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PREFACE

in treating this topic, The Rise and Effect

of Sociel Orgenizations in Louisienes During Re-

construction, the s2uthor's object is to show how

‘these orgenizetions ceme into existence, their
disrupture of the sociel order in the State, end
their permenent effect on the social thought of
Louisiena. There were hundreds of organizations
end societies in Louisisna, but they were either
absorbed in the lerger associstions or were iden-
ticel in purpose end effect. The organizations
which were most influentiel in the change of
social thought in regerd to the HNegro in Louisi-
ene, are the orgenizations herein treated.

The suthor wishes to thank £ll who have
eided her in the writing of this thesis. Spe-
cial acknowledgment is due to Dr. Pesul Kunkel,
whose petient direction is sincerely eppreciated.
The assistence rendered by Sister M. Redempta,
the librarien, mede the writing of this thesis
possible. w;thout her eid it would have been
almost impossible to secure certain valueble

source meterial, obtained from the Tulene end

Louisiena Stete University libreries.

Berenice C. Allain
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The Civil VYer was indeed 2 costly disaster.
During the bitter, long, hard years of strife
there was neturally & constent drain on 21l the
resources of'both sides. The once rich end
prosperous South wes prostrate at the close of
the encounter. Southern homes were either com-
pletely burned or in ruins; southern fields were
pillaged end robbed; end southern cepital was
absolutely worthless. This was the position in
which the ex-Confederate States found themselves
at the end of the Civil Wer.

Louisiana hed suffered severely from the
operations of the Union armies within her terri-
tory, &nd it was to be & dif!icult task to re-
store that prosperity the Staée had once enjoyed.l
The ruins of burned houses and farm-buildings,
the remeins of work animels, flocks and herds,
which had been killed when it wes inoonvoniont.

for the pillaeging Union ermies to carry off alive

1. John R. Picklen, Reconstruction in Louisiens,
102.




with them, &nd the meny widows end orphens crying
for aid in their destitution, were 2ll evidence
of the deploreble conditions of the State.2
With the beginning of reconstruction, Loui-
siena, the "bread-besket"” of the Confederscy, wes
overrun with carpet-baggers. Hoping to profit by
the confusion end uncerteinty of the Negroes at
this time and to use them as 1§ntrumentl in their
schemes of obteining quick, eessy fortunes amid
the ruins of the war-torn State, these carpet-beg-
gers incited rece frictions between the newly
emancipated Negro &nd his former master. Slavery,
which had existed since the eerly colonization of
the State, was interwoven with the thoughts, hab-
its end deily lives of both raoes.3 an¢ the too
sudden change of relationship between mester &nd
ex-slave effected an atmosphere of inflammatory
gensitiveness and expectancy. '

The Negroes were required to join the secret

politicel clubs orgenized by the oarpet-baggors.4

2. Richerd Teylor, Destruction and Reconstruction,
2360 i

3. Ibid.

4. Welter Lynwood Fleming, Documentery History of
Reconstruction, II, 28.




Through the medium of these organizetions, the
Hegroes were taught to trust only those who hed
brought about their liberation--the Republicens,
end to distrust, es their sworn enemies, their
former mesters, some of whom were enxious and
willing to help their former slaves.

The provisions of disfranchisement in Lou-
isiena, perheps the most severe of 21l, had
disqualified

ell who hed held militery or civil office

for as long &s & yeaer im the Confederacy,

e2ll who wrote or published newspeper er-

ticles or preached sermons 'in advocacy

of treeson', end 211 who hed voted fog

or signed the ordinance of secession.
Thus, & learge mejority of the white populetion
of Louisienes wes disfranchised.

Race riots were frequent, &nd were directly
responsible for meny of the conditions in Loui-

siena after the war.® Visualizing whet might

5. Williem A. Dunning, Esseys on the Civil War
end Reconstruction, .

6. Oscer H. Lestage, "The White League in Loui-
siene &nd its Perticipetion in Reconstruc-
tion Kiots", Louisiene Historical querterly,

July, 1936, 619.




heppen in the State, Governor H. W. Allen, in his
farewell eddress &t Shreveport on June 2, 1865,
geve the following edvice to his fellow Louisi-
anans:
Until order shell be established &nd socie-
ty with ell its sefeguerds fully restored,
I would sdvise thet you form yourselves in-
to companies and squads for the purpose of
protecting your femilies from outrage end
insult, and your property from spoliation--
& few bed men cen do_much mischief and de-
stroy much property.
Governor Allen, though only &t the brink of the
long period of reconstruction, foresaw the need for
home orgenizetion if the northern victors were in-
clined to meske cepitel our of the Negro's freedom.
The whites of Louisiasna, convinced that only by
desperate means could Louisiene be wrested from
the grasp of the cerpet-baggers end NQgroes.a or-
genized into secret politicel essociastions =nd
groups for protection. Some of these orgeniza-
tions will be treested laster in this thesis.
Both sides were active in forming clubs, for

there were hundreds of such federstions formed

7 Lestﬂgﬁc 220 21&0. 619-620.

8. Fenny L. Bone, "Louisienes in the Disputed
Election of 1876", Louisiene Historicel Quer-
terly, XIV, 420.




throughout Louisiene. These clubs were similer
in eims, methods, 2nd hebits; however, they did
not have 2 continuous existence either locelly
or throughout Lonisiana.g

Clubs originsted as conditions required;

end &8s necessities were locel in many

instences, so were the orgenizations.l0

The secret organizetions of both the Radi-

cel, or Republicen, element end the Conservative,
or Democratic, element of the Staete played & ma-
jor role in the government, end consequently the
reconstruction of the Stete of Louisiana. They
were the direct cause of the change of social
thought in regerd to the Negro end his status in
Louisisne society, end were, therefore, largely
directly responsible for the widening gep of an-
tegoniem and distrust that ceme to exist in
thought end feeling between the Negro and the

white man.

9. Lestage, op. git., 628.
10.1bidd.



CHAPTER I1
THE FREEDYEN'S BUREAU IN LOUISIABA

Towerd tﬂé cloae\of the Civil Wer the need
of & central organization for the cere, protec-
tion and rehasbilitation of the freedmen wes in-
deed evident to meny, but wes made the object of
astive concern by only & small port:lon1 of those
who reelized the severe handiceaps under which
the emencipated Negro wes obliged to cerry on his
existence. Of this smell group of esctively in-
terested parties the representatives of various
religious and benevolent societies of the North
hed mede themselves prominent by their individ-
uel work smd by their cooperation with the fed-
eral officials in their effort to relieve suf-
fering eand to promote industry, education and
morality.z

The first of these voluntary organizations
to turn its ettention immedietely after the

Civil Wer to the needs of the freedmen eand re-

1. Paul Peirce, The Freedmen's Bureeu, 34.

2. Picklen, Op. ¢it., 134; Peirce, op. oit., 25;
Fleming, Welter, Documents Relating to Recon-
struction, Nos. 6 & 7. 2.




fugees in Louisiasna, was the Americen Missionary
Association, &n organization formed sbout 1837.3
with the relieving of humen misery, destitution
and need as one of its principal eims. Hundreds
of relief societies, supported by churches end _
individual subsceriptions, were scattered over
the country, three of which extended their oper-
etions to Louisiana; nemely, the New Englend
Freedmen's Aid Society, the National Freedments
Relief Associetion, and the American Missionary
Associetion.? These relief societies were all
entirely dietinct end independent in organiza-
tion, direction end sction.®
As 2 result of their efforts timely re-
lief hed btsen given to the infirm, the
sick, and thg penniless in cemps end on
plantetions.
S8ix schools were esteblished in Louisiene by

7

benevolent societies,’ and meessures were teken

3. W.E.B.DuBois, Blsek Reconstruction, 77.

4. Peirce, op. cit., 27-28; DuBois, op. cit., 78.
6. Peirce, op. cit., 27-28.

6. 1bid., 32.

7. Executive Documents, 39th Congress, lst sess.,

- + Ex. Doc. No. XI, 3; Annuel Cyclo-
pedie, (1866), 337.




in some ceses for the reguletion of lebor and the
insuring o!'juatiee.s

Although these agencies brought relief to
meny end served 2 bewildered people at & time
when they needed 2id desperately; still, they were
able to rezch only & small portion of the mass of
Negroes just freed from slavery. Sometinpa. their
purposes were defeated by corrupt and incompetent
officials; however, their grestest limitation was
the lack of & systematic, closely co-ordinated and
contralized sdministration.? 1In spite of such
hendiceps, severe and trying as they were, these
benevolent societies by the force end influence of
their exemple 2nd zctive interest, by their con-
stent eppecl to the public opinion of the nation,
end by their persistent labors with the authori-
ties in Weshington, proved to be forceful factors
in the creetion of the Freedmen's Buroaulo-- an
esteblishment which wes intended to &id in the ad-
Justment of the Negro, but whioh; not long after

its ocreation, cerried with it 211 the baneful in-

=

8. Peirce, op. cit., 322.
9. 1bia., 33.
10. DuBois, op. cit., 220; Peirce,_op. ¢it., 34.



fluence of & bureaucracy.

About 2 month before the surrender of General
Lee, on Harch 3, 1865, Congress passed & bill
which esteblished the Freedmen's Buresu in the
Stetes of the late Confederescy, of which Louisisne
'had been & pert. The Freedmen's Bureeu in Louisi-
ane as well as the other ex-Confederate states,
was thereupon created in eccordence with the pro-
visions of this bill, shortly after its passage
by Congress. The functions =nd operations of the
Bureau in Louisiene was largely similer to the
functions and operations of the Bureau in the:
other southern states.

A Commissioner, eppointed by the President,
was to be the heaé ¢f the Buresu, with en essist-
ant commissioner for each ex-Confedereste State.
President Lincoln eppointed Genersl QOliver Howerd
heed of the F;oedmen'a Bureau.11

Howerd wes neither a great administrator
nor & greet men, but he was & good men.
He was eympethetic e&nd humene and tried

with endless application and desperate
sacrifice to do & herd thenkless duty.1l®

11. Executive Documents, 39th Congress, lst sess.,
- » Bx. Doc. Ho. I, 40.

‘12. DuBois, op. cit., 223.



10

The 2ssistent commissioner eppointed for ILouisiene
was Rev. T.%.Comwey, who had been in the army,

but whose term of service had expirea.13 During
the first year of the Buresu's operstions in Lou-
isiene, conflict in regard to policy and methods

of edministration arose between the militery com-
manders and Bureau agents. Hdajor Ceneral A.Baird,
& Union general, then out of active service, &p-
plied for the post, end wes eppointed to teke the
place of Rev. Conway &s assistant commissioner, or
director, of the Pureeu in Louisiens,l? According
to the provisions of the law esteblishing the Freed-
men's Buiean. the official holding this office in
each state (whose headquartéra for Louisisne was in
New Orleens), wes to meke querterly reports to the
head of the Bureau, and the latter, in turn, wes to

meke & report &t each session of Oongreas.15

13. Exocutive Documents, 39th Congress, lat sess.,
66. Exo DOOO EO- XI. 45. :

14. Executive Tocuments, 39th Congress, 1lst sess.,
-186¢, Ex. Doc. No. XI, 38; Peirce, op. cit.,
62.

15. Executive Documents, 239th Congress, lst sess.,
1865-1666, BEx. Loc. No. XI, 28; McPherson,
Cherles, History of Rebellion, £95.
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In regard to the functions of the Bureau, we
find thet the militery commenders, treasury aéents
end benevolent societies working in Louisiesne hed
elready become familier with all the essential
elements in the problem with which the Freedmen's
Bureeu was to deel; namely, the metter of aben-
doned and confiscated lands, the problems of the
destitute end fugitive Negroes, and the difficulty
created by the influx of white refugees.>® .

