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PREFACE

The attempt by the state of issiseippi
to provide for the educetion of ite people, both
white and Hegro, has been an erduouns one. Es-
pecially difficult hes been the attempt to
provide adequate educational opportunities for
its Negro group, and elthough some progress has
besn made there is still too wide s disecrepancy
botween whet has been done end the minimum of
whet ocould be dome with regerd to the physical
facilities, tesching persommel, esnd curricula
content. Fifteen years experience as & Prinmeoi-
pel end teescher in the Negro schools of
Eississippi, chiefly in Cleiborne, Forrest,
Grenade and Cochome Counties, and frequent con-
versations with other teachers throughout the
state have given me & thorough scqueintemce with
the prodlem of providing education for Negroee
in Missiseippi. How, then, is further improve-
ment in the educationel opportunities for
Begroes in Mississippi to be scoomplished?

- To my mind the most worthwhile develop-
ment that csn be made in the field of rursl
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education for Negroes is the consolideated type
of school system such as hes been established in
Forrest County. From this system has come meny
of the advantages found in Forrest County which
are lecking in the schools of the other counties
of Mississippi.

For this rezsom I have attempted to set
forth here the manner of orgenizastion, the ad-
vantages to be expected, and the possibilities
of esteblishing 2 similer system of consolidated
schools im the other counties of Nississippi.

As fer es the writer has been eble to
ascertain the only studies made in this field
thus fer ere. A Survey of Two Types of School
Systems for Negro Educetion, A Semi-consolidated

School System without Tranmsportation im Coshoms
County, dississipp! and 2 Consolideted School

System with Trensportation in Forrest County,

by ¥r. 5. L. Stringer, University of Miseiesippi,

Oxford, HMississippi, 1929, and The Development

and Administration of the Forrest County Comsol-
1dsated Sehools, by Mr. Yenoy David Westerfield,
University of Kemtuoky, Leximgton, Kemtucky, 1931.
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Hr. Stringer painstakingly collects much
worthwhile dste, dut treats it too sudbjectively
to render it of much value as 2 seientific imn-
vestigation. He attempts in one imstance to
score the physicel plante, 2md teeching person-
nsl of the two systemes, but omits mentioning
whether the measurements used were devised by
himgelf or stendardized. He fails also to
mention such vitel factors as attendeance and
snrollment. Perheps the most glaring defeot
in the entire study is the insinuetion that the
whole system of Negro education in Forrest
County was organiszed and esteblished by the
white citizens of the county end presented as
a grecious favor to the Negro citizens. Hed
Mr. Stringer mede 2 more scientific investiga-
tion he would have founmd that the Negroes of
Forrest County contributed §13,000 from their
personal resources in order to obtain the ad-

vantages of consolidated sehools.l However, he

s ::::10 :.caofforlon. rhoilcanoo %ro=ru1
o aaunit 1 -
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concludes that the success of the Forrest County
systen of Negro sducation warrants its adoption
by the other counties of the state.

dr. vesterfield finds that the system hae
added mueh to the effectiveness of the white
schools in improving the teaching persomnel,
community servise, ocurricula content, and edu-
cationsl opportunity for white boys and girls.
He makes no mention of the Negro system except
to sey that leck of time prevented its dis-
cussion.

Since Hr. Westerfield did mot touch
the Hegro school system im Forrest County in his
discussion end since ir. Stringer waes highly
subjective, and unscientific in many of hie ap-
prosches to the subject, 1 believe that en in-
vestigation of the Comsolidated Negro schools of
Forrest County besed on more recent development
would provide substantial evidence for recom-
mending the system to other counties of Hissis-
eippi. Henee I have selected for the subject of
this thesis, "The Adaptability of the Forrest
County Progrem of Hegro Educatien to Certain
Selected Counties im the State”.



This study has boen limited to the field
of rural education end therefore excludes 2ll
schools over which the county has no jurisdic-
tion Further, the investigation is confined
to the Negro schools end omits the discussion of
the schools for the white population except
incidentally and for the purpose of comparisom.

Chapter 1 presents the historical dack-
ground of Forrest County, & brief history of
the consolidated school movement, ite intro-
duction into Mississippi and Forrest County, and
the spplication of consolidation to the Forrest
County program of Negro education.

Chepter 1I presents the educational situ-
ation of the Negro school systems in certain
selocted counties of Mississippi end compares it
with the Forrest County situmation.

Chapter 111 presents & comparison of the
seven counties end recommendstions for the es-
tablishment of oconsolidated sehools in other
gounties of Mississippi.

The data I have used were teken from the
records on file in the offices of the State De~
pertment of Education, of the County Superinten-
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dents of Educetion, of the Chancery Clerks,

Jeeanes Teachers, County Demonmstratiom Agents,

} and Superintendents end Prinmcipals, both

\ white end Negro, who, through long service are
‘ femilier with the verious counties under dis-
cussion. In some feov instances I have ventured
to draw on my own intimete experience as a

tescher in these same schools.

J. W. Addison



INTRODUCTION

When the state of Messachusetts in 1642
and 1647 passed laws requiring each town to make
provision for the educatiom of all the children
of the town at public expense it set up two
precedents, namely:

1. That the locsl community should provide
the means.

2. That the control of the school and its
affairs should be placed im the hands

of the town, thereby centralizing the

edministretion of the schools.l
These two primciples have since cotuated all of
the oduea;ionsl prectice in the United States
down to the present day. Only one chenge has
beon made and that too was made by Massechusetts.
The town &s the educational unit was displaced
by the distriot thus decentralizing the sdmin-

istretion of publiec education in Anorioc.z This

1 Ellwood P. Cubberly, Public Education
%g,ggg_!!%gf% tates,New York, Houghtom Miflin
ompany, +PP.17-18.

2 l!_%!o .,’a‘l‘“a
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e¢t set up & third precedent which permits esch
school community to organize end operate its own
school system without interference from outside
sourges. The American people have clung tena-
ciously to these primciples. One evidence of
the stubborn resistance to taking the comtrol of
the educationsl forees away from the loeal com-
sunity end sgein centraliszing it in ome egency
is seen in the opposition to the Harrison-Black
Federal Ad4d4 Bill.

However, in spite of this opposition
centrelization of the sdministration of education
is graduslly making itself felt. Horace lamn in
1837 began the pressure to emlarge the losal unit
of school edainistration so es te tramsfsr the
sajor administrative reospomsidilities from the
smell individuel aqhool'diotriot or villege or
open country neighborhood to the town. The
original reason for this desire to enlarge the
edministrative unit was the inability of the
smell district to provide adequate finamcial
support and stromg professionsl lesdership.®

% Frenk ¥, Cyr, "Rural Education Adminis-
tretive Unit," ;olo!clit of ;gtnaticlal ¥gg
search, ed.by Psul Monroe, New York, Macmillan

-m’o 1"1. P 968.



Later the broclonin; of the sdministrative unit
was given en sdded impetus by the expansion of
the educationsl program, and the sociesl and
economic chenges which have teaken plsece in
America. These changes have their greatest
manifestation in the mode of tramsportation,
end menner of communication. No where have
these chsnges been utilized to grester advan-
tege than in the field of education.

Educetion has become scientific and thus
eble to regard itself through anslyticel eyes.
Out of such sesrching scrutiny hes come clearer
knowledge of the method and techmigue best
gdapted to the highest development of man,
morally, physically, and mentally. School sys-
tems end educstiomal programs heve grown from

the 0ld laissez-faire attitude to one of keenest

awareness on the part of community, state, end
nation of their respomsidility to childhood.
This awareness expresses itself im a demengfor
adequate physical facilities and imstruetionel
materials; for egual distribution of educational
opportunities for all; for scientific end eco-
nomic =2dminstration of school funds; and for a
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richer and more vital school oxporioneo.‘ The
effort to meet these demands hes brought to the
edusationsl program the consolidated school
system. Sinee its introduction the system has
been confined largely to white schools, but in
Forrest County, Mississippi the firet attempt
has deen mede to use it in tho trainiog of Negro
boys and girls. If 4t has been successful in
Forrest such & sysies might well be used in
other counties of Mississippi. Hence the sub-
Ject chosen for this thesis is " The Adaptabile
ity of the Forrest County, dississippi, Progranm
of NHegro Education to Certain Selected Counties
of the State”. I believe that the educetional
program now in use in Forrest County approsches
nearer the vital needs of the Negro children
than any other ia the state. I also believe
that its adaption by other counties of the state
would contridbute mueh to the greater effective-
ness of Negro educetion in Mississippi. The

‘la'ari A. Dawson, " Comeolidation of
Schools™, Encyclopedia of Bducationsl Research,
ed. by Pau Bnroe, Jew lork, The Macmillen
Om. 1941, Pp. 362-3.



purpose them of this thesis is to eet forth the
nn;u of & study made to determine the possi-

bility of comsolidating the Negro schools in
other counties.

xvii



CHAPTER 1
NEGRO SCHOCLS IN FOREEST COUBTY,MISSISSIPPI

The most significant evidence of semtrali-
sation in educational practice in the United
States is the school comsolidstion movement.l
This movement has grown rspidly in Mississippi
snd in 1932 of the 15,532 teaching positioms in
the state only 18.7 per cent wers found in one
room schools. Likewise of the 5,715 school
buildings in the state 2,897 were one room
schools.”® Westerfield makes the stetement that
"Dr. 0'Shea doudts whether anmy stete in the
nation has moved more rapidly for orgemization
end building of rural school plants then has
Hississippi in the past decede snd & half J’

rl. He Geumitz, Are the Ome Tescher Schools

Passing--18 Yeers of History, Pamphlet No. 92,
.S Department of'Ih§0§!or..Offioo of Educetion,
'”.’.ma. D-O.. 1"0. Pe 1.

znavac T. Blose, Consolidation of Schools
and ortation of P iis,0irouler No. 122,
U.s. E%pagfiini of Interior, Office of Rduestion,
'..him“o D.C., 1940, pp.t-’.

