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Abstract 

Climate change continues to become a global issue, and with that, more people being affected by 

the harmful factors that come with it. Climate change not only effects the environment, but also 

has aspects of cultural and health issues. Different cultures view this problem differently than 

other as it affects different aspects of that culture. Health risk is on the rise as air pollution is 

more prominent and diseases spread. The climate is being warmed, causing extreme weather 

and drought. These different perspectives on global warming allow for new and unknowing 

people to be exposed to this issue and allow for innovations in combating climate change. It is 

urgent that people become aware of this wicked problem as it expands globally.  

 

Keywords 

 climate change, global warming, culture, environment, health risks, climate awareness, 

technology. 
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Aspects of Climate Change 

 When people hear about climate change, they may tend to think about the environment. 

While the environment is heavily affected by climate change, there are other aspects to life that 

continue to be affected as well. Climate change is a wicked problem that continues to worsen as 

time goes on, with cultural differences, the environment and health all being impacted. Different 

cultural views, extensive health effects, and environmental damage are all different aspects of 

climate change that make it a difficult problem to solve. With the focus and damage mostly 

being on the environment, it is hard to focus on the other aspects and issues that come along with 

climate change. This conceptual problem is hard to solve, but there are methods that can work. 

Ignorance on the harmful factors of climate change is a major factor in its worsening but 

understanding different cultural views on the warming climate and educating people on the 

health effects and environmental damage can allow people to take a new perspective on climate 

change, and in the process, become more sustainable to help lessen the effects of climate change 

one step at a time. 

 Climate change is a multi-faceted issue, with cultural aspects hiding in the shadows of the 

many issues it comes with. This cultural aspect affects modern countries, such as America but 

also affects less modernized countries that rely on agriculture and farming for living. The biggest 

cultural difference I see is in the two-party system of America, with the Democratic party being 

more involved in the climate and the Republican party less into it. Often, these parties’ 

supporters clash over if climate change is real or not. The clashing heads of the beliefs and 

subcultures of these supporters are a big problem and often delay the process of combating 

climate change at the federal level. Al Gore, former vice president and Democrat really brought 
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climate change into the light when he ran for president, and it was a big shock to a lot of people. 

In an interview, Gore speaks on that. When asked about dealing with the backlash, he stated 

“Forty years ago, it was not easy to get people’s sustained attention for this looming crisis.” This 

shows his struggle to get the attention of the American people to really be worried about the 

warming climate and that it is hard to change the minds of a stubborn culture. In the same 

interview, he also says “More and more people on the conservative side of the spectrum are 

really changing their positions now.” With more people learning about the harmful effects of 

climate change, it is becoming more of an issue with lots of people.  

 Agricultural driven areas and cultures are also at the forefront of the cultural side of 

Climate Change. For instance, the underdeveloped country of Pakistan struggles to keep up with 

the technological demand for combating climate change. In a journal written on climate change 

awareness in Pakistan, the author says “Pakistan's agriculture is vulnerable to the cataclysmic 

transformations in the climate system, causing productivity loss, soil degradation, water scarcity, 

resource depletion etc.” With little awareness on climate change in Pakistan, it is hard for the 

people to adapt and prevent it. The study also states, “The climate change awareness obviously 

determines the nature, quality and strength of climate change adaptations.” With the citizens not 

knowing the effects or being aware of climate change, it is hard to combat it. This same issue 

goes for rural farmers in China. Rural rice farmers in China are having an issue with the 

resilience of their crops due to climate change. In a report done on rice production in China, the 

author warns “There is an urgent need for enhancing climate change resilience in rice 

production.” There is a need for more awareness on the effects of climate change on farmers in 

rural China. In the same report, they study a type of algae that enhances the resilience in crops; 

“we report a reflective algal mulching‐based culture practice to attain a simple and low‐cost 
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biological method for enhancement of climate change resilience. As more awareness and studies 

are being brought to light, we can start to fix some issues that come with climate change.  

 The warming climate also has extensive effects on the health of normal and healthy 

people. These risks on human health range from respiratory issues to disease outbreak. A journal 

on the health risks of climate change states “Climate change affects health through a range of 

pathways, such as resulting in disease occurrence or health risks caused by heat waves, floods, 

and droughts, which exerts negative impacts on humans’ health and welfare.” Climate change 

has multiple ways in which it can affect health, and a big way is air pollution. In major cities and 

urban areas, smog is becoming a not-so-rare occurrence. In a firsthand account, a traveler says 

this: “She mentioned that while taking a flight out of Madrid, she looked out the window and the 

whole city was surrounded by smog. A snow globe of pollution.” Smog comes from the burning 

of fuels and other toxins mixed with fog. Inhaling smog causes these toxins to enter the lungs 

and therefore causes respiratory issues. There is also a chance for the spread of infectious 

diseases due to the warming climate. In a journal done by the British Medical Journal, the 

writing says, “Changes in the risks of infectious diseases would occur particularly as a result of 

climatic influences on diseases such as malaria, dengue fever, trypanosomiasis, and 

schistosomiasis.” The warmer climate allows for diseases such as the ones listed to thrive and 