~In eccordence with the provisions of the bill
of Merch 3, 1866, the Burezu in Louisiena wes to
supervise and mansge 211 abendoned lands, i.e.,
lands teken by the government while their lawful
owner weas voluntarily ebsent from them, whether
engaeged in fighting for the Confederacy, or other-
wise aiding or encouraging the rebellion.17 The
Commissioner, or head of the Bureeu, under direc-
tion of the President, was given suthority to:

set apert for the use of loyal refugees and
freedmen such trects of lend within the in-

surrectionary Stetes as shell have been -
bendoned, or to which the United States

16. Peirce, op. cit., 32.

17. Executive Documents, Z9th Congress, lst sess.,
- » BEX. DoG. No. XI, 40; McPherson,
OE' git., 594-595.




shall have scquired title by confiscation,
or sale, or otherwise.l

These tracts of land were to consiest of not more

then forty escres. The tenents were to be pro-

tected in the use of the lend for three yeers at

an ennuel rent not exceeding six percent of its

eppraised value for texation by the Stete euthor-

ities in 1860.19 At the terminetion of the three

yeears rental, or at any time within the period,

the land could be purchesed by the tenants et its

eppraised velue, previously fixed when the annusl

rent was determinod.zo

To meet the crisis presented by the absolute

destitution of the freedmen and the refugees

throughout the States of the late Confederacy, the

bill of Merch 3, 186F, gave the Bureeau control of

all
the

metters in which freedmen &nd refugees from

ex-Confederate States were concerned, under

18.

19.
20.

Executive Documents, 39th Congress, lst sess.,
- » Bx. Doc. No. XI, 41; McPherson,
220 cit. ® 596.

Ibid.
Executive Documents, 39th Congress, lst sess.,

- v BXe §°co Ho. II. 41; McI’heraon. 020
eit., 595.

12



rules approved by the President,?l end suthorized

by the Secretery of Wer to :
direct such issues of provisions, cldthing
end fuel a8 he may deem needful for the
immediate and temporary shelter and supply
of destitute end suffering refugees &nd
freedmen end their wives end children un-
der such rules s2nd regulations &s he may
direct.22 :

Besides these functions, the Bureau in Lou-
isiena also ected in & Judiciery capacity. Freed-
men's courts, or boards of arbitration, were or-
genized and meinteined by the Bureeu in all parts
of the State where it wes thought that the in-
terests of the freedmen could not safely be en-
trusted to the locel courta.23

The relief work of the Buresu in Louisiene
cen be divided into three classificetions: (1)
cering for the sick; (2) feeding, clothing, end
sheltering the destitute; (3) transporting lie-

gro end white refugees to their homes and to

. «8€88.,
1. fseurizs Jpousgnts, 39th Oofgregey, letneee:

cit., £695.

22, ixecutive Documents, %9th Congress., lst. sess.,

16¢5-1866, Lx. Loo. Ho. XI, 40; dcPherson, Op.
cit., £95.

23, Zxecutive Documents, 39th Congress, lst sess.,
TEEE:T%EF. Fx. Doo. No. XI, 22-283.

13
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better fields of labor, as well as teschers and
officers, or agents of the Bureau to their
pleces of work.%4 The elreedy existent hospitels,
edylums, and colonies were maintained end enlarged
by the Buroau.25 The ooloﬂicl. esteblished in
districts populated by Hegroes, were infirmaries
consisting of e hospitel and severel cebins for
the orphaned end helpless, &nd were used as
places of transit for persons seeking their homes.
There were four such colonies in Louiaiaha; neme -
1y, the HcHetton a2t Baton Rouge, the Rost &nd
deCutcheon in 3t. Charles Perish, the Sparks in
Jefferson Parish, and the Genersl Bragg in Le-
fourche Perish. The dependents pleced in these
colonies numbered 1,902 persons, 609 of whom were
sick. The colonies were orgenized with & superin-
tendent, & physician, & cultivator of lend, &nd

2 clerk.?® In Louisiane the number of hospitels

under control of the Bureau was unusually smell:

24. ﬁxocutizg Documents, 39th Congress, lst sess.,

mb'G. Exo ﬁoct Ho. XI, 14.
26. 1bid., 44.
26. Peirce, op. cit., 88; Ficklen, op. cit., 135.
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one in 1865; two in 1866; two in 1867; omne in
1868; &nd none efter thet yaar.a7 Asylums for
the eged and infirm Negroes, and for orphen He-
gro children under Bureau control numbered five
in 1866; five in 1866; two in 1867; three in
'1868; end none efter that yoar.za The totel
number of perions receiving eid from the Burezu
in Louisiene in 186f wes 1,469.%°

According to the bill of Merch 3, 1866, the
Freedmen's Bureau weg to operate during the Ci-
vil Wer end for one yeer thereefter. However,
Congrese recognized the urgent need for the con-
tinuence of the Buresu if the reconstruction of
the southern States wes to succeed, and pasreed
emendments which provided for the comtinuance
of the Freedmen's Bur'au.so end the incressing

of the institution's powers in ite fields of en-

27. Peirce, op. cit., 92.
28, Ibiad.

29. Report of Generasl Howerd, Annual Cyclopedia,
(1865), 377.

30. Fleming, Documents Relating to Reconstruc-
tion, Nos. 6 & 7, 2.




desvor.ot

In the beginning of its existence in Loui-

eiane, the Bureau issued large quantities of

rations to loyal refugees, dependent freedmen,

certein citizen employees and officers, and

citizens leboring volunterily for the freedmen, 22

However, after Cctober, 18€&6, it wes ordered that

the issue of rations be discontinued, ex-
cept to the sick in regulerly orgenized
hospitels end to orphean esylums for re-
fugees and freedmen zlready existing &and
that stete officisls who mey be responei-
ble for the care of the poor be cerefully
notified of this order, so that they mey
essume cherge of such indigent refugees
end freedmen &= age not embreced in the
sbove exception.?d

About the year 1867, the Bureau's work in

Louisiene became chiefly educetionel.®® There

were 141 schools in the state with 19,000 pupils

and 265 teachers.®® 3Some of these schools were

21.

32.
33.
34.
6.

McPherson, Edward, History of Recomnstructionm,
349.

Peirce, op. cit., 94.
Peirce, op. cit., 96.
Annuel Cyclopedis, (1870), 3l6.

Executive Documents, 39th Congrese, lst sess.,
- ® Eo 5000 NO. II. 29. 38.

16



orgenized and tsught by teachers employed and
peid by benevolent societies.®6 "So great was
the desire of the blacks for sducation”,®? that
at the close of each term the schools were gen-
erelly kept open throughout the summer vacation.

The institution furnishing day and night schools,

industrial schools, and Sunday schools. 38

The Buresu in Louisiana had begun its work
with su

idea which was fatel to its success:thet
the Negro wes & poor oppressed creature
who wes to be treated 23 the nation's
werd, and that the white was & hg;doned
tyrant who had to be restreined.

The officiels of the Bureau were of various
kinds:

honest men--more or lese feir-minded
end wise; honest men, hopelessly preju-
diced 2nd bigoted; and men without
hone-ty‘ wisdom, or esny other guslifi-
cation, 40

36. Annuel Cyclopedie, (1866), 376.

37. 1bid., (1870), 216

38‘ moi.o 220 2!_'9_0. 826-

%9. Thomes N« Page, "The Southern People During
Reconstruction”, Atlentic Monthly, LIXXVIII,
S.pt.. 1901. 2960

40. Ibid.
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Untortunatély. the lergest, or et least the most
active, element among the officiels was the last
group, which oénsiated of men bent on selfish
gein, who recognized in the newly freed Negro the
most promising instrument at hend for their pur-
pose, and used the Freedmen's 3ureesu as & me&ns
to that end.4l
There was & lack of tact, conciliation, end

sound Judgment on the part of some of the agents
of the Bureeu in Louisiana, and in many cases
they caused an |

inverterate enmity between the whites and

the blacks, instead of bringing about the

v g o e o e
In some instences the Negro in Louisiene suffered
great injustice end wrong et the hands of some
officiels of the Buresu, who used their powers
and opportunities for their own eggrendizement.43

The Negroes were required to register at the

41. Page, "The Southern People During Reconstruc-
tion", Atlentic Monthly, LXXXVIII, Sept.
1901, 296-297. : : '

42. Report of Gemeral J. Fullerton, Dec. Z, 1865;
Pleming, Documentery History of Reconstruc-
tion, 1, 340.

43, Annual ciologedia. (1866), 337; Ficklen, 0p.

c LR ] 1 .
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Buresu, end plenters in turn would 2pply for
whatever leborers they needed. The Bureau sup-
plied the planters with Negro workers, collected
their weges for them, &nd saw to it thet the
contracts mede with the Negroes were carried
ont.“ But, the corrupt officiels stole the le-
groes weges, "leaving their werds to get along
the best” they could; they compelled the Negroes
to work for them without compensation, and to

45 The

eccept bribes from their former mesters.
ects of 2 few agents of the Bureesu, "done through
e misteken notion of kindness to the blacks",
were such as to destroy the confidence thet
should heve existed between those plgnterq of
Louisiana who were endeevoring to give labor &nd

the freedmen, who worked in their fields, an im-

pertisl trial.46

44. Fleming, Documents Releting to Reconstruction,
Nos. 6 & 7, 24-26; Letter of Giulo Ademold,
New Orleans, Merch 1, 1867, Louisiene Histori-
cel Quarterly, VI, 278.

45, Letter of Giulo Ademoli, lew Orleans, iMderch 1,
1867, in ibid., VI, 278.

46. Report of Generasl Fullerton, Dec. £,1868,
Fleming, Documentary Hist of Reconstruction,
1, 240; FTeming, Documents %eTEting to necon-
struction, Nos. 6 & 7, 0.