‘!lnoy David Westerfield, The Development
end Administretion of the Forrest GCounty Gonsoli-




The ellusion here has reference to white schools
only beceuse in 1937 we find the State Supervisor
of Negro Bducetion in Mississippi saying: |
"0f the 3,573 Negro School houses in
Mississippi, 2,313 are owned by public
authorities. The others, 1,440 are con-
dusted in churches, lodges, old stores,
tenent houses, or whatever building is
availeble. The Federal sgencies have not
reached the rural schoole where the needs
are greatest and the 2bility of the people
least, "4
There must be some reason why Mississippi,
a state noted for its conservetism end strict
edherence to the principles of democrecy as
practiced by the fathers, has become so intense-
ly interestsd in this new idea--consolidated
schools. There must be some tangible end per-
manent advantages to be derived by the people
end their children. It is claimed by the pro-
ponents of lerger units of school administration
thet the following sdvanteges ere inherent in
such unite:
1. Greater efficiency end economy in

operation.
g, Eliminltop the ineffective one-room,

‘Dr. P. H. Eesom, "Mississippi Negro
Schools, " linli:ligzi Educational Advance, 28
(’.bo. 198 : -fe




one-teacher school.

8. Reduces to the minimum political ma-
nipulation and nepotism.

4. Longer scheol term.

5. Grester regulsrity im ettendance,
pto:rOln and retention.

« Improved instructional amd currioun-

lum content.

7. Greater opportunity for extra gurri-
eular and community esctivities.

8. Improved teaching staff. 5

9. Higher stendards of scholarship.

Merch 9, 1910 the State Legislafure of
Misaissippi passed = lew which suthorised the
esteblishment of comsolideted school districts
in the state.® The law defines & comsolidated
school district in the following terms:

"4 oonsolidated school district is a
school district that is formed by ocomsoli-
dating two or more school districts or
perts of distriocts or ome district and one
or more parts of distriets and contains an
area of not less than team square miles in
which aathority to transport pupils is
given."7

Szatherine u. Cook, ag!rgggization £
Seh °1 Ulit.. ul. Bo. 15. ° o Pé nt of
!nfo:!:r. Office of Education, Washington, D.C.,
Pp.62-9.

[
M. E. Moffit & Patti M. Broom, Twent
(34

Years of grggrnun end a Bienmnial e

;E!IZO'Ianc 13'%%%§§:§Ii§1' . Jo. 67,
assarch Sul. g. Tep a0t of “ducation,
Jegkason, Mississippi, 1931, pp. 9-15.

"yyssissippl Statutes, 1924, Sec. 99.



Forrest County was one of the first
counties in Mississippi to take sdvantege of
this law. Today Forrest County hses one of the
finest systems of schoole irn the state. WVester-
fie1d finde thst the system hes verified all
thet its proponents claimed for it except
possibly the expense. Building programs have
made necessary bond issues which have added
slightly to the cost of the system, but even
thie is offset by the feot that the outoomes
egre so such greater per dollar oxpcalol.'

4s modern 28 is thie movement in the
field of educstion, there is a more modern
movement to be found in Forrest County, Mis-
sissippi. It is the first and only county in
Hississippi to initiate in 1920, amnd carry out,
& program for the consolidation of its Hegro
schools with transportation for sall pupils ex-
cept those within walking distance. This pro-
gram was completed in 1930 end et the present
time this county has only five Negro schools
each of whieh operates for seven months of the

z _
Westerfield, Op. Cit.. p. 75.



yocr.’ Twenty-eight teachers constitute the
teaching personnel of these five schools. The
teacher's home, which is & part of each sshool
plant, offers & plece of residence for those
teachers who care to avail themselves of the
convenience. The pupils are transported to
end from school in officially imspected motor-
busses driven by cereful and skillful drivers.
In 1918 the Hegro schools of Forrest
County numbered twenty-six. All of these were
one-tescher, one-room buildings. Often these
one-room buildings were abandoned saw-mill ohﬁdl.
and none of them was fit for the purpose for
which it was being ‘..‘.10 Lend in the county
wes velued st only twenty-five dollars per scre
end was poor and lanAy.ll There was only one
redesnming feature-- the vast forest of yellow

pine. This forest became the chief source of

930¢ Table I, p.6.

£ 3 hlog' —— e 33 s Theay
of 3Schoo stems ° 2 s A Semi-
Uih-etilctoi 33250125 %on i’!;:ni %:ane'iisi;
tion in Coshoma County, MiSSisSSipp:

Con oIIiif?l'!EhooI System 'IIE ‘ of!btion
In Forres unty,ox10 ;I l!na!on!pp!. oni-

versity of 10. aaippi. 1929, p. 70.
11:p44., p. 6.
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economic welfare until it wes cut away. Then
followed an ers of depopulation and fimancial
depression which was in turn eggravated iy the
penie of 1933. Even through this period of de-
;roosion the educetional program was able to
function efficiently. Of course, there had to
be some drastic reductions in ox)onlitnr.l.lz
but the mein point is, thet in spite of the
threatening situation, the schools eontinumed to
operate.

In a2 report on the preparetion of
teschers in the state &s & whole, ir. Embree
says three thousand of the six thousand Hegro
teachers now in the public schools of Hissiseippi
have no educetion bsyond the high school level
and meny of them have mot gome beyond the £1fth
¢r-lo.1' The state has finelly taken cognisance
of the gravity of this situation for et the 1940
session of the Legislature it established 2

- iz a.n.L.icnthcr!or;. g%gan-or tion
of a Co School System,Unpublished 5%%-5-.
v v o

13

Bdwin R. Embres, Julius H«L
v!cv of Years 1988 Chicago.
Titaotsr 1040, ouB.> '



teacher-training institution for the exelusive
purpose of training elementary teachers for the
1little one, two and three-teacher schools of the
state. 14 Forrest County was especizlly unfor-
tunate in this respect. Prior to consolidation
the Forrest County tezchers rated 1ittle higher
than sixth grade. They had little knowledge of
the subject matter and knew nothing of the theory
end prectice of tesching. Ascording to Stringer,
the length of the school term was just forty
days and the average selery paid the teachers weas
twenty~-two dollars and forty-eight cents per
month, 5

The currieulum of these schools consisted
of the three "Hs" liberally interspersed with the
fourth "R"--the rod. The lack of professionmal

training emong the teschers mentioned olaovhnrnol‘

Mpr. P. B, Basom end J. 4, Pravis, "Negro
Education,"” Biennisl Report s2nd Recommendations
3 S T AT
Depertment of Bducetion, Jeckson, 4ississippi,
1"1, Pe 16.

B5¢renger, Op. Cit..p. 67.

1‘9_’_. ante, ’o'o



made anything else practically impossible. The
school was considered e thing epart from the
community and hence nc thought was taken of com-
munity needs. Instructionel meterial--meps,
globes, charts, supplementary readers, flash
cards, counting frames, and lesson plans were
undreamed of. Ths schools were without black-
boarde; the lighting waes poor end insdequate;
drinking facilities were the spring under the
Rill or creek in the rear of the school end the
tin bucket and dipper. Toilets, if thers were
any, were the disease-spreading surfece varioty.17
A personel tour of the Negro schools of
FPorrest County wes made during the progress of
this study in order to ascertain the condition
of the schools since the comsolidetion hes been
completed. The five consolidated schools show
vest improvement over the physical conditions
which existed prior to consolidation. Each of the
schools has & deep well, modern school desks, ade-

gquate instructionsl meterial end blsokboard

17private Records of J.W.Knox, Primecipel,
John White Consolidated School, Brooklyn, His-
sissippi.
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space. senitery drinking fountains e2nd e pit well
type of toilet. 1All of the schools have home
economics departments end two schoole emphesize
vocationel egrieultare for boys emd girls. The
school cempus remges from & minimum of three
acres to & maximum of sleven sores. Shrubbdery,
flowers, =nd well-kept lawng =244 to the attrse-
tiveness.

During the tour of the Negro schools of
Forrest County. Mississippi. the private pepers
of the cheirman of each board of trustees end
the records in the office of eech school prinm-
cipel were studied for the purpose of escertaining
the present vslue of the school property im the
eounty. At the same time the records in the
office of the County Superintendent of Rducation
énd of the Changery Clerk were consulted inm order
to secure edditional data regsrding the advan-
tegss offered by the present program of Hegro
educetion in the county. It is interesting to
notes that these records place the value of the
Bchool property at approximstely $40,000. This
amount was dietributed among the five districts

as follows:
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{a) DePriest Comsolidated...... txo.oool,
{(b) Bay Springs Consolideted... 10,000
(o) John White Consolidated.... 12,00020
(lg Springfield Comsolideted...  5,000%1
{(e) Meyers Consolidated.....v.. 3,000
The Negro School populetion, enrcllmemt ,
and average daily attendence resched the peek in
19234. During thet yeer the school population
numbered 5,743, the enrollment 2,593, end the
averags daily ettendance 2,121 pl)illoz’ From
thet yeer a stesdy decresse set in which by 1940
had reduced the school populestion to 3,219, the
snrollment to 2,439, and the average deily et-
tendanee to 1,878. This dealine was the result

of the cumuletive impact of the panie of 1933.

18pegords im 0ffice of Primeipal of De~
Priest Consolideted School.

19pecords in 0ffice of Principal of Bay
Springs Consolideted School.

20Rscords in Office of Prinecipel of John
¥hite Consolidated School.

2lRecords in Office of Primcipal of Spring-
field Consolidated School.

22pecords in Office of Primeipal of leyers
Consolidated School.

