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SUMMARY
Buddhism and Hinduism in Champa “Amaravati” through the 9th - 13th century:
Study of the Pong Dwong site and Phong L& site in central Vietnam
NGUYEN HUU MANH

This dissertation focuses on Buddhism and Hindu developed in the “Amaravati” region of
Champa, from the 9th to the 13th centuries CE. “Amaravati” was one of Champa
polities/principalities, generally identified with what is now Quang Nam province and Pa Nang
city in central Vietnam.

Amaravati land can be described as a polity or a “mandala” in Champa history. Champa
temple-towers, citadels, and inscriptions remain there. Located between the mountains and the sea,
the region lay on rather narrow areas of riverine and coastal plains with difficult access in ancient
times except by river or sea due to the rugged terrain.

Based on previous studies and my reconnaissance works carried out in 2017-2018, 69
Champa sites in Amaravati are divided into four riverine groups: Cu Dé river group, Han/Cam Lé
river group, Thu Bén river group and Tam Ki/Trudng Giang river group. In my dissertation, site
distribution maps of Quang Nam - Pa Nang are created by GIS, aiming to use the maps for
analyzing the spatial distribution of Champa relics in Quang Nam - Pa Néng and to reconstruct
the spatial structure of Amaravati riverine polity. Along with the maps, site documentation lists
are also created, including documentations for temple-towers, citadels, and inscriptions. The lists
form an important database, expected to play a role in managing Champa relics in Quang Nam -
Da Nang.

Regarding Champa history, the famous work “Le Royaume de Champa” by G. Maspero
(1928) describes that, after the war with Dai Viét (Vietnamese) in 982, the “Pdng Duong dynasty”

collapsed and the capital of Champa was transferred from “Amaravati” southward to “Vijaya.”
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Although Maspero stated that “Amaravati” polity declined through the 10th century and onward,
and his idea has influenced the subsequent scholarly works, it now needs to be reexamined, based
on recent advancement of archaeological and historical studies.

To reexamine the history of Amaravati in Champa, this thesis mainly deals with two
important religious sites: Déng Duwong and Phong Lé. Phong Lé is a large-scale Hindu temple-
towers where some Vietnamese archaeologists, including the author, have carried out excavations
through the 2010s. The Phong L¢ excavations’ results are discussed in detail, which has revealed
a part of the overall plan of temple-towers with the architectural features and sculptures. It helps
to clarify the role and significance of the Phong Lé complex, not only in Amaravati but also in
Champa.

Subsequently, the focus of discussion shifts to a large-scale Mahayana Buddhist monastery
called Péng Duong flourished through the 9th century. The magnificent architectures and
sculptures of Péng Duong define one specific art style of Champa. The art remains, and
inscriptions from Ddng Duong suggest the belief and practice of Mahayana and Tantric Buddhism
among Champa royal families and elite classes, mainly dated from the 9th to the 10th centuries. It
was a period when Buddhism held a strong position in Champa, especially under the Indrapura
dynasty of Champa.

In conclusion, this thesis emphasizes that Amaravati was an essential region in Champa
history from the 9th to 13th centuries, even after the crucial event in the 10th century, the collapse
of “Pdng Duong dynasty” that Maspero emphasized. During that period, the history of Amaravati
can be illustrated by various Champa relics with their significance. In particular, the relationship
between Buddhism and Hinduism practiced in Amaravati, represented by the Phong L¢ site and

the Pong Duong site, can be an important key to unraveling the history of Amaravati.
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