By 1868, the Bureau in Louisiana, as well as
in 211 the states where it existed, had decidedly
entered into.politice.4” The orgenization wes
widely exercised for political profit, and served
a8 & convenient political mechine in the orgeniza-
tion end menegement of the Negroes.48 It wes made
an ective engine in the election of governors,
legisletors, members of Congress, &nd United
States Senators for Louisiesna. Public money and
property of fhe State wae used freely for these
purposes.4? 1In genmersl, the politicel operations
of the Bureeu were cerried on through the
instrumentality of}tha officers end willing
aegents of the bureeu, the freedmen's schools
end teachers, the missioneries sent out by
Sesulaeata Sirings Deuk T T

in Louisiena. Officers and esgents of the Bureau

were to be found at every stete election exer-

47. Jahee Rhodes, Histo of the United States, VI,
186; Demer Eyre, When the Xu Klux Rode, 26.

48. Peirce, op. cit., 170.

49. Fleming, Documentary History of Reconstruction,
1, 371-37Z2,

60. Ibida., 372.

20
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¢ising their politicel influence on the Negroes.
In meny cases the candidates for the prineipal
offices of the State were the "self-nominateqd
Trepresentatives of the Freedmen's Bureau",51
"The success or failure of the Bureau in g
Community depended on the character of the
agent in oharge".52 The Bureau's "most perma-~
nent influence" in Louisisne was the fixing of
new party lihee.ba Before the establishment of
the Freedmen's Buresu the Negro hed no politiecs.

Through its control of elections, it diq
much to secure to him the right of suf-

Thus it was, the Freedmen's Bureay insugu-
rated meny sogiel énd politicel factors hereto-

fore unheard of in Louisiana, or é&ny other

51. Fleming, Documentary History of Reconstruc-

tion. I,

52, Fleming, Documents Relating to Reconstrug-
tion, Nosi 6 & 7, 4.

b3. Peiroog 220 ci .y 1710
4. Ibia.
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southern state. 1Its work 2s an instrument in

the reconstruction of the ex-Confederate States
was completed. The organization hed accomplished
much good &8 well &8 much harm. ‘Whether or not
these two were belenced, or whether one out-
woigheh the other is & debateble question. How-
ever, on June 20, 1872, the Freedmen's Bureau

wee gbolished &nd its officers discharged.



CHAPTER 111
THE UNION LEAGUE IE LOUISIABA

Perplexed, &nd et the same time Jjoyous, the
Hegroes were wandering eround coiobrating their
new-found freedom. "As 2 body, the liegroes hed
been conducting themselves with propriety, &nd &
good feeling prevailod."1 However, cearpet-bag
spooulﬁtora recognized in this group of people &
powerful politicel force, if they were once or-
genized and made to eccept the cerpet-bag phi-
losphy. With this object in mind they begen their
cempaign of Negro organization under the title of
the Union League.

The Union League, sometimes called the Loyzl
League, was 2 secret society begun in the North
in 1862, &s = movement K to orgsnize end make ef-
fective loyal untiment.2 The movement spreed
with the federal ermies, and as early as 1863
was extended to Louisiana as well 2s other south-

ern states, among the sourthern unionists, who

1. Demer, op. cit., 36.

2. Welter Fleming, Documentery History of Re-
gonstruction, 1I, 3.




hed 2lready formed esmell secret societies in
Louisiene in copposition to the COnfedoraoy.3
These smell orders were absorbed into the Union
League with the hope thet through this one lerge
society en effective anti-Confederate political
perty would be orgenized in the State.? United
States army officers, officiels of the Freed-
men's Burezu, "loyalists”, or the Union element
in the State, composed the membership of the
‘Union Lesgue in Louisisne.®

During the period, 1866-68, the entire
character of the order in Louisians was changed
by the edmission of Hegroes into the Loagna.e
When Negroes were cdmitted, the whites of Loui-
siene withdrew from the League. This was not,
however, the cese with the carpet-baggers be-

longing to the organization, for they recog-

in the League & means of uniting the Negroes in-

3. Eleming. op. cit., II, 3; also, Doonmente Re-
lating to E CLT) nafruction. No. I11,

4, Fleming, op. cit.,11, 3.

6. Flemirg, Docnments Relating to Reconstruction,
¥o. I1I, 3.

6. Pleming, op. eit., 1I, 3-4.
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to & solid Republicen group.7 By the end of the
year of 1867, & large percentage of the Regro
population of Louisiana wes under the control of

¢ The membership »f the Order

the Union League.
wes now composed of the

disorderly element of the Negro popula-

tion and wes led end controlled by white

men of the besest and meanest type.?

Conditions for admission to the oigani:a-

tion were rather stringent for the times, and
fhoy were not alweys uniform. Those who wished
to join the Union League in Louisiens were re-
quired to pey en epplication fee of five dollars,
an initiation fee of five dollers, and a.monthly
due of not less than ten cents, or whatever the
president of that council required. Charters for
the organizetion cost five dollars, and whenever
it was thought that & larger sum could be col-
lected, the price of the charter was raised.l0

The Lesgue was well organized. The Hationeal

. P rlaﬂins. OE. °1t9. II’ 4; RhOCOI. 220 citoo VI.
180.

8. Fleming, op. git., II, 4.
9. Lester, J. C., Eu Klux Klan, 39.

10.Fleming, op. eit., II, 28.
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Grend Counecil 4n New York City was its supreme
heed. A Stete Grend Council with hesdquarters
in Bew Orleans wes esteblished im Louisiene;
while subordinate councile were formed under its

direction throughout the verious parishes of

the stato.n An annuel report was made by the

_Stete Grand Council to the Netionel organization
&8s to the number of councils ostahliahed'in |
Louisians, their location, membership, officers,
end any other matters of consequence pertaining
to the Leegue in the State.l?

The object of the Union League as given by
the Netionezl Grand Council in 1869 was:

to preserve liberty and the Union of the
United States of America; to maintain the
Constitution thoreof and the laws; to
sustain the Government and assist 4in
putting down its enemies; to proteot,
strengthen and defend e£ll loyzl men;with-
out regerd to sect, condition, or race;
end to elect honest and relizble Union
men to 211 offices of profit or trust in
Nationsl, State, end locel government;
and secure equel civil end political

- rights to ell men under the Government.!l

11. Pleming, Documents Releting to Reconstructionm,
BNo. 111, 4.

12. lbid., No. I11, 9.

13. Ibid,, Ne. II1I, 6.



Under the leasdership of its carpet-bag of-
ficers, some of whom were 2lso officers of the
Freedmen's Bureau.l‘ the Union League in Loui-
siane kecame the "machine of the ReAjsei Repub=-
lican Party".15 Ostrecism and 1nt1midation‘1n
extreme degrees were used among the Negroes by
Fegro members of the Leagus. Under no circum-
stences would the organizetion sllow & Negro to
assume on indifferent ettitude towards ite ec-
tivities; &nd should & Negro join with the
Democrates or Conservetives of Louisiane, he wae
forced to withdraw from the perty snd join the
Leegue because of the fines, threats, end
beetings imposed on him by the Leegue.l® The
Negroes were teught to evoid the native whites
of Louisianas in 21l matters, the latter being

represented =28 their neturesl enemies and the

14, Panl Peirce, The FPreedmen's Bureeu, 164.

156. Fleming, op. eit., II, 4.

16. Fleming, Documents Releting to Reconstruc-
tion, No. 111, 4; Oscer stege, "The White
League in Louisiecne end Its Participation
in Reconstruction Riots", taken from Loui-
sians Historical Quarterly, July, 193, 636.

27



28

Northern whites &s their only friends.l” A Negro
who desred to accept the advice of his former
mester wes persecuted by the League, whipped, &nd
in some cases put to deeth. 18

Night meetings of the councils were held once
a week in the Hegro churches and school-houses.
The members went armed to the meetings &nd were
there treined in militery drill late into the
night.19 Thrests of being returned to slevery,
speeches by visiting sgitators end Negro leaders,
and promises of confiscation were mede to keep
the Negroes under the control of their radical
leeders.2? In order to further consolidate the
Negroes, branches of the Union League for Negro
women were formed in Louisiane. When the letter
joined the society they pledged to discard their

husbends or sweethearts who voted the Democratic

17. Willie 4. Ceskey, Secession snd Restorstion of
Louisiene, 186; Documents Relating to Recon-
struction, No. III, 4.

18. Welter Cook, Secret Politicel Societies in the
South during tThe feriod of Kecomstruction, 19.

19. Documents Relating to HKeconstruction, No. 111,
4; Pieayune, July 1, 1874,

20. FlQMinBQ op. oit., 11, 4.
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ticket. HNegro Democrats in Louisizna were ex-
pelled from their churches end their wives or-
dered by the ministers to leave their Democratic
husbends.?l Members of the Union League were
forbidden to listen to speeches made by Democrats,
or by scalewags who did hot belong to the Order.
Cendidates for office were nominated by the or-
genizetion, ususlly officers of the Leszgue, end
no member could vote for & cendidate not endorsed
by the essocietion.®? Thus was elmost the entire
Hegro population of Louisiene fused into omne po-
liticel body.23 The Order enforced the strictest
possible diseipline on its members, &nd personal
injury, even desth, was the penelty for voting &
Democratic ticket.Z4 b

In Louisisnes the Lesgue was used as & secret

service bureeau. The letters of its members were

reeé aloud in the Negro churches,?® end Negroes

21. Fleming, Documents Releting to Recomstructionm,
No. Il1l, 4.

22. Fleming, op. cit., II, 4.

23. Piceyune, July 4, 1874.

24. Fleming, op. cit., II, 4.

25. Myrta Avery, Dixie After the Wer, 264-265.




working in homes end on the plentations of white
owners told whet political end sociel activities
were cerried onm.=°

The influence of unscrupulous white leesders

in the Leegue was responsible for much of

the disorder crested by the blecks. 27
Insults, burnings, thefts, ena murder throughout
Louisisne were committed by members of this or-
sanization.aa Crimes were committed egainst the
persons, families end property of men whose sole
offense had been thet they pad been in the Con-
federate Army.29

Parading end rioting, drunk end bent upon

o shoninetion ong o osiere Jgoeme in ome
There is no doubt that the fears of the whites
in Louisiene in regerd to the Union League were
well founded, "for the men who controlled them

hed reelly nothing in view but public plunder, "31

26. Avery, Op. cit., 264.

27. Pleming, op. ¢it., I1, 4; see Cook, op. ecit.,
17.

28. Lester, op. eit., 29; Phelps, 4., Louisiane,
366. . B Bl

29. lbid., 80.
30. Cook, op. eit., 19.'

8l. Fleming,op. eit., 11, 29.
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On election deys in Louisiena, compenies of
the Union League would merch to the polls, sur-
round the voting plece, steck arms, end vote as
meny times as their leaders thought necessery to
insure & Republicen success, o

With the organization of the Xu Xlux Xlen
end the Xnights of the White Ceamelis in Louisiena,
the activitieé of the Union League lessened end
finelly stopped entirely. The permenent result
of its work in Louisisne wes the zlienstion of
the reces; this, elone, mede it possible for the
¢arpet-beggers and scalewags to control the Negro
vote, end drew the color lime inm politics.33 How-
ever, "but for the strong orgenization and iron
discipline of the order, the blecks would have
been controlled and voted by the netive whites. "4

lotivated by selfish interests, the Union

Lezgue in Lonisiens tried to protect the Negro's

32. Cook, op. ecit., 20.

83. Fleming, Documents Releting to Recomstruction,
Ne. 111, T,

34. 1Ibid., No. 111, 4.