28300 Teble 11, p.12.
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Banks end business firms fsiled, farsers lost
their stosk, tools, snd im meny instances, their
ferme; the lest of the saw mills was forced to
suspond operstions.”® 1he shift of populetion
which followed made {tself evident immediately
in the educational ayctaa.zﬁ

4n snslysis of the tadle shows that during
this period, 1980-1940, 32.5 per cent of the
population 1ived outside of the county seat snd
7.8 per sent lived ian Hattieaburg. The total
enrollment iz the schools was 70.9 per gent of
the total school populstion and the aversge dsily
attendance of the county es e whole was 78.9 per
sent of the total emrollment. Considering these
two aress separately we find the airollnnnt in
the sity was 65.6 per cent of the school popu~
lation while ocutside of the eity 1t wes B82.9 per
eent. Likewise we find that the :vc:u(. daily
sttendance im the ¢ity was 75.§ per cent of the
enrollsent shile outeide of the ¢ity 1% ves 82.8
per sent. This mecns that im the pericd 1830-

#4geathertord, Op. Cit.. p. &
261vss., p. 11.
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1940 the county outside of the e¢ity enrolled in
the schools 2 higher percentege of the school
population and mainteined a higher average of
those actuelly ettending than the eity. Consoli-
dation wes the most importent fector in bringing
sbout this result.
Twenty-cight teschers served these con-
golidated schools.®® 411 of these tezchers have
2t least two years of professional training and
hold & first grade state license to teeach in the
publie schools of xisuic-iyyi.z’ College gradu-
etes are required to attend summer school at
least once every three years at an acoredited
eollege. Teachers who heve mot completed their
eollege work must attend every year until e de-
gree is obtained. Of the twenty-eight teachers
employed im the Forrest County Begro schools im
1940, oleven ware sollege gradustes, fifteen had
at least one year of college treining, &and only'

26gecords, 0ffice of Superintendent of
l:u-atxen. Forrest County, Hsttiesdburg, Hissis-
8ippi.

27Recorde, 0ffice of State Board of
Bxeminers, Department of Education, Jackson,
Mississippi.



two were below college level.28 12 1930 the
everage salery of principals was §75 per month
and that of teacghers $45. 1In 1940 it wes §80
and §32 respectively.2? The resson essigned

for this decrease in the aversge salary paid to
the Negro tecchers of Forrest was,according te
the County Superintendent of Education, due to
the feot thet in 1936 the length of the school
term wes extended to eight months. The expense
of maintaining an additional month of school was
met by reducing the teechers' selery to avoid the
need of additional revenues.

Meny nationel, stete, county welfere, end
philenthropic esgencies--home demonstration agent,
county demonstrstion agent, heslth service, and
Jeanes agent to mention & few-- bring much
needed sssistance to the people of the stete and
gounty. The services rendered by these agencies
would in many instences be prohibitive by reasson
of cost or inacecessibility of the individusl
communities. However, the comsolidetion of Negro

2830e Tabdle 111, p. 16.

29Interview, Superintendent of Education.
{o:;oct County, Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 1939-
940.

16



TABLE IXII
TRAINING OF KEGRC TEACHERS

16

IX SEVEN COUNTIES

OF MISSISSIPPI--1930-1940

— —— ' + =

-

Yraken from records of Jeenes
ippi.
‘!hgtn from records of Jesnes
18; ” -

: :;;:nn from records of Jeenes

®peken from records im Offiece
ation, Collins, Eississippi.

S | Tpeken from resords im Office
’_::f»inn. Hernando, Hississippi.

BPaken from records in Office

i 8faken from records of County Home Demonstration Agent,
8t, Catherine Street, Natchez, ¥ississippi.

Teacher, CGloster ,
Tezcher, Fort CGibson,
Teacher, West Polnt,

of County Superintendent
of County Superintendent

of County 3Superintendent

etion, Hettiesburg, Hississippi.



TABLE III--Continued

1940
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| lege | lege pol {Level | Total
5 wew eve sew - 29 . 15 47
“ 9 see 3 “awe 5 5’ “
ben. 1 sae ‘ R ; lﬁ : 28 45
1y Talavipw fw 57
n k 4 8 10 10 . sew 40
to owe S ees eew 10 Y 3B a5
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Schools in Forrest County hes placed at the dis-
posal of such @gencies centers from which 1t is
possible to Carry the benefits of these agencies
to the entire Begro populetion of the county.
Consolidetion of the Negro schools of
Forrest County has given the Negro boys end girls
of the commty: (1) better equipped, better
lighted, detter heated 2nd better ventilated
buildings; (2) better drinking and sanitary ar-
Tangements; (3) etiragtive school grounds; (4)
better gualified @nd more experienced teachers;
(6) reduction of the number of gredes taught Sy
each teacher usuelly not more than two; (6) sd-
dition of high aohool.dcpartaents. 211 of whieh
are'dopartuentalizod; {(7) an enrichea eurrieculas,
(8) greater opportunity for extre-curricular ang
eommunity 8ctivity. The edvantages thus obteined
ecst only $19,857.36%0 gng resulted in en ip-
ereased school attendancé. better salaries end

& longer term.

3.bis. Travis. Finencisl Study of Negro

Educetion in Missiseippi, Neshv e, Tennessee,
George Peabody College, June, 1937, p. 50. ¢f.,
hbl’ I'. P 18.

17
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and played a great pert im the comsolidation
movement which followed.>2

The aveilability of these funds,however.
could not have achieved the splendid results
obtained in Forrest County without the whole-
haerted support of the white and HNegro citizenms,
guided by & sympathetic, diplometic end
goursgeous superintendent of educetion. QOme of
the regulations governing the granting of the
funds, mentioned abovo." for use in 2 community
was that they must be matched dy the county and
the community. In other words, the citizens of
Forrest County hed to provide funds to meet the
conditions imposed by these foundations. Ac-
cordingly, ths property owners voted & special
tax levy to promote the system. COtherwise, the
movement would have been 1npoc|1blo." In 1935
the total expenditures for Hegro educetion was

32y, E. Hoffit & Patti M. Broom,
Years of r 83 and & lionnial Snrvc o

Educetion 88issippi, Bul. N Rslcara
Pul. BNo. 1, Dlvicion 05 Intor-.ticn anl Statis-

ties, Departaent of Bdusetion, Jackson, Hissis-
sippi, 1931, pp. 20-21.

33gs. snte.p. 19.
343¢ringer, Op. 0it. . p. 70.

20
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$19,857.36 or §18.20 per capita. Of this amount
$15,618.33 was obtained from losal texstion end
$4.239.02 from the state per cepits allotment.
how much the succees of this mew movement--con-
solidation of Hegro schools--depended upon the
cooperation of the white property owners is
shown by the fect that they owned 52,652 acres
of land velued et $1,236,248 while the Negroes
owned 4,511 scres valued at 080.645.’5

Summing up this review of the development
of the Forrest County Negro sehool system certain
fectors seem to stand out as directive foreces in
its final consummation:

1. Passage of 8 school consolidetion law
by the State Legislature im 1910.

2. Loss of the lumber interests resulting
in the shifting of the population to other
areas and loes of revenue to the county.

3. Experience gained smd results obtained
from consolidetion of the white sechools of

the county.

4. The evailability of philamthropic funds.

“’r"i.o Qh 211-_' p. 50.



6. The epprovel of the white citizenry of a
special tax levy to support the comsolidation
of Begro schools.

6. A sympathetic and gourageous Superin-
tendent of Education.

This review of the program of Negro educa-
tion in Forrest County has been set forth here in
order to present & genersl picture of the situs-
tion--development, cost, adventages, operation,
sechool population, teaching persomnnel, and at-
tendance-- 28 it obtains today. With this picture
before us it will be poseible to ascertain
whether the program of education for Negroes in
Forrest County will bring the seme sdventages to
other counties of Hissiseippi. The ddee of
school consolidation has taken firm hold in Mis-
sissippi. It hes proven its value in providing
grecter educational sdvanteges to the white ohil-
dren of the stete. It has 2lso proven its velue
as a progrem for Negro educetion as evidenced by
the fect that there are now sixteen consolidated

schools for Hegroes in Mississippi. Since

36ygot21t ana Broom., Op. Cit.. p. 56.



Forrest County represents the most outstanding
achisvement in the comsolidation of Negro schools
we shell attempt to show that the sdvanteges de-
rived from such 2 system of Negro schools by
Forrest County will follow its adoption by other
counties of the state. »



CHAPTER 1I

BZGRC SCHOOLS IN OTHER COUNTIES
OF MISSISSIPPI

Are the advantages of the Forrest County
system of Begro education of such velue &2 to
werrant its adoption by other counties of the
state of Mississippi? We shall institute a
somparison of Forrest County and Adams Couanty
from 1920 to 1940 in order to show the past and
present situation in the two counties. If such
comparison shows the Forrest County system for
Hegro education superior to the system in use in
Adems end other counties of the state then Negro
gdugation in other counties would bemefit by the
edoption of the consolidated progrem for Negro
schools. For the purpose of meking this comperi-
son, the following six gounties heve been se-
lected:

Yo MABUBsz2s 665 sngssss .. JI9P

2, Mmitlecccccccceness 1814

3. Claiborn@cccccevnse 1802

8¢ QAP o esnsioionsinl 38N

6. Covingtonaescssveses 1819
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60 maato-o---.o.o.o--.-- 1885

Some of these counties are located in widely
sepereted sress of the state while others are
immedistely &d jacent to Forrest Connty.l

In 1934, the Stets Department of Edumeetion
of Hississippi conducted e survey of the plant
£36111%4e3 of ths publis schools of the state. ic-
cording to this survey there were 1440 Hegro school s
in Hississippi. Of this number 717 were housed 4in
tenant ocebins, farm houses, snd store b5uildings whish
wore totelly unfit hygienically and otherwise for
school purposes. 789 of these schools were conducted
iz churches that were im mo way sdepted to pablie
school nesds, but were slightly more satisfastory
than the privatsly owned buildings. The privstsly
owned buildings were donated for free use by indi-
viduels who were interested in having schools for
Segross in the community. This survey is &n in-
diotment of the state of Hississippi for its failure
to mske provision for the physicsl facilities of its
schools for Negroes.® The schools irn the coun-

l3ge map, p. 26

2 _

4 Survey of Plant rccgl%si%g of the Fublis
Sshoals az §§§§;gg1§E§. X1iI, 1534, State De -
ment o noation, Jackson, ¥issiseippi.



