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Yayoi Uepa* and Sei-ichiro Tsuji* : Wood

Remains since the Yayoi Period Obtained from
the Ushiya Site in Mikata, Fukui Prefecture

Abstract

We describe the geological occurrence and specific composition of the wood remains obtained from
two horizons, the H bed and the C and D beds, in a geological sequence of the upper alluvium
corresponding to the archaeological age since the Yayoi period. The wood remains from the H bed
mainly include several stumps and roots of Cryptomeria japonica and Aesculus turbinata, and some
artifacts that were a part of 2 human dwelling. The remains from the C and D beds form a transported
fossil assemblage derived mainly from a rear slope. These occurrences and specific compositions
show a wetland forest consisting mainly of Cruplomeria japonica and a rear forest including
temperate conifers and deciduous broad-leaved trees and such warm-temperate evergreen broad-
leaved trees as Cyclobalanopsis, Casianopsis, Machilus and Cleyera japonica.
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Fig.2. Columnar sections of the study site. 1, sandy silt; 2, clayey silt; 3, silt; 4, peaty silt; 5, silty peat:
6, peat ; 7, gravel and sand ; 8, gravel ; 9, stump; 10, wood ; 11, pottery pieces; 12, accidental gravel.
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Fig.3. Photographs of the section of J-89 trench (A) and the occurrence of wood remains of a human

dwelling (B).
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Fig.4. Photomicrographs of Cryplomeria japonica wood remain which has multiseriate rays. A, cross
section ; B, tangential section; C, radial section; bar indicates 100 gm,
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Tablel. List of the wood remains obtained from the H bed and the C and D beds.

Taxa

H bed C and D beds

Stump
and root Stake Others oo Root

Nonartifact
Artifact  Stem
branch

Abies

Pinus densiflora SIEB. et ZUCC.
Cryptomeria japonica (LINN. £} D. DON
Thuja standishit (GORD.) CARR.
Chamaecyparis

Cupressaceae

Conifer

Total conifers

0 =
—

Salix

Juglans ailanthifolia CARR,
Carpinus sect. Carpinus

Alnus subgen., Alnus

Quercus subgen. Cyclobalanopsis
Caslanea crenata SIEB, et ZUCC,
Castanopsts

Zelkova serrata (THUNB.) MAKINO
Cellis

Aphananthe aspere (THUNB,) PLANCH.
Machilus

Lauraceae

Albizzia julibrissin DURAZZ,

Sapium japonicuwm (SIEB, et ZUCC,) PAX et HOFFM,

Tlex

Acer

Aesculus furbinata BLUME
Camellia

Cleyera japonica THUNB.
Vaccinium

Fraxinus

Callicarpa

Diffuse-porous wood
Total broad-leaved trees
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Fig.5. Diagram of the main wood remains obtained from the H bed and the C and D beds.
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