31



rights of freedom end oitiz.nship;35 but only
Succeeded by its shortsighted poliey in driving
& wedge between the Negro end his lewful rights
&8 2 citizen.

deny other organizations were formed &t
this time 2nd st s later pericd embodying in its
pProgram the aims and objectives of the Union
League. 7The latter, however, stends out in the
venguard of the movement. But whet is of specisl
significance in this consideration is thet the
Union Lesgue served &8 & model for most of the
other Negro secret Societies which were to de=-
velop in Louisiene end which were to contribute
their influence to the widening of the gep of
misunderetanding between the messes of the people

&8 embodied in both raciel groups.

36. R. C. Meckell, (Ex-member of the Union Leegue),

"The Ku Klux Klan" in The contnrz Magezine,
dey-Oct. 1884, 949,

32



CHAPTER 1V
THE KU KLUX KLAN IN LOUISIANA

The Ku Klux Klen originated near Pulaski,
Tenneaaqe. in day, 1866. Pegun 2s & Joke by &
few young men deberred from entering any sctive
businese or professionasl pursuite end deprived
of sociel 1life by the circumstences necessarily
erising out of post-wer conditions, the orgeni-
zation was essentially a mesns of diversion.t
Strenge and fentestic names, such as "Grend Cy-
clops", "Grend Megi", "Grend Turk", and "Grand
Exchequer” weré substituted for the terms presi-
dent, vice-president, marshal, and treasurer,
respectively, to increase the fun and secrecy.?
The Klan, becsuse of its secrecy and mystery,
ettracted much attention. Their night persdes,
in perticuler, cesused much curiosity end com-
ment; riding &t night in costumes of white or

black, cled in gowns or sheets, wearing tell

1. Lester, Eu Klux Klan, Its'Origin. Growth, and
Disbendment, 59; Avary, Dixie ter the War,
1 PO

2. Lester, op. gcit., 57.
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conical pasteboard hats, fleunting sticks deco-
rated with the skulls of men snd beasts, znd
riding horses dreped in white sheets with foot-

mufﬂeraa

upon their hoofs--the Klen mede 2 deep
impression on 211 who saw them.

To the then superstitious Negro and some
whites these unsightly figures ﬁere objects of
harm, end, therefore, were feared. The fesr and
feme of the Ku Klux Klen spread to other countries
énd states, end & brench of the Order was formed
in Louieiens shortly after its birth in Puleski.?

In this early period of 1te history, the XZu
Klux Klen in Louisiens wes cereful in regard to
the charecter of the men edmitted into the organ-
izetion. Resh and imprudent men, who could not
be confidently relied upon to respect the obliga-
tion of secrecy, and, also, those addicted to the
use of intoxicants, were oxcluded.5 The Klan en-

Joyed the beffled curiocity and the wild specula-

tions of the mystified Louisisniens even more

3. Avaryo 020 git., 27%7.

4. COneroasional Globe, 42nd Congress, lst sess.,
ar I, R

6. Lester, op. ecit., 65.
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then the "rude sport affordead by the ludicrous
initietione",® Such ie the asccount of the xu
Klux Klen in Louieiene until ebout April, 1867.7

However, during this time the XKlen wes
greduelly sdopting new feetures, not at first
remotely contemplated by the originstors of the
Order: "features which finelly trensformed the
Ku Klux Klen into & band of 'Reguletors'",B
Circumstences hed made it evident that the
meesures end methods employed for sport might
be effectuelly used to "suppress lewleseness
end protect property."?

The existence of the Union Leesgue in the
Stete wes given as en explenztion or "excuse"
for the transformetion of the Ku Klux Klen.10
Thie is, however, only pertly true. Under the
lesdership of white carpet-baggers end gcela-

wegs, Negroes were led to commit acts of law-

6. Lester, op. git., 71.

7. 1Ibid.
8. 1bid.

90 Ibido. 740

10. Congressional Globe, 42nd Congrese, lst sess.,
Fer% 11, 264. ‘




lessness and violence, and & stete of disorder
existed in Louisiana.11 However, the vibrent
sentiment of regret for "the lost ceuse"” effected
& strong desire to remew the contest in opposi-
tion to reconstruction, end pleyed as greet a
role es d1é the Union Leesgue in the trensforme-
tion of the Ku Klux Klen.'? Its
greet purpose being to establish & nu-
cleus eround which the zdherents of the
late rebellion, sctive or passive, might
safely relly, thus establishing a grend
politicel society, the future operstions
of which would be governed by circum-
stences fast developing in the then p!-
culier ere of exciting public events.'3
In the eerly summer of 1667, the XKu Klux
Klen in Louisiane was virtuslly, though not yet
professedly, & band of regulators, "honestly,
but in en unjudicious eand déngerous way, trying

to protect property end preserve pesce end order.l4

11. Lester, op. cit., 78-80.

12. Congressional Globe, 42nd Congress, 1lst sess.,
Pert 11, £64; "Hew Light on the Ku Klux Klen",
Century idsgezine, VI, (1884), July, 461.

13. COnErcssional Globe, 42nd Congress, lst sess.,
ay . N

14. Lester, op. cit., 78.
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Until this time the movements of the Xlen hed, in
the mejority of ceses, been cheracterized by pru-
dence end discretion.l® 1he denger which "the
more prudent end thoughtful had epprehended ss
possible wes now & reelity."l6

To evert further XKu Klux indiscretions, &
convention wes called &t leshville, Tennessee, in
1857. to which the "Grand Cyclops" of the Puleski
Den requested that 211 other dens then in exist-
ence send delegates.l” At this convention the
territory covered by the Zlen, which included
Louisiesne, wes termed the "Imnvisible Empire".18
The "Invisible Empire"” wes subdivided into
"reelms"” coterminus with the bounderies of the
states; "reelms" were subdivided into "dominions",
corresponding to Congressionel districts; the
"dominions” into "provinces", coterminus with

counties; and the "provinces” into "dens".l? To

156. Leeter. 22-_ gl_t_o. 83-
16. lbid.

17. Lester, op. cit., 84; Fleming, Documents Re-
leting to Recomstruction, No. II, 6.

18. Prescript of the Order, &s quoted in Lester,
22. Eli.' 156. i

190 Leﬂter. 22._2&.. 86.
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eech of these departments were assigned officers.
Thus wes the Xu Klux Xlen organized in Louisiene.
One of the most importent things done by this
convention was tc meke & positive and emphatie
declaretion of the principles of the Order, which
were defined thus:

We recognize our relations to the United
States Government, the supremecy of the
Constitution; the Constitutionsl laws
thereog6 end the union of States there-
under. .

The character and objects of the Order were
defined and set forth as follows:

This is an institution of Chivalry, Human-
ity, Mercy, end Petriotism; embodying in
its genius and its principles &ll thet is
chivelric in conduct, noble in sentiment,
generous in manhood, &nd patriotic in
purpose; its peculier objects being:

First: To protect the weak, the innocent,
and the defenseless, from the indignities,
wrongs, &nd outrages of the lawless, the
violent, and the brutal; to relieve the
injured 2nd oppressed; to succor the suf-
fering and unfortunate, and especially
the widows end orphans of Confederate
soldiers.

Second: To protect and defend the Consti-
tution of the United States, end 211 laws
pessed in conformity thereto, and to pro-
tect the Stetes and the people thereof

from 211 invesions from any source whatever.

20. Prescript of the Order, as quoted in Lester,
] op. cit., 154.




The hopes of Some of the members of the Klan,
thet now, aftef this convention, the Klan would
c¢onduct its activities without violence, were
rudely shattered, 1p Louisiena, officiel Super-
vision grew less rigid, or was less regarded, eng
membership wasg steadily increaaing. emong which
Were "bed men" who Were not controlled. 22

In August, 1868, Genersal Forrest, the "Grand
Wizerd", or the supreme hesa of the "Invigible
Empire”, stateg thet 2t one time the objeots of
the Eu Rlux Klan were Protection égeinet Union
Leegues gng the Grand Army of the Repﬁblio.

generel it wag found that political metters
and interests could best be promoted with-
in 1t, end 4t Was then made o political

Organization, 8iving its gupport of course,
to the Democratio party',23

21l. Fleming, Documentery Histor 9f Reconstruc-
tion, I3, : Prcscripf of the Braer. a8
quoted in Lester, op. eit., 155.

22. Laster. OE' 01to. 100-

23. COngresaional Globe, 42n4 Congress, 1st sess.,
ar » .
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In each voting precinct of Louisiana wasg g
captain, who, in addition to his other duties,
Wwas required to meke a list of names of men in
his precinect, "'giving ell the Redicals and gl1
the Democrats'” who Were positively known;

showing 2lso, the "doubtful on both gides end of

both oolo:m".‘?4 This list of nemes wag forwarded

to the grend commissioner of the Staete, who was
thus able to know who were friends of the Xlen 4n
Louisiane, end who were not,25

The condition of society in the more remote
and spersely settled Parishes of Louisisna wes
greatly disorgenized. Eu Klux outrages and
~orimes of every description were perpetrated upon
the Besroee.26 Seldom did they etteck e men until
they hed disermed him, not dering to risk their
own lives while teking the life of eanother. They
could not afford to be killed, wounded, or cep=-

tured, as exposure, triel, conviction, and punish-

24. Con réeeional Globe, 42nd Congress, 1lst sess.,
Parg 11, 285,

26. lbid.
26. lbid., 295.
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ment would follow; secrecy end mystery would have
vanished, =nd the whole "conmspirascy” exploded.Z7
The character of the Louisiane magistrecy was
such as to permit the escape of the offenders,
wﬁile some even participated in the outrases.28
Meny ceses of brutel murder were given verdicts
of justifiaeble homicide in self-defense when
brought before the civil suthorities.?® The
active members of the Klan were, as & rule,
young men. 20 They were armed and completely or-
ganized throughout the State under the grend com-
missioner, so thet they might be summoned by the
call of onme men,>l

During the presidentizl cempaign of 1868,
the sctivity of the Ku Klux Klen in Louisiane in-

creased and proved to be & reign of terror.

27. conerensional Globe, 42nd Congress, lst sess.,
Per 1, .

28. lbid., 295; Report of Joint Select Committee-
1872 on condifgona of Affeirs in the Lete
Insurrectionary States, 21.

29. Ibid.
300 L"ter. 22. 2_1!_0. 260

31. Congressionel Globe, 42nd Congress, lst sess.,
Parg i1, 297.
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The riot of 1868 in Opelousas grew out of
én esseult upon Emerson Bentley, & school teacher
and editor of & Republican paper. Attacked in
his school-room among the ohildrenQ he wag brutal-
ly beaten and warned eway. The Ku Klux in Opelou-
sas apprehended resistance by the Negroes and dis-
patched couriers to 211 parts of the Parish to
gether their Klansmen, "who rallied to Opelousas
in erms, killing as they ceme".32 nppe only et-
tempt at self-defense by the Negroes wes feeble
end timid".3% 17he results were: one white man weas
killed, several Negroes were killed, and thirteen
were teken ceptives end lodged in the Parish jeil
to ewait Jjudgment by the council of the XKu Klux
Klan.a‘ Two days leter they were shot. All white
Republican leaders who survived were driven from
the Perish. Two thousand Negro Republicens were
teken as captives of war, marked with badges of

red fleannel on their arms, enrolled in Democratic

32. Congress Globe, 42nd Congress, lst sess.,
Pe 11, 296.

33. 1bid.