NO. V

De 5657@‘ ‘;Afou ‘ LALCUR.N
»——JrMARSHAtlD‘ wm

TATs -\,\L,[ lopeuriss

e o UNitoW Jj’

Pe MTc'[ecl Lee

TiSHomiINGC o

JTAWAMB A

PavoLA  |Lapaverre |

zh

oANOMA ——r
i T T YaloBuskia L_ | ———
: —J CALHOWN L

! Cwcicashw |MoNROE

———_—
Bolivawr | o F—
o = LAY e
’ Z | wimsyer I Y
el § e et
- - CkTIBHENAN o wubt's
2
5 ¥ 13 fchoeTaw -|
= l _— =
3 A — ,
il w
a Hompyrey| Holmes Noxu BEE
N ATTala
WinSTONR
Py § 4
:/ % ~
3l 39 Yazeo LeakE |ESwosA| KemPER
b y
MaAD! SeN
—l ScoTT | NEwTo® |AuverDALE
WpRREN
Hiwos
‘RAnmu SMiTi  [Jasrer | Clarice
| Simpson /‘
i
CoplAH [ o
11
lC.vau J, NES W
-
LiNcolp v \
3 mr‘
3 b‘Vls
g 4 Mlmo»
: Amite PikcE 4
WilkINsSaw :
LAnu.
2 WALTHALL : PIRRY GerEENE
' Paant
RivER SToNE GtoRcl .
=l AC RS oM
J HARRISON
’C’Auca:x %Kﬁ




2y

ties mentiomed sbove® fell under the seme gemeral
clessificetion es those described im the survey
end the situstiom hss continued precticelly the
seme up to 1940.

Adews County in the southweet cormer of
Uissiesippi 1s situated on the Uississippi River
end is the oldest county in the stete. It wes
the encient home of the femoue Netches Irdians
about whom centers much of the ection of the

early history of li'lillip'1¢‘ 4 description of

the early sohools of ideams County could not be
given more acourately than that given in the sur-
vey made by }ho State Department of Rducation in
1934.5

In 1920 there were thirty one-tescher
schools in the county. These schools were being
conducted in ohurches, old stores, end log cebins,

the use of which was gremted by some patron who

0e. sate, p. 24.
“4abel B. end John 0. Femt g%ltcfz of
. 8

liuolcsiggi. Jeckson, Wiseiseippi, ssissip-

b
A Survey of Plent Facilities of the Publie
Schools 5f Hselsslpsl. TITT Tores o he Publis




desired & sehool in the community or by the land-
lord. There was mo school squipment of amy kind
except crude pine board benches. ® Adems County
either 414 not understand the great sdvantages

to be derived from the Rosenweld Fund or was very
reluctant to make use of its provisions. Im 1940
there were only three Rosenweld schools in the
sounty, twenty-three one-tescher schools and nine
two-tsacher schools. There wers only two three-
teecher schools in the entire county. Thus the
totel number of Negro schools in Adems County wes
thirty-four. These buildings, omitting the
churches, were valued et $10,000 end were very
much in need of rlpsir.’

Land in Adens County consists of hills and
river bottoms end the average price in 1940 was
twenty dollars per asre. Prior to 1920 gotton
was the chief money producing orop becsuse the
land was well sdapted to cottom culture. However,

the coming of the beoll vccvil' and unscientific

6Records, Home Demonstration Agent, 26 St.
Cathorine Street, Natchez, ¥ississippi.
"1v14.

S4abel B. and Johm C. Fenmt, 0p. Cit..p.276.



ferming wrecked the sgriscultural interests of
Adams County end an era of emigration set in.?
This wes in turn eggrevated by the penic of 1933
from which the county is just now gradually re-
covering.

In 1931 the school population, enrollment
and atiendance reached their greatest number.
Thers begen & gradual decline which by 1938 hed
reduced the school populetion from 6,221 im 19851
to 4,016, the enrollment from 3,299 teo 1,980,
end the attendence from 1,721 to 1,560. This
loss of school populetion wes due wholly to the
panic of 1933 whioch brought agriculture in Adems
County to its lowest ebb. An enslysis of Tabdle
No. V1 shows thst the enrollment over & period
of ten years was 51 per ocent of the school popu-
lation, and the average daily sttendance was 65.1
per cent of the enrollment. This indicates thet
for some resson 49 per cent of the childrem of
Adems County d4id not enroll in the schools and
34.9 per cent dropped out before the close of the

school toru.lo

%Ivid. pp. 260-3.

19500 rable V1. pege 30.
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Forty-seven teachers were employed im the
Hegro schools of Adams County in 1980. All of
these teschers were below high school level. In
1940 the same number of teachers were employed,
but there was some improvement in their training.
Five were college gradustes, twenty-seven were
high school graduastes, and fifteen were below
The high school level. The average ealary of the
teachers in this county in 19350 was thirty dollers
per month, and the school term was six months in
longth.ll In 1940 we find the same salary |
schedule and the seme school term. Approximately
25 per ocent of the teachers board eround in the
communities, while 75 per cent motor to and from
school each day. This hes the effect of rendering
the tecchers less deeply concerned in the welfare
of the comaunities whers they ere employed.l2

In 1940 none of the Hegro schools of Adams
County hed 2 deep well, running water, or drinking
fountains. Ho provisions were made for extra

v

lllncoras. County Home Demonstretion Agent,
Adems County, 26 St. Cetherine Street, Natchesz,
.’..'1.'1”1' 1987-1940, 2!.' M"' 32.

1395. ante, Proface, p. xii.
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ocurrioular activities with the possible exception
of health clubs. There was no leboratory equip-
ment. or electriec lighting aystem in any of the
Sschools and only twelve had stendard seating
errengements. There wae not e single Negro high
school in the entire county outside of the County

sest. 1o

However, we note from tle County Agent's
report that ninety per cent of the schools had
sanitary pit teilets. Credit for this ecoom-
plishment goes to the County Demonstratien igent.
According to 2 finemeciel study of Negro
educstion in Mississippi, adams County received
from the stete treesury in 19851‘ a per eapita

ellotment of §$29,057.12 for the education of its

1’Beeoril. County Home Demonstration Agent,
Adams County, 26 3t. Cetherine Street, Hatche:z,
Mississippi, 1937-1940, ef. ante p. B2.

4rravie, Op. 0it.. pp. 21-116. Dste prior
to this date were not aveilable and subsequent
statistics of the Hissiseippi Stete Depertment of
Educetion are not compiled gccording to eny uni-
form system. Hemce, it is perticularly d41fficult
to analyse finenciel date in the bienniel reports.
Consequently throughout this dissertation the
data for 1935 presented by Kr. Travie must of
necessity be used. However, since there is but
slight verietion in the ellotments for Negro
educetion from year to year, the figures for 1935
present & fairly scourste picture for the entire
deceds, 1930-1940,




Begro school population. This means thet the
county was gremted §7.11 for esch of its Negro
educables. 0Of this amoant £19,948.40 was ex-
pended for Negro educetion. Thers is no indica-
tion of the disposition of the unexpended
§9,108.72 which is slightly more thanm 31.4 per
sent of the total allotmeat for the Negro sshool
population.

Another significent item found 4n this
study is that out of the total privately owned
acreage {686,670 acres) Negroes owned 12,526 acres
or slightly more then 12.6 per cent. 15 This
means that the Negro citizems of the county pay
& 1little more than 1/7 of all the tax paid on
the land acreage of idams county.l‘

A careful study of the records in the
office of the County Superintendents of Education,
and of the reports of the Jesnes teeshers of the
sounties considered im this study revesls thet the
story of Hegro educstion in Forrest snd Adams
counties, with slight veristioms, parallel each

1%3ee Table No. IV, p. 18.
16 Loe. git.




other before comsolidation oceurred in the
former. Hemoce, 1t is logical to assume that the
improved condition in Forrest County im 1940
esme &8 the result of somsolidation.

Data for the remaining counties under
congideration is extremely meager 2nd on many
points umevailable for 1920. Since there was
but slight chanmge in the situation between 1920
and 1930 a discussion of the situation as it
oxistod 4n 1930 amd a Somparison with the situ-
8tion in 1940 will be msde for Amite, Claiborne,
Clay. Covingtonm anmd DeSote counties.

AMITE COUNTY

Amite County is centrally located just
north of the Louisiana-lississippi state line,
betwsen the Mississippi snd Pearl Rivers.)? mme
201l i3 poor and sandy except that which lies
along the banke of the small ereeks and rivers,
and is valued at twenty-five dollars Per acre.
It is interesting to mote thet the nearest rail-
road to the County seat is Seventeen miles away.

178.. map, Pe 26.



Parming and lumdering are the ohief industries
end both pessed through the perelyzing effect of
the pamic of 1933,

In Amite County the pPhysicel situation
shows no cheage from 1930 to 1940. 1In both
periods there werse fifty Begro schools and of
these only one was & voll-con.trlotod. well-
8quipped Rosenwald building velued st §3,.000.
The remeinder of the buildings wers of the Cali-
fornie type of construction, 18 but in many in-
stances churches ena tenant cebins were used in
the zbsence of publie buildings. Nonme of these
Schools had deep wolls, adeguete lighting facil-
ities, drinking fountsina, or laboratory equip-
ment. Thirty-seven were one-teacher, ome-room
8chools; twelve were two-teacher 8chools; and
one wes & three-teacher School. Thirty-seven
schools had Ssnitary pit toilets; in the other

1'1 Californie type structure s reotzn-
:alcr in shape snd unceiled. There are no stud-
irg exespt at thse corners, the doors and the
windows. The sides are 12' planks placed edge
to edge and the Joints thus formed broken by
nailing over them a three inch plenk as long as
the walls are high. The floor is also of 12

Pl‘lk.o



8chools there were either surfece toilets or in
Some ceses nome at &ll; the buildings were un-
painted, and the grounde were unsttrective,l?

In 1930 the County employed fifty-five
Begro teachers for & term of five months. How-
ever, in 1940 en edditional month wes given
bringing the length of tarm o a8ix months.

The average salary peid these teaschers
both in 1930 and 1940 wes twenty-five dollars
per momth. Only three college gradustes were
tesching in the county inm 1930. The remsinder
©f the teashers wers below the high school

lovolazo
4 study of the school population, en-
rollment, and eversge deily attendence ia the
Negro schools of Amite County from 1930 to 1940
| shows that the enrollment for the ten year perioad
{ was 81 per cemt of the school population, and the
T 2verage dsily ettendsnce was 77.8 per cent of the

onrouunt.81 The Negro schools enrolled a

192000748 of the Jesmes Teacher, Amite
County, Gloster, Hissiseippi.

