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License  

 Abstract. The article considers the category of tense as a universal phenomenon 
from the point of view of linguistics. The tense category belongs to the number of 
universal concepts that play a crucial role in modern science, in all its disciplinary 
complexes: both natural, social and humanitarian. Not a single sphere of human 
activity is complete without contact with the reality of time. Everything that moves, 
changes, lives, acts, and thinks is spread through time in one form or another. But 
despite the obviousness of time as an objective phenomenon has given to us in 
sensations, which is undoubtedly confirmed by our individual experience, the 
conceptual understanding of time both in the history of philosophy and science 
gives rise to many different, sometimes opposite approaches and results. Analysis 
of the tense category is one of the most actively developed topics in Russian and 
foreign science. The problem of time interpretation has attracted researchers for 
its inexhaustibility and versatility. It will never lose its relevance since the concept 
of time, along with the concepts of space and motion, is one of the essential 
categories of the knowledge theory. The interpretation of time is inextricably linked 
with the most fundamental ideas of a person about reality – with the interpretation 
of being, the meaning of life, all human activity – both cognitive and practical. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The tense category is universal and multifaceted. 
The time problem began to be dealt with first in 
natural science, physics, philosophy, and then in 
other sciences: culturology, psychology, linguis-
tics, entolinguistics, etc. Within physics and phi-
losophy, time is presented as a primary category 
of the scientific world picture. 

Researchers have identified different models of 
time conceptualization in different cultures and 
languages. So, since ancient times, two main coex-
istence models coexist in the human mind – "cycli-
cal" time and "linear" time. The cyclical idea of 
time as a rotation in a circle, as a sequence of 
events of the same type, was characteristic of ar-
chaic civilizations [14, p. 133]. It is associated by 
origin with the cyclical phenomena of nature. And 
the development of ideas about the linear move-
ment of time is associated with the formation of 
historical consciousness [14, p. 100-101]. Linear 
time is presented as a straight line without begin-
ning and end, dissected by a "presence point" into 
the past, the future and the present that connects 
them [13, p. 52]. Scientists note that within the 
framework of the WLP, cyclic and linear time 

complement each other. Cyclic time perception is 
reflected in the lexical composition, linear time - 
in the grammatical system [1, p. 6]. Time is cyclical 
(mythological), repeating and linear, unidirec-
tional, with a beginning and an end [8, p. 316]. In 
an individual's real life, you can neither "stop the 
moment" nor go back. 

The philosophical interpretation of time proceeds 
from the differentiation of 1) existential time as a 
form of authentic being and 2) time reflected in 
culture, society and individual consciousness, i. e. 
as an independent parameter of the spiritual life 
of society and the individual. This second form is 
known as perceptual time. Perceptual time plays 
a unique role among the cognitive structures and 
processes involved in the perception of the real 
world. With its help, the real world is transformed 
into a "projected world" accessible to human con-
sciousness. Therefore, perceptual time contains a 
subjective element. It is associated primarily with 
our "sense of time", the sense of the past, present 
and future, associated with the change of experi-
ences, thoughts, memories, etc. [7, p. 1006]. A per-
son's perception of events in time gives him the 
concept of time or conceptual (perceptual) time. 
Such a mental transformation converts the 
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diffuseness of real-time as an object of naming 
into a discrete value. The relations that character-
ize the properties of objective and conceptual 
time are reflected in the language. However, "less 
discreteness and greater diffuseness of naming 
objects give rise to a weakening of the depend-
ence of the semantic system of the language on the 
system of the real world" [5, p. 143]. However, 
conceptual time also has features that are not 
characteristic of objective time, for example, cycli-
cality. According to dialectical materialism, our 
sensations are images, copies of things that exist 
objectively, independently of a person. Perceptual 
time, therefore, reflects objectively existing, actual 
time. Human ideas about time and space have un-
doubtedly relative character, but the absolute 
truth is formed from these relative ideas – these 
relative ideas in their development approach ab-
solute truths. 

Existentialist philosophers (M. Heidegger, K. Jas-
pers, J. P. Sartre, A. Camus, G. Marcel) made a sig-
nificant contribution to time study. They consid-
ered this category, not from a physical but a spir-
itual, moral, aesthetic point of view. Living in time 
is an existential slogan that can solve many prob-
lems. To live in time means to live not only in one's 
own becoming with its unpredictable variability 
of desires and moods but also in a changing envi-
ronment of desires and moods. According to 
M. Heidegger, time should be considered as the 
essential characteristic of being (in existentialism, 
the problem of time becomes one of the central 
ones). Affirming the unity of time and being, M. 
Heidegger proves that nothing that exists except 
man knows about its finitude, which means that 
only man knows temporality. 