34. lbid.
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clubs, led to the ballot-box, &nd compelled to
vote for the Democretic cendidetes, after which
they were furnished with "protective pepers"
certifying that they had voted the Democratic
ticket.3®

In St. Bernerd Perish 2 Hegro was killed; &
Begro mod then killed & white men. Three steam-
boets filled with ermed "ruffiens" left New Qr-
leans for the scene of the riot and before the
trouble could be composed, twelve or fifteen
men were killed.26

In St. Mery Perish, the Xu Xlux Klan agsas-
sinated Hénry Pope, sheriff, end Velentine Chase,
judge, who were both Republicana.37

One preirie in Attekepss was entirely de-
sorted:hy the Negroes in fear of the Ku Klux;
this, likewise, occurred in Lafayette perish.?8

In New Orleans several bloody scenes were

35. COngreseional Globe, 42nd Congress, 1lst sess.,
Par s 296.

36. lbid.
37. Ibid.

38. Fleming, Op. 91300 365.



enacted. Numbering sbout 15,000, the Ku Elux was
celled into sction by teps of the fire-bells, in-
diceting the place where they were wanted, and
thus did they essemble to tske part in the riots.3?
Ku Klux notices were scattered throughout the city,
werning the Hegroes not to vote, and riots pre-
vailed for weeks, filling the city with scenes of
blood.‘o The burning of schoolhouses and churches,
midnight raids, secret murders, and open riots,
kept the people in constent terror. Over 2,000
persons were killed, woundeﬂ. and otherwise in-
Jured within & few weeks of election. 4l Masses of -
Ku Klux would fire into the processions of Repub-
licens with rifles end revolvers, hunt and chase
Negroes through the public streets by day end by
night, shooting them on sight, so that for days

it was death for a Negro to eppesr in certain

39, coneressional Globe, 42nd Congress, 1st 8e8s.,
Per y 296,

Report of Committee on Conditions of Affairs

40.
1n The Iste Insurrectionary Stetes-1872, El-22.

41. Report of Committee on Conditions of Affeirs
in the Late insurrectionary States-1872, 2l-22.
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sections of the city.42

To 2dd to the horror of this period in Lou-.
isiene, reckless men, not of the Ku Klux Order,
who hed privete grudges to satisfy, imitated the
Eu Klux disguises and borrowed their methods.43

It 1s estimeted that were the whole truth
known the total number of outrages egsinst white
and Negro Republicene in Louisiene in 1868, would
be not less than 4,000.%4 |

During this period of the Ku Xlux Klan's
existence, Carter Hill, Tennesses, the first Den
’of the Klan, wes the central seat of anthority.45
After the campaign of 1868 the ectivity of the Ku
Klux Klen in Loniaiéna lessened, and in 1869, the

Order wes elisbe-mlea.‘6

42, congrensional Globe, 42nd Congrees, 1lst sess.,
ar Lo 6.

43. Woodrow Wilson, History of the Americen People,
V, 62; John FickTen, %%s??gx of Reconstruction

in Louisiene, 218; Fleming, Documents Releting
%o Recomstruction, No. I1I, 5.

44. congrossional Globe, 42nd Congress, lst sess.,
arY .2 .

45. Susen Devis, Authentic History of Kum Klux
Klen, 14.

46. Lester, op. cit., 5; Fleming, Documents Re-
lating to Reconstruction, No. I1, E.




CHAPTER V
THE XNIGHTS OF THE WHITE CAMELIA
I LOUISIANA

In 1867-1868 & secret society named the
Knights of the White Camelia "spreng up like
megic"” in the southern part of Louisiana.1 Its
founder is said to heve been Judge Alcibiesde de
Blence of S5t. Mery Perish in Loni'aiana.2 The
Order spread repidly throughout Louisiana an; to
the other Stetes of the late Confederacy. The
membership and territory embraced by the White
Cemelias were larger than eny other similar or-
genizetion.® In Prenklin, Louisiesna, the Order
was organized &s the White Men's or cauoésian
Club as early as May 22, 1867.4 1In New Orleens,
which was to be the headgquerters of the Knights
of the White Camelia, its formal organization

1. John R. Ficklen, Regonstruction in Louisiana,
2156.

2. Ibid.; Cerpet-bag Misrule in Louisiana, Lou-
i{siena State duseum Publication, Sept. 1, 1938,
22.

3. Pleming, Documents Releting to Reconstruction,
No. I, 6.

4. Ficklen, op. cit., 215.
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dated from May 23, 1867.

In 1868 & convention of the Order met in New
Orleans, framed an eleboreate federal organization,
and on June 4, 1868, promulgated & oonstitntioﬁ
end & ritual for the use of its officers.®

The Object of the Order was the

MAINTESANCE CF THE SUPBEMACY OF THE WHITE
RACE in this Republie.® |

This purpose was generelly interpreted by
its members to be the "securing of white supreme-
oy by en eppeecl to race prido".7

Mempers of the White Camelia were sworn to
meintein and defend the superiority of the white
race, to observe at 2ll times & merked difference
between ths white and Negro or Africen race, to
do &1l in their power to prevent eny pert of the
politicel effairs of this country from passing
into the hends of the Negro, to mever marry any

women not belonging to the white race, to vote

6. Fleming, Documsnts Relsting to Recomstruction,
No.I, b.

6. Ibid., Bo. I, 2b.

7. Ficklen, op._cit.., 217.
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ageinst any person opposed to the principles of
the Order who might be 2 cendidete for any office,
to obey the orders of those who by the statutes of
the Order hed the suthority to give orders, to
respond at all times--even 2t the peril of his
1ife to & sign of distress or ory of slerm of &
fellow member of the society, to defend end pro-
tect fellow members of the Order and do 2ll in
their power to assist them through life, to ac-
cept the society's obligation of secrecy, and to
cherish the principles of the Knights of the
White Cameldie and instill them in the minds and
neerts of others.® The White Camelis, elso,
enjoined its members
to ioapoot the rights of the colored in-
hebitents of this Republic, 2nd in every
instance to give to thgm whatever law-
fully belongs to them.

The Order's "fair construction of 2 white man's

duty towards" the Negroes was that White Cemelias

8« Fleming, Documents Relating to Reconstruction,
No. I, 22=B4; Congressional Globe, 42nd con-
gress, lst sese., 1871, rart i1, 297.

9. Fleming, Documents Releting to Reconstruction,

Ho. I, 28.
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should not only respect and observe the acknowl-
edged rights of the Negro, but elso see that their
rights were observed and respected by others, 10
The Knights of the White Cemelie wes organized
into a2 Supreme Council of the United States, which
wes established et New Orleems, and wes composed
of five delegates from 4he Grend Council of each
Stete where the Knights of the White Cemelie fune-
tioned.11 and a centrel council in each Parish
which was sub-divided into subordinate councils
existent in the Pariah.12 The recollection of
members of the society is to the effeect thet very
little euthority was reelly exercised by the Su-
preme Council. The Perish councils were fairly
well meinteined, however, end in most respects
acted indapcndently.13 The authority of the com-
mender of the Parish council was ebsolute, end

his bidding wee done by members unknown to the

10. Fleming, Documents Relating to Reconstruction,
No. I, 28. _

p i #% Ibido. No. I. 8.
18. Ibido. No. I, 13.

13. Williem H. Brown, "The Ku Klux Movement",
Atlentic dMonthly, LXXXVII, 640.




other members of the council.l? The "work" for
one community wes done by & group of White Ce-
melies from & different oommunity.15

The personnel of the membership of the
Enights of the White Cemelia was better then that
of the Ku Xlux Klan.16 Only white men, eighteen
years of age, or older, were admitted into the

0rder.17

A1l cendidates for membership were
voted on by the council which proposed to admit
the candidate. If two bellots were cest agaeinst
him bhe was rejected.l? ilost of the leeding men
of‘Louiaiana Joined the White Cemelia, the prin-
ceiples of the Order being elreedy deeply im-
plented in the bressts of the Louisiene whites.l®

That the Knights of the White Camelie was
not intended to be & political orgenization can
be seen by the following article of their_Conatié
tution:

This Order shall not as & body, nomi-

14. Fleming, Documents Releting to Reconmstruction,
Yo. a7,

156. Ibia.
16. Ibia.
170 Ibidoo NO- I. 16'17.

18. Pioklen. 22. cit.. 217,

80



nate, adopt or support any candidate for
eny office of honor, profit, or trust
under the constitution of the United
o Buniespel 0erporation vassevers s |
However, the Order's "opposition to HNegro
rule naturelly took & gquasi-political cheracter,
-and helped to consolidate the ramks of the Demo-
cretic party".zo
The methods employed by the White Cemelias
"to entbrcc law and order were similar to those
used by the Klan, but were not borrowed from
1t."21 Playing upon the superstitions of the
Hegroes, the White Cemelies rode silently et
night, covered completely in white sheets. Vio-
lence was used whenever threats snd wafninss
were not heeded end there were many cases of
Negroes murdered by the White Cemelie in Louisi-
ana. The name &nd disguise of the Cameliss were

sometimes used by men, both whites and Negroes,

19. Fleming, Documents Releting to Reconstruc-
tion, No. I, 18.

20. Picklen, op. git., 215.

21l. Pleming, Documents Heleting to Recomstruc-
tion, No. I, 6.
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not of the Qrder, to cover their crimen.zz "The
Knights of the White Cameliz menifested their
purpose &nd methods in Louisiana without much
reserve”, 22 end they considered the meens used
of slight consequence compared with their de-
sired ends.®4 Nevertheless, less violence wes
committed by the White Cemelias then was com-
aitted by the Xu Klux Klen in Louisiens.>®

The White Camelia wes & Black Belt organi-
zetion, and rerely had brenches in white per-
ishes of the State. Hence, it did not encrosch,
to any greet extent, upon the territory of the
Ku Klux Klen, which was more sctive in the white
périshes of Louiaiana.26

After the exodus of the carpet-baggers from
the Stete in 1877, the Knights of the White

Camelie graduelly disbended.Z’

22.Fleming, Documents Releting to Reconstruction,
No. I, 7.

23. Williem Dunning, Reconstruction-Politicel end
KEconomie, The Americen Nation Series, Xiil, 122.

24. lbid.

26+ Fleming, Documents Releting to Recomstruction,
Bo. I, 7.

26. lbid., Ho. I, 6.
27. 1bid., No. I, 7.



CHAPTER VI \
THE WHITE LEAGUE

85111 enother organization was to write a
chapter in this period of Louisiana history, the
White Lgagne. This was & secret sooiotﬁ which
aimed at uniting the white people of the entire
State of Louisiens in opposition to the radical
regime o: the carpet-baggers, scelewegs, end
some logroes.l The initial move toward white
unity was inaugurated by the establishment of
the Ceucesien in Alexendrie "to fight the oppo-

2

sition in the name of white supremecy”. The

Caucasian wzes soon joined by the Opelousas

Courier, Bulletin, Shreveport Times, New Orleans

Piceyune, Times, the Morning Ster, end the

Cetholic Wessenger in asdvocating 2 white man's

3

party.® Almost &s soon es the press of the State

l. W. O.Hart, "History of Events Le2ding up to the
Bettle of Sept. 14, 1874", Louisiane Historical

Quarterly., V1I, 576.