30300 Tedble ¥o.III, p. 16.

'1300 Table BNo. VIII, p. 38.
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sreditadls percentage of the Negro children of the
county, but the sotusl deily sttendance failed to
resch the total number which the enrollment leads
us to expect. The decline in population wes not
28 pronounced in Amite County ez 1t was in Forrest
end Adams counties because no banks failed and few
business firms closed their doors. Likewise the
saw mills of the county remained in operstion and
the farming people through wages earned ez dey
laborers st the mills, were sble to underwrite the
loss of the customary revemne from the farm, due
to lack of merket amd low prices.
Table IV shoms thet in 1935°% smite

County received from the state tressury $16,270.28
to be used for the treining of ite Begro educables.
Of this amount §14,762.70 wes expended for Hegro
education. Ho mention is mede of the £1,517.18
which remeined unexpended. In other words the
state allowed §3.87 per educeble Negro child, but
the county expended only §2.51. It is slso in-
teresting o note that ont of the totsl privately
owned lend screege (184,620 sores) Negroes owned

2201, ente, Note 16, p. 34.
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27,309 ecres or slightly more tham 14.7 peor gent.
Thie indiestes that the Hegro citizems of the
county pay = 1ittle more them 1/7 of 211 the tax
on the land asreage in Amite couty.“

The ourricule of the Negro schools of
Amite County neither 4in 1930 nor yet in 1940 went
beyond the elementary grades. No provisions were
made for home economics, vosstionsl agrieulture,
extra-curriculer or community eetivities. OQutside
of the county seat not & single high school was
aveilable to Negro boys end girls. They were per-
mitted to attend the high school at Gloster, but
were required to pey tuition out of their personal

resources. 24
CLAIBORNE COUNTY

Claiborne County is located southwest of
the center of li.lillippio‘ Ite northern and
western boundaries are respeotively the Yazoe
‘River end the Mississippi River.

s 3

23300 Tavle IV, p. 18.

24pecords of the Jeanmes Teacher, Amite
County, Glogter Mississippi.



Landing at Bruinsburg, which has 8ince
disappeered ia the flooa weters of the Missiseippi
River, Genmeral Grant marched through the county
to the memoradle seige of Vicksburg. The Cone-
federate forces met the Federsl ermy Just four
miles west of Port Gibson, the county seat. 28 It
is interesting to note thet the dattle scarred
chursh sti1l stends where this preliminary em-
gegenent ocourred.

In 1930 Claiborne County hed forty-five
Hegro schools. Fourteen of these schools were
well-constructed Rosenwald buildings with ample
blackboard space. However, there were no
drinking fountains, stendard school desks, labo-
ratory equipment, or provision for electric lights.
Some of the remaining thirty-two were conducted im
churches and others in crude box-like buildings
eéreoted by the patroms with contributions from
their personal resources or funds secured through
concerts snd entertainments. Equipment in this

group of schools was very linitcd--nonally a few

®Mebel 3. and Jomn ¢. Fent, Op. Cit..
Pe 182,



home~made benches and one bleokboerd.26 mne
water supply for sl1l of the schools wes the
neighbors' wells or em open epring. The school
buildings, exelusive of churches used &s school
buildings, were valued at approximetely £20,000
&nd there were no teachers' homes. The situa-
tion in 1940 had made some slight improvement
&8 follows:

1. Twelve schools had deep wells.

2+ A fara shop operated by the county

farm egent had bsen erected.
3. B0 per cenmt of the schools hed seni-
tary pit toilets.27

The soil 4m Claidorns County 4is a 1light
¢lay losa, the fortility of which hes been great-
1y depleted by excessive cotton oulture. It 4s

valued at twenty-five dollars per acre. The

| oounty was at ome time & grest cotton producing
area, but the boll weevil, poor farming methods,
and the panic of 1933 destroyed the aseendancy

"Icoor!- of the Jeanes Teacher, Claiborne
County, Port Gibsen, Mississippi.

27Records of the Jeanmes Teasher, Clsiborne
Comaty, Port Gibsen, Hississippi.



of sotton. Im 1940 hardwood menufacture, stock
end osttle reieing, ocotton seed ¢rusiin¢ and
other manufectures eécted &s & balange to agri-
oulture, %8 No benk failures characterized the
panis of 1933 in Claiborne County, bdut the boll
weevil and the desire for more fertile land
ceused a shifting of the ferm population to
other sectioms of the stete. This movement made
itsel? very evident in the educationsl program
of the county.z’

4 survey of the school population, en-
rollment, end &verage daily attemdence of Clai-
borne County from 1930 %o 1940 shows thet the
&chool pepulation reached its peask in 1931 while
the school enrollment d1d mot resch the pesk un-
til 1933. 4After 1931 the sehool population
8radually declined from 2,936 to 2,694 in 1940,

88‘ Program instituted by Governor White
of Mississippi whereby he Sought to bring inte
the state a sufficient number of industries so
that eny loss of revenue to the farm population
by reasom of 1gss of market or bad erop years
might bde allevistes through wages made available
by Jjobs in these industries. He called i%:
"balancing ggriculture with industry. »

29%%abel B. ena John C. Fent, 0p. oit.
PP. 250-261. - -



and the enrollment alternsted between imecrease and
loss until in 1940 it wes only 1921. Im the mean-
time the sverege deily sttondence incrsased
stesdily with slight veriations until 1940 when 4%
fell away to 1,485. 4n enslysis of Tseble IX shows
that 76.5 per cent of the school populztion was
enrclled and 72 per cent of those enrolled sctu-
2lly attended lcheol.’e

The falling away of the school population
was due to the ceuses mentioned sbove.’l fThe
peculiar situstion presented by the figures of
the sarollment and the sverage deily attendance
esn be expleined by the bresking down of the vast
cotton growing system which jornittod children
to attend school who in other years were engaged
in some duty in the cotton fields. The drop
which occourred im 1940 was directly tracesble to
the loss of interest cesused by the shortening of
the school term to five months.>®

%03ee Tadle 1x, p.45.

8lcs. snte, p. 43.

32Records of the Jeenes Tescher, Cleiborme
County, Port Gidesonm, ¥ississippi.



45

*eTqeTIeARUR 938(q

8°4d 2 T4 g8p’t T26°T 692 0¥6T-626T
4°24 98 4L09°'T 012z 9192 826 T~4261
‘X°es T*4 638°T 81Tz e¥4'z 926T-g26T
9°69 8°4d et ¥22's £g8‘y ¥e6T-eceT
269 2°24 89% 1 031z 986 ‘2 26 T~186T

q026T~826T

Bnjoe | queo xegq £13eQ

que9 Ieg edvaeAy Jhkuunﬂw

OQGﬂlonOﬂaiHmmHmmHmmHﬂ thboo ANHOAIVTO
Nuz<QzHHB<.HAm<Q IOVEEAY QNY “ILNEWTIONNT ° HOILVINAOd TOOHOS OHUOEN

XI TIavy




The number of teasghers employed in the
eounty in 1930 was forty-five; the average salary
per month wes §27.50 One of these teachers was a
s0llege graduate; four were ebove the high school
level; six were high school graduates; end thirty-
four were below the high school level. There was
somé slight improvement im tescher preparation in
1940 beceuse we find that there were seven
teachers sbove high school level, tem high school
graduates, and twenty-eight below the high school
level. 53

In both 1930 and 1940 there were no
changes in the ocurricula of the Hegro schools of
Claiborne County. 41l of her schoole were
classed a8 elementary eéxcept in the town of Port
Gibson where thers wes a three-ysar high school.
Ho provision was made for home esonoemice, vo-
caetionel sgriculture or high school training inm
the rural aree. The only extre-currieular sctiv-
ities wors twenty health slubs end ten glee clubs
organized in 1937 by the County Jesnes tescher.3¢

”800 Teble 11I1,p. 16.

34pecords of the Jeenes Tescher, Clsiborne
County, Port Gibson, Mississippi.



4n enalysis of the fimsmcial disbursements
of Claidorne County for 19352 shows that the
state of Wississippi granted the county $10,636.33
or slightly more then $5.87 per Hegro educeable.
However, the county expended $1,042.79 more than
the stete allotment or slightly more then $4.25
per Hegro child. It is interesting to note thst
while the county expended 38¢ more per Negro child
than the state granted,it expanded st the ssme
time §$38.83 for the educetion of eseh white child.
The enelysis shows alsc that ont of the total
privately owned land acresge (138,683 sores)
Begroes owned 20,337 scres or glightly more then
14.6 per cent. This shows that the Hegro citizens
peid a 1ittle more then 1/7 of 1l the taxes peid
in the Claiborne County on its privetely owned

land uarca.n."

CLAY COUNTY

Clay County is located northesst of the
conter of the state not far from the Alabems-iis-

47

%5:¢. ants, Fote 18, p. 34.
%636e Tadle 1V, p. 18.



sissippi state 1ime.®7 It wes carved out of the
territory onee owned by the Chootew Indiens. It
wes said of these Indiems that they remeined sle
ways the friemd of the white man.®® In faet
much of the eerly expansion of the state of ¥is-
sissippi was possible begause the Choctaws hed
such leaders as Folsom, LeFlors, deshulitubber
and Hittaketehd.>? The county in 1930 was exn-
geged chiefly inm cotten growing, but the vicis-
situdes which overtook the farming interests
throughout the stste occurred im Cley County slse.40
In 1930 Clay County head fifty-six schools
for Begroes. lNome of these schools were Rosen-
wald schools and all of them wers classified es
one-teecher schools except the towm school &t
¥est Poimt, the county seet. Home of these
8chools had deep wells, drinking fountains, ade-
guate lighting fecilities or laboratory eguipe
ment. Tmeaty-five psr ocent wers erudely buils

273¢0 mep, p. 26.
s‘chnrlnu 8. Sydnor erd Cleude Bernett,
!1.:10312¥1 History, New York, Rend, MeNally and
“’.u. ) pp. 07-103.
%Suevel B. ema John ¢. Pent, Op.git..p. 132-6.

“Osyanor end Bemnett, 0p. git.. p. 376.
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Celifornis style box houses?l and the remeinder,
except for the three-tescher end four-teacher
schools which will be mentioned later, %2 were
churches used ss school buildings. There were
but few blackboards, no instructionel meterisl,
end no standerd school desks. Not a single
teacher's home wes srested in the county and

the sanitary Errsngements were open surface
toilets or were entirely lsoking. This leck of
proper sanitation is importent in view of the
fact that Hook-worm and Typhoid Fever omce so
prevalent especially inm the rural ereas of Mis-
8iseippi ere directly traceable to the open
surfece toilet. Since the discovery of this
Soures of infection a constant warfare haes besn
waged in order to bring about the proper dis-
posal of human oxercta."