Moreover, time is inextricably linked not just with 
being but with a human being. The essence can be 
revealed only in its relation to a person [2, p. 327]. 
Perceptual (psychological) time is associated with 
the perception and experience of time by the indi-
vidual: time "runs", then "slows down", which de-
pends on certain specific situations. This is a sub-
jective sense of time, and it only generally corre-
sponds to real physical time. Psychological time 
includes assessments of simultaneity, sequence, 
duration, speed of various life events, their be-
longing to the present, remoteness in the past and 
the future, experiences of compression and exten-
sion, discontinuity and continuity, limitation, and 
infinity time. In many ways, psychological time is 
determined by physical time. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

In linguistics, time is understood as an anthropo-
centric, subjective category since a person per-
ceives the world through the prism of his sensa-
tions. The idea that time is related to the speaker's 
view of the world first appeared in the linguistic 
relativity theory by B. L. Whorf. 

Researcher A. M. Mostepanenko expresses that no 
phenomenon or process is possible outside space 
and time [6, p. 21]. The scientist distinguishes ac-
tual and perceptual (subjective) time. Real-time 
belongs to the sphere of the objective external 
world. It is associated with the order of changing 
the states of natural objects and phenomena. Per-
ceptual time reflects the perception of the exter-
nal world by an individual, "our sense of the pre-
sent, past and future is connected with perceptual 
time" [6, p. 4]. According to the researcher, per-
ceptual time does not always coincide with real-
time, although it reflects it. Real-time has two 
types of properties: topological (temporal order, 
sequence of events; qualitative aspect of time) and 
metric (temporal extent, duration; quantitative 
aspect of time) [6, p. 66-68]. 

Since human consciousness is a perceiving system 
that projects its properties onto the object itself, 
that is, over time, we call these concepts anthro-
pological concepts. Contemporary linguists also 
indicate the relativity of perception of time and 
space, linking this feature with anthropocentricity 
[11, p. 30]. Due to the development of his con-
sciousness, a person that time acquires an addi-
tional property ― directed movement. From the 
direction of the anthropological concepts of time, 
it is divided into the present, the past and the fu-
ture. In different concepts, the direction of move-
ment is different, and opinions about which time 
plans are actual and do not differ. The order pre-
sent - past - future, which expresses the qualita-
tive aspect of the temporal sequence, serves as a 
definite expression of the structure being. "Time 
(in philosophy), an irreversible, unique sequence, 
characterized by duration" [9, p. 129]. 

Based on physical time, whose properties are de-
scribed in cosmological concepts, a person creates 
his own internal time. He changes the structure of 
the properties of physical time, imposing the lim-
iting factors, born of consciousness and percep-
tion, on these properties. "A person lives and func-
tions not only in the space and time of the real 
physical, social world but also in his personal indi-
vidual space and time, dependent on him, 
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conditioned by him, impossible without him" [10, 
p. 119]. 

The time transmitted using language is a reflec-
tion of real-time through perceptual time. And its 
organization is determined by the laws of the nat-
ural world and at the same time possesses the 
originality generated by the peculiarities of the 
mechanism for reflecting the time in the language. 

The real-time category can be expressed by lexi-
cal, derivational and grammatical means. The 
means of representing time exist at the grammat-
ical and lexical levels. At the lexical level, time is 
represented by nouns with a temporal meaning, 
for example: second, minute, hour, day, morning, 
day, evening, night, spring, summer, autumn, win-
ter, time, century, year, epoch, etc. At the morpho-
logical level is represented by forms of verbs with 
the meaning of tense, for example: comes, comes, 
comes; lives, has lived, will live, etc. At the syntac-
tic level, time is conveyed by temporal syntactic 
constructions; for example, An exam is in progress; 
Time has passed; Years will fly by; The moment of 
glory has come, Time is money, etc. Time is ex-
pressed in language and, consequently, in culture, 
too. This category is associated with the concept 
of a world linguistic picture (WLP), which is tradi-
tionally interpreted as "a pattern of perception of 
reality, fixed in the language, specific for a given 
linguistic community" [4, p. 9]. In other words, 
time is "a repository of events, another name for 
life" [4, p. 55]. Indeed, a person's life consists of the 
following elements of time: day, week, month; 
childhood, adolescence, old age; birth, moment, 
year, eternity, death, etc., by which one can judge 
that time is measurable and discrete. Word for-
mation means playing an important role in dis-
playing the time category in a language. 