2. Oscer Lestage, "The White League in Louisiane
end its Participation in Reconstruction Riots",
Louisiens Historicel Querterly, July, 1935, 637.

3. Ibid., 640.




begen to clemor for 2 united white man's party,
the people of the State began to inaugurate one.
On April 27, 1874, the white citizens of St.
Lendry Perish met et the court house in Opelouses
end formed the first white men's club, the object
of which wee "the election of honest white men
to office end to unite upon one white men for
eech office”. These resolutions were adopted:

WHEREAS, the colored people of the State
of Louisiana, orgenized under the name of
Republicens, heve hed undivided control
of the legislation of the State since
1868, & period of six yeers, within which,
although abundant opportunity hes been
given them to demonatrate their capecity
as lew makers, it can no longer be
questioned thet that cepeoity, whéetever
be its intellectual and moresl measure-
ment, hes not been used for the good of
the country, for its degradetion-moreslly,
socielly, end politicelly; end,

WHEREAS, the Republicen perty being com-
posed almost entirely of Negroes, with-
out whose votes no one of the perty could
gecure a2n office, they, the black people,
are responsible for the abuse of office
and corrupt legisletion under which the
State hes become benkrupt end public
virtue ostracized from among its members;
end,

WHEREAS, further, every effect heretofore
made by the white people to conciliate
the negro 2nd to induce him to ae¢t with
them, without reference to party distino-
‘tion, for the common good, hes feiled--
whether he was appealed to by Democrats,
Liberals, or Independents; &nd,

b4
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WHEREAS, finelly, the very efforts we have
made in this direction is the true cause of
division among ourselves; therefore,

Be it resolved, 1lst, That we hold the
colored people responsible for most of the
evils arising from freudulent and corrupt
legislation, of which they have been mas-
ters since 1868; =nd while we mey resdily
believe and do believe thet many colored
men are upright and honest, still, e&s e
class they have been made the instruments
in the hendes of designing men; both white
and black, through which the white tax-
peyer must eventually be beggered &nd
driven with his femily from the State, a

peuper;

Resolved, 2nd, Thet our experience with

e colored people demonstrates their
utter incapacity for good government
while in ascendancy, &nd unless some ef-
fort be made to deprive them of their
control of legislation in the State. the
evils we suffer must continue end acc¢u-
mulate;

Resolved, 3rd, That the feilure of our
pest efforts et concilietion forbid e
renewal of any further attempts &t com-
promise, &nd that we deem & temporizing
policy on this subject &s fatal to the
substaential interests of the State, det-
rimental to public virtue, and destruc-
tive to our self-respect and menhood;

Resolved, 4th, Thet the issue in the next
cempeign is not between Republicens end
Democerats or Liberasls but between the
whites and blecks, and that thet issue is:
Shell the white people of Louisiesne govern
Louisizna?-- in which we, whether we be
Democrats, Liberals, or Independents, un-
hesitatingly declare for the ascendency

of the white mean;

Resolved, 5th, Thet the conduct of tihe




black men, &8s & politician, alone has
forced upon the white men the necessity
of making the issue in self-defense; and
though we mey not have united hitherto
as lemocrats or Liberasls, we can end will
unite &s & rece to protect ourselves a-
gainst the unmeasured public and private
plunder of the other race;

Resolved, 6th, Thet in uniting as white
mén, pledged to labor for the ascendancy
of the white race in the State, our ob-
Jeet is to plece the lew-meking power in
the hends of those who will protect our
property end not rob us through the
medium of texation, who cen read and
write and understend something about the
rights of person and property, and not
to ebridge any rights the negro hes under
the laws. Ve leave him to vote &g he
chooses, and run for office if he wishes;
but we shall tell him pleinly thet he
cannot get our vote, and thet we do not
want him &s & party or race to meke our
laws.

Resolved, 7th, Thaet we recognize the ne-
cessity of union emong ourselves.upon one
white man for each office, and thet we
earnestly invite 211 white men, without
regard to former perty affiliatioms, to
unite with us under the benner of the
'White Lezgue', which 2lone can rescue us
from dissention and defeat...

Alced Dupré, President
A.P.Williams

J. Frank Xnox
Secretaries

4. Lestage, op. c¢it., Louisiene Historicel
Querterly, July 1935, 640-642.
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The movement for white unity spreed rapidly
throughout the State, Lecgues were established in
St. Lendry, Lefayette, St. Wertin, St. Mery par-
ishes, De Soto Perish et Uensfield, Ceddo, Winn,
Repides, Netchitoches, Red River, Avoyelles, St.
Temmeny, Tensas, Terrebonne, New Orleens, and
other Parishqa.5

The New Urleens Leegue, the "Crescent City
White ieague" weg "somewhat different from the

6 he original orgenization out

Parish Leagues".
of which the Crescent City White League grew,
the "Crescent City Democrstic Club", composed
elmost exclusively of young gentlemen of the
most prominent femilies of the Fourth Municipal
District, was orgahized in the summer of 1868
during the Seymour end Blair presidential cam-
paign and numbered a2bout three hundred mombers.7

Prominent members of the Crescent City Democratic

6. Lestage, op. cit., Louisianas Historissl

Querterly, July 1925, 643.

6. Ibiad.

7. Letter of D. A. 8. Vaught (original member of
the White Lesgue), to John R. Ficklen, New
Orleans, May 8, 1894, Louisisna Historical

guarterly, XXIII, 528.
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Club were: ¥rederick Nash Ogden, president; W.
J. Behen, #.T.Veudry, R.B.Pleasents, 5.B.New-
men, Jr., John N. Peayne, end Morgen Herrod, all
of whom later beceme officers when the orgenize-
tion was trensferred into & quasi-military
body.8
This chenge wrought by the "inefficient
charaecter of the police, end the growing inso-
lence of the negro population".9 took plece in
October 1868. The Crescent City Democratic Club
gssumed cherge of the city from Thalia Street to

Nepoleon Avenue end sent detechments es fer as

carrollton.lo This was the first military gction

8. Letter of U.A.S.Veught, (originel member of
the White League), to John R. Ficklen, lew
Orleens, dey 8, 1894, Louisisne Historicel
querterly, XXI111, 628.

9. Ibid., 529; see The White League in Louisi-

gne, by George Hoer, H. Wheeler, William
Frye, 2,4.

10.Letter of D.A.S.Veught, (originel member of
the White Lesgue), to John R.Ficklen, New
Orleens, dey 8, 1894, Louisisna Historiczsl

Querterly, XXIII, 528.
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of this organizetion.'t

When the campaign closed,
the club was disbanded, December, 1868.

During the preiidontial cempaign of 1872, the
c¢lub wes called together merely for the seke of
organizeation; E.T.Vaﬁdry wes elected president, and
the club took no zetive part in the campeign.12

¥ith the growing unrest end frequent perty end
reciel clashes in the City, & meeting of the old
members of the Crescent City Democratie Club wes
celled on June 23, 1874, end wes held at Kegle Hall
on the corner of Prytenie end Felicity Streets, 1

The meeting wes called to order at 7:30 P.M. with

11. The Seymour Legion, & similer orgenization of
young men living in the rirst Wunicipel Dis-
trict, performed the same kind of military ec-
tion in thet pert of the City from Thelie
Street to Cenal Street. Other similaer clubs
below Canel Street undertook to protect that
section of the City. There was no general or-
ganization at that time, each club petrolled
its own territory; but there was &n sgreement
emong the commending officers of the various
orgenizations to unite in case of necessity,
by &n arranged signal, on receipt of which the
verious clubs were to rendezvous &t the Lea-
feyette Squere. Louisiens Historieel quarterly,
XX111, b29. -

12. Letter of Veught to Ficklen, iay 8, 1894, Lou-
isiene Historicel Quarterly, XXIII, 528.

13. Pice e, June 24, 1874,
=zceyune
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Mejor Frederick Qgden in the cheir, and & com-
mittee composed of iessrs. Seam Flower, James
Buckner, John Psyne, &nd #.M.Southmoyd.l? it
the snggostion'of ir. Southmoyd the club orgenized
for the 1874 cempeign under the title of the
"Crescent City White Laagne".15 Captein Hodgson,
president of the ex-Crescent City Lemocratic Club
offered 2 resolution consolidating the Crescent
City Democratic Club with the Crescent City White
‘Leesgue, forming one organizetion under the title
of the Crescent City White Loague.l6

The first officexrs of the Crescent City
White Lesgue were 2s follows: Frederick Nash 0g-
den, president; Williem J; Behan, first vice-
president; Weshington Irving Hodgnon; second vice-
president; Dougles Jenkins, recording secretary;
Theodofe Shute, corresponding secretery; Willieam
T. Veudry, mershel; end John Payne end Harrison

Wetts, essistent mershals.?

14. Piceyune, June 24, 1874.
16. 1bid.
16. Piceyune, July 1, 1874.
17. Ibid.
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On July 2, 1874, the platform of the Crescent
City White League was published as an explanation
to its retired members 2nd to the people of lew

Orleesns "of the motives of the change so serious-

18

ly end so sadly suggestive". The League pre-

sented the following platform, expleining itself
as the:

inevitable result of that formideble oath-
bound, and blindly obedient leesgue of the
blacks, which under the commend of the
most cunning end unscrupulous negroes in
the State, may at any moment plunge us
into & war of race--2 conflict in which
we are resolved thet we a2nd ours shall not
be victime. 1Indeed, it is with some hope
thet & timely end proclaimed union of the
whites 28 & rece, 2nd their efficient
preparation for an emergency, mey srrest
the threatened horrors of & sociesl wer,
and teach the blecks to bewere of further
insolence and eggression, that we cell
upon the men of our race to leave in a-

- beyence all lesser considerations, to for-
get all differences of opinions, and 2ll
race prejudices of the pest, end with no
object in view but the common good of both
races, t0o unite with us in an earnest ef-
fort to re-esteblish 2 white map's govern-
ment in the City end the State.l9

An obaervation_of verious White Leesgue reso-

lutions reveals thet in general there were no

180 Pica!u_ne. July 2. 1874.

19. lbid., July 2, 1874; Fleming, Documente
History of Reconmstructiom, 11, 350.




inter-Parish connections over the entire State.20
Neerly 211 the Perish clubs termed themselves
"White Leesgue”, but some few had other names for
their clubs. Besides differences in nemes ezch
Paerish hed mejor end minor differences in 2ims,
and no two sets of resolutions were the same in
wording or in meening.2l "The resolutions of
each club were apparentl; designed for purely
locel purposes and the Stete was to be affected
only incidentelly through locel reform",22 there
being no record of & hierarchy ebove thet of the
Perish systems.23 Nor were 21l the Perishes op-
posed to Negroes joining them in their fight for
good, cleen government, nor ell Negroes opposed
to the White League.24 PFranklin, Tensas, end
St. Temmeny Perishes invited Negroes to join the

20. Lestage, op. cit., Louisiens Historicel
querterly, July . 1935, 642.

21. Ibid.,643.
22, Ibid.,643,
23. 1bid.,643.
24. Louisiene Historical querterly, July, 1935,

644.
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White Lesgue.2®

In regerd to organization neerly 211 Perish
Clubs were similer. BEeach hed locel or ward
clubs, with every werd represented in & central
committee.