The effeect of this warfare at length

41c¢.ante,50te 19, p. 37.
‘gI“u. Pe 50.

‘!iabcl B. and John ¢. Fent, Op. ¢it., pp.
285“0



reached the Negro schools of Clay County as it
414 in other counties of the state of Missiesippi.
We find in 1940 that ninety-five per cemt of the
schools had erected sanitary pit toilete. we
2lso find that the number of schools hed been
reduced from fifty-six to fifty-two. The
shifting of the population led $0o an increesse in
sertain sestions of the county which necessitated
the building end operstion of two larger schools--
one of which is a three-teacher school and the
other a four-teasher school. 8lightly more than
67.3 per cent had installed sanitary water
coolers. With the exception of these changes
tyo physical school plant of Clay County re-
nainod'qs 1t wes in 1930, %

Clay County ouploynq in 1930 fifty-seven
teachers for e school term of seven months et en
average salary of thirty dollars per month. How-
éver, in 1940 the aversge selary was reduced to
twenty-two dollers and fifty cents, emd the
school term to six months. The teaching per-

sonnel suffered no change in number, but the

“Rocordu of the Jeanes Teacher, Cley
County, West Point, Hississippi.



qualifications underwent s 8light improvement.
In 1930 only three eollege graduates were teaching
in the county. The remaining fifty-four were
below high school lsvel. In 1940 there were five
eollege graduates, forty-twe ebove high school
level and only tem below the high school level.45
This improvement has been greduslly asccomplished
through the splendid work of Mary Holmes Seminary
and the Okolome Industrisl Institute, private
schools, located in end near Clay County.

Teble X which enumerates the school popu-
lation, enrollment, and &verage deily attendance
in the Negro schools of Clay County from 1930 to
1940 indicated & downward trend over the ten year
period. 4An snelysis of the table reveals that
73.2 per cent of the total Hegro school popula-
tion enrolled in the schools &nd 74.6 per cent of
those enrolled actually attended. There must be
some explanation for this loss of 26.8 per cent
of the school population and 26.4 per cent of the
earollment to the schools.6 ppe same causes

46300 Padle 111, p. 16.
48300 Tble X, p. B2.
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which affeected the population, emrollment and
average daily attendance of the counties previous-
1y presented in this study hold true for Clay
County also. !hn Seme shifting of the farm popu-
lation to othor 8reas of the stete ocourred emd
the same read justments head to be made before the
population trend egain turned upward. 47

In & finameiel study of Negro edtcntien in
Mississippi, ur, Travis shows that Cley County
recoived in 1985“ from the state treasury
$16,475.65. This emount was paid to the eounty
on the basis of her Begro educedles. The county
spent on Hegro education during thet same Year
§8,086.00. 1In other words, the County expended
only §1.90 for the education of each Hegro ohild
although the stete granted for this purpose §3.63
per child. The study does not meke clear how the
remaining 50.9 per cenmt of the allotment wes ex-
pended. 4 further analysis of the disbursements
of Clay County for Begro education as given by

Hr. Travis discloses thet there were 98,324 acres

S ot 2ut0s 0200

“C B “t.. Hote 16. P 4.
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of privately owned lsnd in the county. 0f this
land, Hegroes owned 16,152 acres or 16.4 per
sent. This is just snother way of saying that
Begroes paid slightly more then 1/6 of all the
tazes levied on the lana noria;c of Clay County.
Another interesting item in the study is the
feot that during this same period there were
only 1,667 white educables in the county, but
$29.99 per child wes éxpended for their educs-
tion, 49

The most stertling faet indicated by the
report of the Jeanes teecher is there was not
& single school of high school clussificstion
in the entire sounty in 1920 nor still inm 1940.
There were no provisions for training in home
egconomice, vocetionsl egriculture or extra-
curricular activitiss except some twenty-five
8lee clubs end forty health clubs supervised
by the Jeasnes toaehor.‘e

COVINGTON coUnTY

Covington County is located in the gen-

49340 Teble IV, p. 18.

50necoras of the Jecnes Tescher, Clay
County, West Point, dississippi.



tral seotion of the Gulf soastal plain, eighty
miles north of the Gulf of Mexico. It is the
locale of the Freedman Ridge Negro settlement,
often celled Nigger Ridge in derision, where the
Hegroes owned 2t one time ninety per cent of the
lsnd.

The soil in Covimgton County is a light
sendy loam. These lands were onmce covered with e
dense forest of long leaf yellow pine snd a2t one
time lumbering was the ohief industry. PFrom 1900
to 1926 Covington County enjoyed its greatest
prosperity as & lumbering center. By 1930 the
forssts had been cut out and the saw mills dis-
mantled. The closing down of the saw mill forced
2 pert of the population to shift to other sec~-
tions of the state 2nd foreced e change in the
chief occupation of thet portion of the population
which remained im the oonnty.'l Oftimes whole
villeges which had grown up around these mills
icro deserted.

The peopls who chose to remeim im the
eounty resorted %o farming. Although the soil

®lsyanor end Bemnett, Op. Git., pp. 283-7.



¥as poor, the people by mesns of scientifie
ferming have mede this county & successful egri-
culturel region. However, the depression of 1932
struck herd at the ferming industry =nd caused
erother decline in the ferm populetion. Im 1940,
however, the population had eagain become adjusted
to new methods epd conditions end were elowly
regaining their normasl pro-pcrity.sz

In 1930 there were fourteen Hegro schools.
Two of these schoole were the thres-teecher type;
five were of the two-teesher type; =nd seven were
of the ome-tescher type. Hone of these schools
had edequate lighting, drinking, er laboretory
ecuipment. HNeither 44d they heve standard school
desks, zdeguete blackboerde nor sepitary toilet
errangements. 5

In 1940 there were fifteen Negro schools
in the county, two of which were comsolidated.
The remeining thirteen schools were of the onme

énd two-tescher type. All of these schoole hed

®2syanor end emmett, p. git., PP- 280-1.

551§cg91%1 Reports, State Superintendent
of Public Education, p- bl.



desp wells, five hed drinking founteins; ome hed
running water; four hed e teecher's home, eight
had standerd school desks end sanitery pit
toilets; three had provision for electric lighting,
end two hed & minimum of laborstory 01‘1pl08t-5‘
Eence, it cen be assumed thet tem of the eschools
of Covington County had no adequate drinking
arrangement; seven had no regular sehool desks or
sanitery toilets; twelve Rad mo provieion for
edogquate lighting; thirteen hed no laborstory e-
quipment of eny kind snd in eleven the tescher
either boarded around in the community or motored
to and from school esch day. The physicel plant
of the Covington County scheol eystem for Negroes
was velued et approximetely $15,000. Four motor-
busses tramsported 21l of the children in the con-
solideted districts, except those within walking
distancs, to amd from sehool at am average sost

of §$60 per month. *®

“Rnoorlo. Cffice of Superintendent of
Bdueetion, Covington County, Collins, Mississippi.

553:00:&.. Office of Superintendent of
Eduecation, Covington County, Collins, Hississippi.

57



The school population, smrollment and
average daily ettendasnce from 1925 to 1938 shows
& steady decline in number; the enrollment and
&verage daily sttendence show this same downward

trend with slight fluctustioms in 1936. The
peak of the populetion was reasched in 1938 when
it numbered 2,13%; the pesk of the enrollment

end the averege daily sttendance was reached in
1851. The tem year period presents a strange
anomely im that only 74.5 per cent of the popu-
lation enrolled, but 83.3 per cent of those en-
rolled remsined in 8chool.%® This may be ex-
plained by the fact thet two of the schools were
consolidated and carried grester inducement for
@ heavy enrollment and attendance.

zvcnti-thrlo tecchers were employed im the

schools of Covington County im 1930.57 for a
term of six monthe et en aversge salary of twenty

dollars per month. Thirty-five per cent of
these teachers were sbove the high school level

&nd eixty-five per cent were without any high

5‘8.' Teble II. Pe 59.

573iennial Reports, State Superintendent
of Publie Education, P Bf.
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school training. 1940 presented & much improved
situation in teacher gqualifications, length of
term, and average salary of the Covington County
Hegro teachers. There wers seven eollegs gradu-
ates, twenty-eight above high school level, end
five high school gredustes. Ths below high
school teacher had deen alsniantQA.s' The salary
schedule edvenced from twenty dollars per month
to twenty-seven dollars end fifty cents. Except
for the consolidated schools whose term had been
inoressed to eight months the sshool term ree
meined six months in length.>®

There are certain types of training which
8ll raural NHegro schools should give--home eco-
nomics and vooationel agriculture-- thet ere
basic to the welfare of the rursl Hegro. Any ru-
rel school system for Negroes which fails to pPro-
vide this basic treining is woefully short of
meeting the most pressing needs of the individual
and the community. The Begro school system of

83¢e Table 111, p. 16.
5’].00:4.. Office of Superintendent of

Education, Covington County, Collins , Mississippi.

E_f.o u“. ".l. 'III. P 38.



to provide such training because they d1d not 80
beyond the cln-ontary gredes. In 1940 the vital
subjects mentioned above were sdded because there
were two Gonsolidated schools in the county which
offered two Jears of high school training.

Using the number of Hegro edugebles in
Covington County 4n 1935‘° 88 & basis, the state
treasury of Mississippi ellotted the county
$23,775.77 for the training of Hegro boye and
girls. §18,322.90 was expended for Segro educa-
tion. 7?This me2ns thet whereas the state granted
slightly more than $3.87 for each Negro educeble
the county expended only §2.90. A% the same time

white ghila, Another 1ntoreatia¢ item is the
ownership of land in the county. HNegroes own
27,722 sores of the 204,574 scres of lend in the
county. The &oresge owned by the Hegroes was 13.5
Per cent of the total Privately owned asreags.
This means that the Hegro oitizens of Covington
County paid 1/7 of 21l the taxes levied on the

cs. ante , mote 16, p. 34.
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privately owned land 8creage in the omty.‘l
DESOTO counry

DeSeto County is loceted in the northwest
eorner of the state of lilli;tippi-‘g It was
named in honor of Hernando DeSoto, the great
Spenish Conguistador who, 1t is thought, first
beheld the Mississippi River in 1541 at some
point along the present western border of the
oonnty." Hostof the land is hilly or rolling
and is the yellow elay loam type. The county
has been for many years extomsively engaged in
agrisulture. It passed through the disastrouns
period of the doll weevil, single erop farming
and the depression of 1935.“ However, through
the adoption and use of scientific methods of
faerming DeSoto Couaty is slowly roga}n!ng its
former prosperous condition.

