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A dead dolphin was washed ashore 
at Bethalapuram, Srikakulam district, 
Andhra Pradesh on 17th June 2020. 
Based on morphological features, 
it was identified as Long-beaked 
common dolphin, Delphinus capensis 
Gray, 1828 (Fig.1). Characterized 

by a slender body and a long beak 
separated by a crease from the melon. 
It has a long and thin rostrum with 49 
numbers of small, sharp teeth on each 
side of each jaw. The prominent dorsal 
fin is falcate, and the flippers taper to a 
pointed tip. The back is dark including 

the dorsal fin, tail flukes, beak and 
flippers and the belly is white. Juvenile 
has an hourglass pattern which form 
V shape below dorsal fin and usually 
juveniles are darker than adult. A 
black stripe from the black patch 
surrounding the eye to the front of 
the melon and another from the chin 
to the flippers is observed.The dolphin 
measured 137 cm in total length 
and weighed approximately 35 kg 
while length of beak was 13.50 cm. 
Reporting of stranding instances of 
Endangered, Threatened and Protected 
(ETP) species that includes marine 
mammals, is done by ICAR-CMFRI that 
is useful for developing appropriate 
conservation measures.
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Long-beaked common dolphin beached 
off Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh

A single specimen of cusk eel, 
Brotula multibarbata (Temminck & 
Schlegel, 1846) commonly known 
as Goatsbeard brotula, was landed 
by a multiday trawler on 8th May 
2019 in New Ferry Wharf. The 
trawl was operated at a depth of 
50 m off Mumbai. The specimen 
measured 284 mm in total length 
and weighed 176 g. The species 
comes under family Ophidiidae under 

Rare occurrence of cusk eel, Brotula multibarbata
Table 1. Morphometric measurements (in mm) 
of Brotula multibarbata landed in New Ferry 
Wharf

Standard length 268

Snout to anal origin 112.13

Body depth 50.96

Head length 50.22

Upper jaw length 24.19

Snout length 10.6

Orbit length 11.25

Interorbital 5.4

Longest pectoral ray 21.18

Pectoral base 12.74

Longest Length of pelvic rays 30.26

Postorbital eye distance 28.55

Pre dorsal fin length 55.99

Pre pelvic length 29.82

Pre anal fin length 116.14

Depth of the anal fin origin 49.86

Pectoral fin length 21.18

Fig.1. Brotula multibarbata landed in New Ferry Wharf

order Ophidiiformes. Adults of the 
species are bottom dwelling, on the 
continental shelf and slopes; while 
early stages are pelagic and found 
in reef areas. The morphometric 
measures were recorded (Table 1).
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