The White Lesgue, now z reguler militery
body, "went steadily on preparing for the inevi-
table”.2® ioney was collected end arms bought.
The White League cempaign of 1874 opened by en
organized and systematic plan, began simultene-
ously throughout the State, to eject "by vio-
lence from their positions the lawfully ep-
pointed or elected perish officials".27 The
League "came to have something of the import at-
tached to 'Ku Klux' four years earlier."28

On August 29,1874, the White Leegue tried,

" sentenced and hanged two Negroes.29 At Browns-

26. Louisiesna Historical Querterly, July,1935,644.

26« Letter of Veught to Ficklen, Mesy 8, 1894,
Louisisna Historical Querterly, XXIII, 532.

27. H. Cempbell, The White League Conspiracy
Against Free Government, 5.

28. Wm. A. Dunning, Reconstruction Politicel end
Econcmie, Americem Netion, Vol. 22, 269.

29. Annual Cyclopedie-1874, 500.
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ville, on August 28, three Negroes were shot
and killed.zo Another act of White League vio-
lence wes committed when "two White Leaguers
rode up to a negro cadbin 2nd c2lled for 2 drink
of weter. When the o0ld colored mean turned to
draw it they shot him in the back 2nd killed
him".al On August 31, in Coushatte of Red River
Parish, six Stete end Perish officers--H.J.Twit-
chell, tex collector; F.S.Edgerton, sheriff; Bob
Dewees, tex collectoer; W.F.Howell, Perish attor-
ney; 4.C.Willis, Juetice of the Pezce; end Clerk
Holland, registrar, together with four Negroes,
wor? teken under guard to be cerried out of the
Stete, but were deliberately murdered instead.?
In Caddo Perish, prior to the arrival of
the United States troops, the White League forced
the following to sbdicate: Walsh, ths mayor;
Repers, the sheriff; Wheaton, the clerk of the

court; Durant, the recorder; and Ferguson &nd

30. Annual Cyclopedis-1874, 500.

31. Ibid.

32. Annuel COyclopedia-1874, 500; Campbell, op.
cit., o, Lestage, op. cit., Louisiens
Historicel Quarterly, July, 1925, 675.
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Renfro, sdministretors. Two Negroes, who had
given evidence in regard to the freuds committed
in the Perish, were compelled to flee for their
lives.3®
In Bossier Parish, the White Lesgue at-
tempted to force the sbdication of Judge Baker,
the United States Commissioner, esnd the Parish
Judge, together with O'Neel, the sheriff, and
Welker, the clerk of the court.34 Judge Baker
steted he was notified several times by the
White League "that 1if He became & oandidafe on
the Republicen Party, he should not live till
the election".56 |
In De Soto Perish, & resolution of the
White League steted thet they pledged themselves
‘under no c¢ircumstences, efter the coming
election, to employ, rent lamd to, or in
eny other menner give eid, comfort, or
credit to any men, white or black, who

votes sgeinst the nominees of the White
den's perty*.36

' 33. Annuel Cyelopedie-1874, 500.

34. Ibid.
26. lbid.

36. Ibid.




In but few of the country Perishes wae the
law properly enforced, end in some of the Per-
ishes the judges were uneble to hold court. 1In
ell the eountiy Parishes, especially in Red Ri-
ver, Teche, and the Parishes between the Red
end Washita Riveru.57 there were numerous cases
of igdividuals murdered beceuse of their polit-
icel affiliations.

The Leeggue grew bolder e2nd the Bulletin
threatened United Stetes soldiers with "torn
uniforms 2nd punched hesds" ghould they inter-
fere with the White Lesguers in their opere-

38 "Threats of essessinetion of the Gov-

tions.
ernor, returning officers, end varioné lecders
of the Republicen perty were msde openly
throughout the summer of 1874, in the newspa-
pers, on the streets, in hotels, and in ell
places of public resort.

In Hew Orleens 2 battle between the White
League end the Metropoliten police took plece

on September 14, 1874, The steamship "(issis-

37. Annual Cyclopedjs,-1874, 500.

38. Cempbell, op. cit., 6.
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8ippi"” with arms on boasrd consigned to the White
League, sailed from New York early in September
end reached New Orleans on September 12. Kollogs,
the governor of Louisiana et thiﬁ time, determined
to prevent, if possible, eny action of the League
to obtein its property on the ship, end hed en
order issued to that effect.%?

On September 13, &n ennouncement which called
"'upon the people to assemble at Cley Stetue,
Cenel Street, end declere that they mesn to be
free.'"‘o wes printed on placards end posted
throughout the City. On September 14, sbout 11:30
A.M. some five thousand white men essembled at
Cley Stﬁtne in enswer to the c2ll. Mr. R.H.Merr
read en address to the people, "showing the right
the people had to bear armg”, 41 He then reed &
gseries of resolutions which denounced the Kellogg
administration, end demended his abdication.4?

When Kellogg refused to abdicate, Mr. Merr sgein

39. Hert, op. cit., Louisisne Historicsl Guarterly,
vVii, 879.

40. ¥onument, &t river end of Cencl Street, New
rleeans, Louisiens.

41. Piceyune, September 14, 1874.
42. Phelps, Louisiena, 377.
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eddressed the people, "telling them to g0 home
end get their erms end report 2t Canal Street at
helf-past two",4d

About three o'clock, the White League 2nd
citizen forces were "pretty well organized 21l
over Poydras Stroet".44 At Cemp Street, & berri-
cede of barrels and logs was erected, strengthened
by pulling up the pavement et the gutter, thus
-leaving & formideble ditch across the street. At
Megezine Street, snother formidable berricade wes
orectod.45

General Longstreet, in supreme commend of the
Metropolitan forces, together with General Bedger,
commender of the Metropolitan police, hed messed
his forces in front of the Arsensl on St. Peter
Street, extending his line towerds the River in

such & way &s to intercept Gemerasl (Qgden, supreme

commender of the White League &nd citizen forces. 46

43. Phelps, op. cit., 377.
44. 1Ibid.
45. Ibid.

46. Letter of Veught to Ficklen, Mey 8, 1894,
Lousiesne Historicel Querterly, XXIII, 534-535,




The officers of the White Leegue 2nd citizens
forces were principelly former Confederste sol-
diers eand included such femilier nemes as:
Behsn, Buck, Mitchell, Pleessents, Yeln-
tyre, Kilpetrick, Dennee, Selleck, Dupre,
Tennison, Flggd. Andress, Allen, Phillips,
end Veutier. _
On the 6ther hend, the Kellogg government could
dispose of & force superior in number, but "in-
ferior in quality".‘e
At 4:15 P.M. Bedger with his men and tou?
large guns, merched forwerd on the Levee znd
continued their march until they hed almost
reached Gravier Street, when Compenies A, B, =nd
E of the Crescent City White League, hesded by
General Ogden and Ceptains Buck and Gallegher,
end W.B.Pleessents, suddenly charged upon them. 49

The Metropolitans fired, end when their fire

failed to stop the edvencing forces of the White .

Leeague, they scattered 2nd rushed toward the

47. Monument et river end of Canal Street, lew
rleans, Louisiana. :

48. Hert, op. c¢it., Louisiens Historical
! Wl A - LS

guarterlz y V11, g

49. Piceyune, September 15, 1874.
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Custom-House, where Xellogg end his officisls had
eroady sought protoction.5° The Longstreet di-
vision merched up with & reinforcement during the
fight, but then withdrew end retreeated to Jackson
Squere, lesving behind to the citizens one Getlin,
two 1l2-pound Nepoleon guns, and one howitzer.5l
About 7:00 P.M. the White Lesguers end the citizens
were in complete possession of the City.52

The threats before the 1874 election by the
White League to drive from the community 211 theat
voted the Republicen ticket were cerried out in
most of the Parishes. During the winter of 1875
there were thousands of people of 211 sges, and
sexes, wandering a2bout without meens to go else-
where, unable to find other homes where they were,
end on the verge of starvetion in mid-winter.53
The Coushetta riot, however, did bring sbout =
return of white influence in Louisiene beceuse it

weg instrumentel in effecting the Wheeler Com-

60. piceyune, September 15, 1874.
61. 1bid.
62. 1bid.

52. Annuel Cyclopedia-1874, 01.
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promiac.54 For the election of Hovember, 1876,
the polls in New Orleans were wetched dey and
night by members of the White League, snd the
election was held with no disturbances in the
City end with very few in the country Perishes.56
On Jenuary 9, 1877, the White Lesgue in New
Orleens essembled to 2bout six thousand in num-
bers under the commend of Generel Ogden, end
took possession of the courte, police stations,
end other officiel buildings which hed been re-
turned to the Xellogg sdministration when
United Stétos troops took over the State
Government ernd reinsteted the usurpers,
but the netionel election of November,
Seuth ant gave s eur Sema I 1 e
Only once more wes the White Leaogue ever
eassembled under arms, end this lest occasion wes
on September 14, 1877, when in deference to the

great populer demend to see the men who had

served so long end hed "zccomplished" so much,

84. Lestege, op. c¢it., Louisiane Historical
Querterly, July, 19Z5, 693.

66. Alcee Fortier, A History of Louisiene, 1V,
180-181. e T

66. Monument et river end of Canasl Street, liew
Orleans, Louisiene.
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the White League disbendeg and ceaged to be g

E7. Lettey °f Veught ¢, Ficklen, ey 8, 1894,
Louisiene Hiatqrioal Quarterlz. IXI11, B528.



CHAPTER vIp
RESULTS o THE "RECONSTRUCTION" ORGANIZATIONS
UPON THE POLITICAL ARD s0Cc1aL 4IKD
OF LOUISIANA

Preceding ohaptora--all Created, 1t 4g true, witp
8ome good intent, whether for proteoting or for

holping the newly eémencipeteg Negro--ip one way

of roconstruction in Louisiana; The Organiza.

tion of one Society, dirootly or indircotly.

him or to use him, Each &roup wag 1ntenaely
Conscious of the Other'g éxistence, &€nd each de-
termineq to be the dominating Organizetion in

the State, The Unexpected C¢hange ip B8ocial re-

situation for which neither the whites nor the

legroes Were prepareg, Their mentél attitudes



74

It is almost impossible to sccuse any one
perticulaer organization of generating the re-
sultant sociel upheevel in Louisiespe. It seems
logicel to essume thet hed not the societies
orgenized by the cerpet-baggers been permeated
by & spirit of dominence and heughtiness, and
hed not their leaders been men interested in
meseing & quick fortune, regerdless of means
resorted to, &nd interested in the Negro sole-
ly as en instrument in geining their desired
ends end not es en individual, the other or-
geanizations formed to counteract this influence
would not have resorted to such extreme degrees
of violence.