The county is one of those counties in

61see Tavle 1V, p. 18.

2see map, p. 2s.

3sydnor and Bennett, Op. Cit., p. 25.
4uabe1 3. end Jomm ¢. Penmt, Op. Cit..p. 278,
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Mississippi where the population is predominantly
Negro. However, the opportunities for the educa-
tion of the group are very meager. In 1930 there
were two three-tescher 8chools, five two-teacher
8chools, end forty-ome one-teacher schools making
2 total of fifty-eight schools im the county, 656
With the exception of the two three-tecscher schools,
21l of these schools were conducted in ghurches
end tenent cabins. There wers no deep wells, ade-
quate provisions for lighting, laboratory equip-
ment or sanitary drinking arrangement. Such
things es instructional material, blackboards,
stendard school desks, teachers' homes and sanitary
toilets either d4id not exist or were very limited . 96

In 1940 the situation remained unchanged
éxcept that four schools had drinking fonntain-:
the number of sanitary toilets had increased to
thirty-four; and the number having proper seating
arrangements to four. There were two three-teacher

schools, fifteen two-teacher sechools and forty-ome

65Biennial Reports State Superintendent of
Public Education, p. 51l. 4

66Recoras of Begro County Ferm Agent, De-
Soto County, Hernenmdo, Mississippi.



ons-teasher schools im the comnty in 1930, dut
in 1940 thers had been added one five-teascher
8chool and an additional three-teacher school.
These changes likewise inereased the number of
schools from fifty-eight to sixty. The value of
the school buildings in DeSoto County exeluding
churches used for School buildings was epproxi-
mately $5,000 both in 1930 snd 1940, 57

The school population, enrollment and
average daily sttendance reached the greatest
number in 1931. However, a steady decline soon
set in which reduced the Populetion, from 12,356
in 1930 to 8,917 in 1938, the enmrollment from
9,983 to 5,176 end the average daily attendance
from 8,166 to 3,864 pupils. This is but enother
Way of saying that over the ten year period the
Begro schools of DesSoto County enrolled 68.2 per
cent of the sehool population snd 63.7 per cent
actually attended ochool;"

In 1930 DesSote County employed seventy-

"nneordl of Farm Demonstration Agent,
DeSote County, Hernando, Miseissippi.

‘8800 Tedle XII, p. 65.
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Seven teachers t¢ tesch in its Negro schools for
8 tora of four months 8t a1 aversge salary of
twenty dollars per montn.%® Out of tnege seventy-
seven teachers twelve wWere high school graduates
2nd sixty-five wers below high sohool level. In
1240 the 8ituation remeined the same except that
there were eighty-five teschers and out of this
number ten wers above the high school level,
thirty-seven were high schosl 8raduates and
thirty-eight were bolow the high sehool levey,”
411 of the Hegro schools in DeSoto County
&re classified as 8lomentary. No high school
training what-so-ever 4s made available to its
Hegro boys sna 8irls. 4s in the other counties
mentioned previously no provision is made for
instruction in home 6conomies or vocatiomsl
agriculture. Sinos Hegroes do ninety per cent of
the ferm work in DeSoto County amd 88rve as cooks
&nd servents in the home of practically every
white citizen, certainly these two types of edu-
cetion should be emphasized in itg pProgram of

3ee meble vIrr, p. 38.

’onocordo. County Farm Agent, DeSoto County,
Hernando, Miseissippi. Cf. Teble 111, P. 16.



Negro edusat ion.

Table IV disclosss thet 4n 1935 DeSoto
County on the besis of 1ts Negro educables, re-
ceived from the state treasury of Miesissipp1
$34,094.37. 1The county spent on Negro educatiom,
during that seme yeer $9,401.14 having a» unex-
pended bslance of § 24,698.43. There is no indi-
cation of just what disposition was made éf thie
belance. In other words ¢he state allotted to
DeSoto County $32.86 per cepite for the education
of its Negro educadbles, but the eounty spent
only $1.07 per capits on Negro educetion.’ *

4nother contrast noted im this same table
is thet out of the totsl privately owned land
ecreage of the county (95,098 acres) Negroes
owned 22,317 ecres or 23.4 per cent. This means
that the Negro citisens of DeSoto County pay
nearly 1/4 of the tsxes levied on the privately
owned land ecreege of the county. We further
oell ettention to the fect that during this seme
time the county spent 242.02 per sapite om its

"1gee Tedle IV, p. 18.
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white sdnsadles.’®

Proper ventilation of the school building
is absolutely necessery if the heslth end mental
efficiency of doth tescher end pupils are to be
kept et their meximum. However, we have not
plaged much emphesis on this factor because from
our description of the physieal plants to bde
found in the various school systems under dis-
cussion it is evident that vonfilntio: is not a
probleom except as to ite regulation. It is to
be noted that in the well-comstructed school
buildings ventilation and its control has been
edegquately provided for by the proper arrange-
ment nid structure of window end door spece. But
in the school buildings of the other counties
under discussion the cracks in the floors, walls,
and cedilings with the windows slosed only with
wooden shutters which must be opened in the
coldest weather in order to secure light the
problem of ventilation becomes & rather hit or

miss proposition.

721p44.



CHAPTER 111

COMPARISOE OF PORREST COUNTY
WITH SIX OTHER COUNTIES OF MISSISSIPPI
ASD RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER CONSOLIDATIOE

'In meking this study of the Negro school
systems of Adans, Amite, Claiborme, Clay, Coving-
ton, DeSoto,and Forrest Counties, w; have en-
deavored to give & brief sketch of the historical
background of ezch county. We find:

1. That all were carved from territory
csded to the United States by the great In-
dien tribes which had ocoupied it for
thousands of years before the coming of the
white man; that &ll have practically the
same type of soil valued a2t spproximately
the same price per acre; that in ell except
Forrest County the Negro population exceeds
the white; that the entire population, both
white and black experienced the seme indus-
trial and finsnciel reverses; that all en-
gage in the same occupations. In every
instance control and management of the schools

and funds dedicated to their meintenance are




in the hands of the white population and
elthough there is 2 great dilpcrity between
the educational opportunities offered white
educables and those offered Negro educables
in each of the counties under diseussion,

yet some attempt has been mads to provide
educetional opportunities for the Hegro popu-
lation.

2. The Hegro educeationel program in these
counties prior to 1920 presents e pieture
of one-teacher schools , three to five months
school terms, pitifully unprepared teaching
persomnel, unsightly end insdequeate phyesical
faeillities, and indifference on the pert of
officials and white citizens. This picture
remained practically the same in ell of
these counties even to 1940, with the single
exception of Forrest County.

3. Prior to 1920 there was only one type
of school im eny of these counties -- the
common district school. After 1920 twe
tyree sppear in Forrest County~-- the consol-
idated and unconsolideted. However, im 1930
the unconsolidated type hed disappeared en-
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tirely.

4. In 1940 Forrest County had well-con-
strueted and adequately equipped Negro school
buildings velued at $40,000. The combined
valuation of school buildings in the other
8ix counties was §60,000. Im other words,
the physical plant in Porrest County was
worth epproximately two-thirds &s much as
that in 211 the other counties.

5. The Forrest County program of Hegro
education provided ample instructional
material, adeguate blackboard Space, necessary
sanitary facilities for conserving the health
©f the sohool population, mimimum laboratory
eguipment end supplies, standard seating ar-
rengements, and besutifaully lsid out grounds.
Hone of these sdventsges were provided in the
other counties 2s 2 whole.

6. However, the other six counties under
discussion were not totally lacking in all of
the advantages which consolidstion brought to
the Negro schools of FPorrest County. It is
to be noted thet in Adams conafy. 90 per cent
of the Hegro schools were supplied with seni-



tary toilets; 35% had stendard seating equip-
ment, and 25% had adequete dlackbosrd space.
In imite County, 74% of the Negro schools had
sanitary toilets; 2% hed stemderd desks; 10%
had adequate blackboard Space; and in Clai-
borne County. 50% of the Negro schools had
sanitery toilets, 26.6% had deep wells: 31%
bad ample blackbosrd Space. In Clay County,
96% of the Negro schools were supplied with
sanitary toilets; 674 had drinmking founteins;
end 19% hed adequate blackboerd space. In
Covington County 52% of the Negro schools
were supplied with senitary toilets eand stend-
erd school desks; 100% hed deep wells; 231/3%
were supplied with drinking fountains; 13 1/3%
had 2 minimum of laboratory equipment and sup-
plies; 90% hed sdequate blsckboard epace; and
2% wers fitted with proper lighting facilities.
In DeSeto County 56.6% had drinking fountains
end sanitery toilets, and 6 2/3% hed drinking
founteins and standard school desks.

7. The length of school term for ell Negro
schools in Forrest County was eight months in

1940. 7The school term in the other six coun-
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$1e8 for tne game period of time wes as
follows:

1. 4mite, Adems, Clay end Covington®
six months.