Expressed by linguistic means, temporary rela-
tions exist objectively and independently of the 
speakers. They are nevertheless directly related 
to the participants and the communication situa-
tion. Unlike space, which is objective and static, 
time is eventful. Therefore, an essential feature of 
language time is it's situational. Nevertheless, the 
temporary deixis of speaking is inevitably selfish 
since it is always determined by the speaker him-
self, who pronounces "now", i.e., the starting point 
in temporal deixis is "I" represented by the 
speaker. 

On the other hand, the use of forms of linguistic 
time is objectively conditioned, and the speaker, 
choosing the appropriate units, acts under the 
compulsion of objective reality. The starting point, 

which serves as the speech moment for the 
speaker, is understood not as the real-time of the 
act of verbal communication, but as a kind of 
"grammatical idealization", reflecting this time, as 
a "communicative model element" [15, p. 47]. The 
speech moment is constantly present in the 
speaker's consciousness when he perceives and 
realizes the actual time, acting as a criterion for 
identifying the temporal spheres "present", "past" 
and "future" and creating potential sema in tem-
poral forms. Since the semantics of linguistic 
forms reflect not only and not so much the sub-
stantial properties of physical time, but rather the 
relationship of a person to real-time. The linguis-
tic time is a reflected form of time and is reflected; 
it can acquire relative independence from the ac-
tual temporal characteristics of the described 
events. 

Grammatical time in English is closely related to 
the category of temporality. Temporality is a com-
plex concept, more fully developed in the English-
language scientific and reference literature. So, 
the English noun temporality and the adjective 
"temporal" / "temporary" are similar to the Azer-
baijani definition ― "temporary character". In 
English, the concept of temporality in meaning 
and etymology is closer to the word "temporal" 
than to "time". Considering the etymology of the 
grammatical concept "tense" in English, we con-
clude that grammatical tense is an integral part of 
the universal category of time and is directly re-
lated to the expression of a person's ideas about 
the structure of the world, the essence of being, as 
well as the expression of his ethical views. Lan-
guage "tense" in English, in contrast to the univer-
sal concept "time", captures the specific features 
and unique historical experience of the English 
language. Its study helps to identify the national 
features of the worldview of these people. 

The language grammar fixes the genetic memory 
of the time category, transforms it into an individ-
ual-time continuum, perceived as a subjectively 
experienced time. It is reflected in the linguistic 
consciousness of an ethnos in the form of a na-
tional character. The grammatical concept "tense" 
encodes a person's subconscious reaction to the 
surrounding reality, transmitting the mechanism 
of transformation of temporal experience and 
sense of time into the temporal semantics of lan-
guage units, which is fixed by the "ethnic dissimi-
larity" of the temporal models of the Russian and 
English languages [12, p. 410].  
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In the representation of grammatical tense in the 
English language consciousness, a considerable 
proportion belongs to temporality. Underlying 
based on grammatical concept, the sense of time 
is comparable within the framework of linguocul-
turological analysis with the grammatical image 
of time, presented not so much as a visual picture, 
but as a consciousness category, as a model of re-
ality events perceived by a person at a "presence 
point". On the one hand, grammatical time is a re-
flection of real-time relations in the human mind. 
On the other hand, it encodes a personal sense of 
time, an estimate of the duration of time segments 
that do not necessarily correspond to objective 
time. In our opinion, grammatical time is the basis 
of perceptual or emotive time, which is separated 
from the real in the process of experiencing objec-
tive time and memories, in an internal monologue, 
in imagination, in dreams. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Summing up, it should be emphasized that the 
sense of time acquires its specific refraction in the 
grammar of languages since grammar is a pro-
gram and a guide for a person's mental activity. 
However, the idea of time among different peo-
ples is reflected not only in their natural language 
but also in the grammatical concept "time". The 
grammatical concept "time" captures differences 
in the perception of the current time (past-pre-
sent-future) in ethnic cultures. It becomes part of 
their perception of the world, which, in turn, af-
fects the formation of national stereotypical be-
haviour models. 
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