spread more easily. Graphs in the same study show that with a warmer climate, the transmission 

potential for those diseases increases as well. Extreme heat waves from climate change put 

people at risk for heat related illnesses and drought. “Prolonged droughts are causing 

malnutrition in Africa, while extreme heat is leading to spikes in heat stroke in places as diverse 

as Baltimore and Paris,” adds author Lola Butcher in her journal on climate change and its health 

effects. The warmer climate runs the risk of multiple health issues. 
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 The environment is also greatly affected by this phenomenon. Problems with the 

environment stemming from climate change include increased severe weather, ozone layer 

depletion, water stress and scarcity and rising sea levels. Warm climates allow for more severe 

weather. In the Geographic Journal written by Mike Hulme, he states “Until recently, 

climatologists and meteorologists were reluctant to attribute the severity of an individual weather 

event — a heat wave, an ice storm or a hurricane, for example — to climate change.” As more 

research is being done by climatologists, they are finding more ties to warmer climates and 

extreme weather events. Extreme weather causes extensive damage to the environment by 

knocking down trees causing habitat loss and destruction of resources. A branching effect comes 

with a warmer climate. Warmer weather in arctic areas melts the ice caps and in turn, causes sea 

level rise. A rise in sea level will take time, but once it occurs, major coastal and port cities can 

be wiped out. Melting ice caps also decreases the amount of freshwater on the Earth. Not only is 

weather effected, but so is the atmosphere. Excess gases in the atmosphere trap heat and then 

release it on to Earth’s surface, causing the heating of the surface. In the British Medical Journal, 

the author explains, “Excess carbon dioxide, methane and other gases which trap heat are 

accumulating in the troposphere because of the scale and type of human economic activity.” 

Climate change is in every aspect of life, even if you do not think it is.  

Climate change is a very complex problem, and therefore requires complex solutions. For 

many years, many countries across the world have created acts and panels to help combat climate 

change, but they always seem to turn out with little success. A timeline on the history of climate 

change states that the National Climate Program Act was created and passed in 1978 but was 

labeled as “inadequate.” The same timeline also highlights the creation of the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), founded in 1988. As climate change becomes more of a 
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worldwide issue, tons of laws have been created. Simon Evans from Carbon Brief adds “There 

has been a 20-fold increase in the number of global climate change laws since 1997, according to 

the most comprehensive database of relevant policy and legislation.” The addition of many new 

laws is a light at the end of the tunnel, but sometimes they do not work as intended. Although 

lots of new acts exist, a warming climate is still a real threat. A big of example from this is from 

my personal knowledge. In AP Environmental Science class during my senior year of high 

school, I learned about the destruction of the Florida Everglades. The Everglades act as a natural 

water purification system, reduce floods, provide drinking water, refill aquifers, and absorbing 

excess nutrients. As the United States continues to develop, more infrastructure and housing 

developments are destroying the Everglades. This goes to show that many of these laws are not 

helping in protecting the environment. These acts can be helpful, but exposure to the issue is 

where real solutions can be made. 

Climate change continues to become a major problem worldwide, which is clearly bad, 

but this also means many new people are becoming exposed to the issues and impacts that 

climate change is having on the world. In my previous paragraph, I speak on how 

underdeveloped countries are struggling to keep up with the technological demand to combat 

climate change. Along with aiding countries in fighting climate change, I think bringing 

awareness to these countries will benefit the struggle against climate change greatly. When 

people are exposed to new eye-opening information and perspectives on different issues, they 

tend to or may think about changing their viewpoint on the issue. Giving evidence and new 

information to these people. will give them the chance to see climate change as a bigger issue 

and start to live a more sustainable life and even theorize and come up with new innovations that 

can help stop climate change. In Dennis Patrick O’Hara and Alan Abelsohn’s journal Ethical 
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Response to Climate Change, the authors state “With a growing understanding of the planet as a 

self-contained and evolving ecosystem, we realize that we are derivative from and inescapably 

dependent upon Earth's ecological systems, that it is not possible to have healthy humans on a 

sick planet.” I believe that this realization will make people view climate change as the serious 

threat it is.  

Horst Rittel and Melvin Webber came up with the term “wicked problem” to define 

issues that are extremely complex, with many smaller issues that branch out from the one big 

issue. They claim that there is no right or wrong solution to these problems, and that is what 

makes climate change a wicked problem. Climate change brings about many smaller issues that 

catalyze a warming climate. Cultural differences tend to be a difficult factor in combating 

climate change, as many countries do not have the technology and exposure to fight global 

warming. The environment continues to be damages by climate change, with excess greenhouse 

gases being trapped in the atmosphere warming the globe and causing water stress, drought, 

severe weather, and rising sea levels. Increased air pollution is causing increased respiratory 

issues and warmer weather is allowing infectious diseases to spread. Climate change is an 

extremely difficult issue to understand but allowing more people to understand this complex 

issue will allow for innovation and more sustainable lives. With climate change continuing to 

worsen, I hope the person reading this will start to act, in their lives and others, to help combat 

the wicked problem of climate change. 
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