2. Claiborne had only five months.

3. DeSoto had only four months.

8. In 1940, the average salary for all
Hegro teschers in Forrest County was thirty-A
two dollars end forty~-eight cents, smd in
eddition to the cash salery there were pro-
vided teschers' homes for those teschers who
¢ared to avail themselves of the service. The
8verage salary of Hegro teschers in the other
six oouat;o- for the same period was as fol-
lows:

1. Adems, thirty dollers per month

2. Amite, twenty-five dollare per monmth

3. Claiborne and Covingtonm, twenty-seven
dollars and fifty cents per monmth

4. Clay, twenty-two dollers end fifty
cents per month

5. DeSoto, twenty dollars per month.

lrhc term for the two consolidated schools

was eight months in length.
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9. In 1940 Porrest County Negro schools
enrolled 2 higher percentage of the school
population then eny of the other countiss
investigated by the writer.® With regard
to the percentage of attendance Forrest
County again proves itself superior to all
the other counties under discussion. Al-
though the percentage of sttendance in
Covington and Amite counties exceeds Porrest
County two and soven-tenths and onme and
three-tenths rc-pcdtivaly. Forrest County
enrolls twelve and seven-tenthe per cent
more of the school population then Covington
and eight and three-tenths per cent more
then Amite. |

10. Statistics show 2 wide discrepancy in
qualifications between the tesching personnel
of the Negrc schools in Porrest County and
the six other counties. Ten per cent of the
Negro teachers in Adems County, sixteen per
cent in Amite, two per cent in Claiborme,

eight per cent in Clay, and twonty-thr&c per

2800 Table XIlI, p. 75.
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cent in Covington had received their Beachelor
Degree.® However, in Forrest County thirty-
nine per cent had completed their college
treining. Three per cent of the Hegro
teachers in Amite County, thirteen per cent
in Claiborne, twenty-two per cent in Clay,
fifty-three per cent in Covington, and eleven
peér cent in DeSoto had received scme college
treining. At the seame time forty-two per
eent in Forrest County hed received equal
treining. Thirty-one per cent of the Hegro
teachers in Adams County, seventy per cent

in Amite, sixty-two per gent in Claiborne,
seventeen per cent in Clay, and forty-four
per cent in DeSoto were below the high school
level. During this period there was not s
single teacher bdelow the high school level

in Forrest County. Likewise fifty-seven per
cent of the la;:o $eachers in Adams County.
nine per cent in imite, twenty-two per cent
in Claiborne, fifty per cent in Clay, twenty-
three per cent in Covington, and forty-three

%see Tebdle XIV, p. 77



- TABLE XIV

TRAINIRG CF NEGRO TEACHERS IN SEVEN COUNTIES
OF MISSISSIPPI~-1930-1940

30

| 52 55
Claiborme® | 1 oob & doi & 34 45
Clay? 3 Snd i T 57
Covington® | ... Son » > T - 40 40
pasese® & lo.el fesk JodePlaw] 2w §asce] o
Forrest® 3 e ses 23 28

‘ P aty Ry
St. Cetherine Street, Natchez, Hississippl.
Preken from records of Jeanes Teacher, Gloster, Mississippi.

®Teken from records of Jeanes Tescher, Port Givsen,
Mississippi.

47aken from records of Jeanes Teacher, West Point,
Mississippi.

®Taken from records in Office of County Superintendent
of Educetion, Collins, Mississippi.

TPaken from records in Office County Superintendnet
of Education, Heranendo, Mississippi.

ETaken from recored in Office County Superintendent
of Educstion, Hattlesburg, Mississippi.
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per cent in DeSoto hsd completed their high
school training, whils in Forrest County omly
geven per cent of the Negro teachers were
found to be in this seme clessificetion.

11. During the process of comsolidstion,
which occurred over 2 periocd of ten years
(1920-"30), Forrest County eliminated all of
its one and two-teacher Negro schools. Henece,
in 1940 we find that out of the seven coun-
tios under discussion, Forrest County wes the
only one which had established & complete
system of comsolideted schools for Hegro edu-
cation.

12, BServices rendered by certain govern-
mental sgencies -- Heelth Units, Agricultursl
AdJustment Administration, Farm Extension,
County Demonstration Agents, snd Home Demon-
stretion Agents, to mention a few, were more
availsble to the Negro populstion of Porrest
County than the other counties by reeson of
the consolidetion of its educational efforts.

14. 4ill of these countiee received certain
per capita allotments on the basis of their
Negro educebles, but only two of them ex-
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pended more then the per cepita allotment for
Jogro education in 1986.‘ the only year for
vhich fineneial statistiocs are available.

15. During this ssme period these coun-
ties made on average oxpenditure of sixteen
dollars for the edusation of whits shildren
to one dollar for Negro children. Forrest
County spent half as much for the education
qf its Negro children as it 414 for its
white children.

16. In all of these countiee there is a
special tax levy in some instances for the
support of Agriculturel High Schools, end
Junior Colleges, =nd in other ceses for
consolidated schools for white ohildren. Ne-
gro citisens who owned as little as 1/8 snd
as much 88 1/4 of the land soresge, as well
as white eitizens were required to pay these
special levies, but out of 211 the counties
hers presented Forrest is the only one which
expended any of these taxes on Hegro educe-

tion.

‘rravis. 0p. git.. Nete 30,p.17.
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The Forrest County system of consolidated
schools for Negroes has made possible to s larger
extent all of the educational eadvantages inherent
in a vital and adequate educational program and
offers better opportunities for the adveancement
of its Negro group, mentally, morally, and
physically, than any other of the sountiss thus
far considered. This seems to us to indicate
thet the extension of consolidation, mot only to
the six counties under consideration, dut to
every county in the state would edd mueh the
greater effectiveness of Negro sduceation. For
this reason we shall state here some of the
methods used in the introduction of the system
into Forrest County.

A Tew years prior to the beginning of the
movement for the consolidation of Negro schools
the white citizens organized a white comsolidated
distriet and erected a magnificent school
building. The Negroes seeing the wonderful ed-
vantsges and educational opportunities teo be
enjoyed with such 2 system and for which they
helped to pay, desired a similar school system.,
Accordingly, the Negro patrons through the local



Trustee Boards solicited and obtained the active
support of the white citizens of the communities
concerned and a special tax levy was granted to
further .tho plan. The matter was then carried
to the County Superintendent of Education who
became & steunch edvocate of the plam. A com-
mittee then appeared before the Board of Super-
visors and the request for comsolidation was
grented by the bhoard. At this point the County
Superintendent called in the Assistant State
Supervisor of Negro Education and with his help
& survey was made showing probable costs, loea-
tion, highwey conditions, school population, and
available funds. One petron gave the school
site-- seven acres of beautifully situated land,
another donated building material, and all con-
tributed to the limit of their personal re-
sources.

The State Department of Education becoming
aware of this splendid spirit on the part of the
Negroes of Forrest County,not only helped to
make the initial survey, but econtributed sudbstan-
tiel sums of momey from funds allotted to it by
certein philenthropic foundetions. The first



consclidation of Negro schools took plece in

1920 and the rest of the County using similar
methods of procedure, followed in rapid sue-

cession.

The plan of action which secured the ad-
vantages of a sonsclidated school system for the
Negro citizens of Forrest County ligiS.‘OII be
adopted in other counties of Mississippi with
due regard to local conditiocns. Hence a study
of the needs of each county desiring the bene-
fits of consolidated schools and the spplication
of the procedure outlined by Forrest County as a
mesns of securing these benefits is strongly rec-
ormmended.

It is further recommended first, that the
Negro Parent Teacher Associations snd sll women's
erstnizutiéni meke every effort to win the ap-
proval and support of similar orgenizations of
white women in the communities seeking consoli-
dation; looonély, that the commmnities make use
of the services of the Jeanes Teacher, the County
Farm Agent, the County Demonstration Agent, and
all other agencies, both governmental and phil-
enthropie, whose business is the improvement of



the people through education.

This is the age of c¢o-operetion. The es-~
tablishment of the Forrest County system of con-
solidated schools is but amother expression of
the power of concerted asction. wWe firmly believe
thet 1f the concerted sction of Negro citizens,
the effective co-operation of white citizens,
both individually and organizationally, and the
active partieipation of all other persons dedi-
cated to the improvement and welfsre of the com-
munity ecould be secured and directed toward a
study of this problem a fairer distribution of
educational opportunities and more adequate edu-
cational facilities for the Negro population of
Hiliisaippl eould be secured.
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CONCLUSIONS

The faets and statisties presented in
our study of the educational program for
Negroes in Forrest County, Mississippi and
certain selected counties in the seme state seem
to us to warrant the following conelusions in
regard to the period under discussion, 1930-1940:

1. Thet the selected counties with the
possible exception of Covington were so poor-
ly equipped in physical plant facilities as
to render them totally insdequate for school
purposes.

2. That the Negro schools in the selected
counties were seriously lacking in those
necessary provinion: whieh insure the proper
physical, mental, and morel development of
their Negro educables. |

3. That the ilduntrinl and economic con-
ditions have been the same with some slight
verietions for the entire group of counties.
Hence the consolidation of Negro schools
carried out in Forrest County could have

been carried out in the other six counties.



4. That the benefits derived from consoli-
detion of Negro schools in Forrest County and
two schools in Covington County, prove that
the progrem is workeble and could be edopted
by other counties. Moreover, it is reasonmable
to assume that similar benefits would follow
the adoption of eonmsolidation for Negro
lehgoln in any other county.

5. Thet the roarcity of well prepared and
thoroughly trained teschers rendered it li—
most impossible for the Negro schools of the
selected counties to serve adequately the
needs of their Negro educables.

6. That well prepared and thoroughly
trained Negro teachers were not available
becasuse of (a) low salary schedule, (b) poor
plent facilitles, (¢) and inesdequate pPro-
vision for teacher comfort.

7. Thet the low enrollment and poor at-
tendence of the six schools under considera-
tion was spparently due to the uncomfortable
buildings, ill-trained teachers, lack of
equipment, and failure of the eurricula to
challenge pupil and community interest.



8. That the merging of many one and two-
teacher schools into a few lerger and well
conducted schools would bring about greater
co-operation on the part of the Negroes who
in meny ceses ere willing to make the sseri-
fices reguired to provide meterisl snd equip-
ment which ere necessary for e well ordered
school.

9. That Negroes by reason of their owner-
ship of lend end conseguent paying of taxes
ere truly citizens of these counties, and
deserving of more adequate educational facil-
ities. We eernestly believe that these
feeilities, with all their sttendent sdvan-
tages, could be made evailable in each of
the counties under dlscussiorn eand throughout
the entire stete of Wississippi, if the state
per cepite ellotment, end other taxes levied
for educetional purposes could be apportioned
in the same spirit es thet which seems to
enimete the eitizens and sdministrative forces
of Forrest County.
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