On the other hand, there were meny Loui-
eiane whites who resented the Hegro's new so-
ciel stetus, end refused to recognize the le-
gelity of the Emancipation‘Proqlamation and to
comply with its provisions. When the Negroes
began to realize the import atteched to the
Emencipation Proclemation and begen deserting
the plantetions, it is also logicel to assume
thaet the whites would use force to sustain

their control of the HNegroes.
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Hence, it is difficult to sey just which or-
ganizetion ceused or occesioned the establish-
ment of its counterpert. They both developed
mutually stimulating each other's ectivities, and
eech used every meens afforded it to overthrow
the other.

The sociel chenges in Louisiena es e direct
result of these orgenizations were indeed unfor-
tpnate end lesting ones. Before the reconstruc-
tion period in Louisiene there existed between
mester end slave & relationship difficult to ex-
plain &nd not easily understood. Constant con-
tect usuelly results in understending, end in
some cases, sincere friendship 2nd fondness.

Such was the cese of some masters snd their
slaves. In some homes the ngro "mammy" was re-
gerded with respect end obedience by every mem-
ber of the plantetion household, &nd wes second
in suthority to only the mistress of the home. !
The loyzlty of the slaves to their mesters during
the Civil Wer is evidence that there existed be-

tween them & certein bond of affection end faith-

1. Avery, Dixie After the Wer, 391.
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fulness.

There was a stete of mutual trust and
confidence between employer and employee
thet has been seen nowhere else &nd aE no
time since between capital end lsbor.

#ith the Emencipation Proclamation, the re-
lationship between mester and slave wae suddenly
changed; & change for which neither was prepared.
Returning to his home, the Confederate plantation
owner found hies home 2nd fields in ruin; which,
when added to his grest loss of capitel in sleve
1nvestdonto. left him in poverty. The Negro,
totally unprepared for his new status in Americen
l1ife, was in & state of confusion and excitement
because of his new found freedom and liberty.

The coming of the carpet-baggers to Louisi-
ana merks the bdeginning of the real proﬁlem, or
change of relationship between mester end ex-
slave. Desiring to get rich qnidkly end cogni-
zent of thq Negro's ignorance of the powers, or
edventeges, of hia‘new status, these carpet-beg-
gers determined to uss the legro.in furthering

their plans of self-sggrendizement. By orgenizing

the Negroes into secret political societies, for

2. Avery, op. cit., 392.



duties gp citizens.8 they Succeeded in consoli-
dating the Negroes into one political Unit--ghe
Union Leegue. The methods employed by the

League serve Partly to éxplein why the legroes
were votea 8011d1y for the Republican party.4 in
8pite of attempts made by the Whites of ionisiena
to gein an.influonce over them. 1Ip this organi-
zetion the Negroes were taught to trust no
Southerners. €8 they were the Negro's énemies and
to trust only the Northérnera--thoir friends ung
liberators, If a Hegro 8ccepted the si4 or ad-
vice 6! his former master, he wag Pérsecuted by

the Laague.5 dany former 8lave Owners of Louj-

growing @isposition on the part of the
Planters to act Justly ang fairly towerg
the freodmen. 2nd to segure to them the

3. Avary, op. cit., 283,

4. Fleming, Documentegz Historz of Roconatrnotion.
11, 5. T

5. Fleming, Documents Releting o Reconatruotion.
So. II1I, Z; Welter Cook, Secret Political
Societies in the South daring the Perioa of

eeonstruction, 15,

(44
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exercise of their legal rights.®

The Confederate planter sought to hire the
Hegro to do 28 2 paid worker the same work he hed
done 28 & aleve.7 dany Negroes began to return
to work on these terms, and, seemingly, the
question would have greduslly settled itself.®
But such wee not the csse when & third individuel,
the carpet-begger, or Freedmen's Buresu agent, who
wes absolutely ignorant of the true relation be-

9 was intro-

tween the former masters and slaves,
ducéd &s the "middle men". The Buresu, created
with good intent, wee the "chief source of disa-
greement between the Negro end the white man end
the chief ceuse of the Negroes' fzlse elation
and nubseqnentvsuffering“.lo The idezs was con-

stantly held out to the Negroee by their unprin-

6. Report of General J.S.Fullerton, December 2,
186&, Fleming, Documents Releting to Recon-
struction, Nos. & & 7, 35. iy

7. Report of Gemerel Fullerton, December 2, 1865,
Fleming, Documents Relating to Reconstruction,
Nos. 6 & ¥, 35; Albert ?Eefpe. Touisiane, 328.

8. Phelp'. 22. git., 338.

9. Thomas Page, "The Southern People during Re-
construction”, Atlentie Monthly, LXXXVIII, 296.

10. Phelps, op. cit., 337; Alcee Fortier, History
of Lonieighe. Iv, 76.

s
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cipled Republicen lesders, of both the Bureau end
the Union Lesgue

that they were = privileged people to be
pampered end petted by the government, and
the effect wes moot pernicious. It not
only gave them expectations thet could not
be rezlized, but prevented them from ce-
curing ¢ivil rights thet t?i laws of the
Stete conferred upon them.

The Negro, dezed end eleted by this new
state of affeirs, wes blindly incitead by his un-
scrupulous lesders in League meetings to crime
end piuaga.l2

There is no disputing the feot thet the
fears of the whites with reference to
these leagues, were well founded; for the
men who controlled them had scally nothing
in view but public plunder.l

The carpet-bagger and NHegro rule in Louisi-

ana was "intolersble”. +4 Deprived of 211 legel

11. Report of General Fullerton, Fleming, Documents
Selating $o Reconstruction, Nos. 6 &7, 25.

12. Pleming, Documentaer History of Reconstruction,
II. 4; Cook, op. ci%.. .

13. Fleming, Locumentary History 9f Reconstruction,
11, 28.

14. Centu Magezine, VI, (1884), "The XKu Klux
EIan".‘9 o :

{\(\lo(\ 3 1303 00161 8272
b




'that the Radiegl party, the freedmen,
and the colored populatigg have eoalesced
8gainst the whi te race’,
Haturally. the whitegs resented the Politicel
Powers of their former Sleves, who were in no
Way prepereg for their new recponaibil!ty; While
they, the once powerful 8Troup in the Stete, were
dierranehiaed &€nd unsbhie to stop the miguge of .
power by both the carpet-baggbra 8nd the Negroes.
3y 211 odae the bitteregt draught helg
to the lipe of the Southern whiteg

control of their formeyr flaves, Not
even the 1mposition of excrbitsnt
taxes and the plundering of the publie
trecsurieg by the cerpe ~baggers ¢-
qualled in their eyes this infquitous
bhumiliatiop, 17

— N —
150 Phelpao 220 “40. 367- ‘

16. Jonn ficklen, Begonstruetioy i1 Louisiang, £le.
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Embittered and humiliated, the ettitude they es-

sumed is cleerly expressed in ¢ resolution of

the White Leegue in Upelousss:
Thet we hold the colored people responsi-
ble for most of the evils, arising from
fraudulent s=nd corrupt legislation, of
Which they heve been masters since 1868;
eénd while we may reedily believe =nd do
believe that meny colored men are upright
end honest, still, ss a ¢less they have
been mede the instruments in the hende of
designing men; both white and bleck,
through which the white tex-payer must
eventually be beggared and igiven with
his femily from the Stete.

“ith the professes purpose of protecting
themselves sgeinst the exploitations of the
Union Leazgue, the whites of Louisiene banded to-
gether into secret socfeties--hence, their ad-
hesion to Xu Klux Klan, and their esteblishment
0f the Enights of the "hite Cemelia, £nd the
White Leegue. 1The one guestion now uppermost
in their minds was:

By whet meessures of violence e{all‘thie
intolerable rule be thrown off?19

Violence is not e£8ily measured, or the higher

18. Resolutions of Opelousas White Lezgue, &g
quoted in Lestage, op. c¢it.s Louisians
Historicel gnarterli? July, 1838, 641.

19. Century Megazine, VI, "The Ku Elux Klen",949.



lew of self—preservetion limited to its actuel
demande; the invariable lew of revolution proves
to be stronger.20 pgepge, Louisiena was thrown
in 2 stete of terror, murder, and plunder. fhe
once underltanding master and sleve were now
bitter énemies; the former fired by pride end
se}f—prcaervation. 2nd the latter by the in-
citings of their unscrupulous lesders. "That
the conduet of the bleck men, as & politiciesn
2lone... forcea upon the white men the necessity
of meking the issue in aelf—defenae".zl is
lergely true, and cen be traced directly to the
destrubtivo politicel training given the lNegro
by his Republican leaders. 1f these loadefs had
been men of principle, sincere eénd eernest in
their 8ympethies sand efforts to help the Negro
ad just himself, 1t 4 unlikely thet this situ-
etion would have developed.

The restoretion of white Supremacy in Lou-

isiene wes éccomplished by "intimidation of the

20. Centur Megezine, VI, (1884) "The xu Klux
- KT s 949,

an

21. Resolutions of Opelouses White League, as

quoted in Lestsge, op. git., u gne
giatorical_gngz&gzli? July, 1935, 642,




Negroes spa Corruption st the ballot-box".ae
Campaign issues were no longer g contest "pe.
tween Republicang eénd Democrsts or Libersls but
between the whites and the blacks~;28 4. resl
issue centered Eround thig question: "Shall the
white People of Louisiene 80vern Louisigpnepn24

The new Louisiens Politiciensg Were not the

hetred of the Negro; for @8 e sleve, the Negro

hed held g monopoly on farn lebor, which forceg

power ang authority.26 The reign of terror,

——

22+ Willien Heoaeltino. A Histor of the douth
674, . i

23. Resolutions of Opelouseg White League, sg

quoted by Lestege, op, git., egng
Historical guarterli? July, 1925, 641,
M

24. 1bia,

885. Heaseltine. op. cit., 674.
26+ Ibi4.
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murder, &nd outrege in Louisiene might heve been
stilled hed not this group "been fired by & gene-
rel purpose to subjugate the blacks."2” 1The
exclusion of Negroee from the politicel sctivi-
ties of the Stete, neturslly resulted in further
discriminetions in socizl =nd economic 14fe.2®
The Netionel Government, which hed pleced the
Negroes in their new position, left them to de-
fend themselves.2?

By 1879 conditions in Louisisne hed chenged
80 much thet "Negroes were denied politicel
recognition, cherged excessive rents, forced into
precticel peonege, end generslly kept down in
every way."3°

All this wes brought about by the liegro's
misuse of power and liberty, when under the de-

structive leedership of the cerpet-beggers,

27. Century degezine, VI, (1884) "New Light on
the Ku xlux £ an;. 451.

28, Hesseltine, op. cit., 687.

29. Century degezine, VI (1884) "lew Light on
e Ku Klux £ an;. 481.

30. Benjemin Brewley, A Short History of the
/mericen Negro, 129.




through the medium of their secret orgenizations.
The permanent result of these orgenizations was

the eclienation of the Hegroes and the whites, end
the drawing of & color line in politica;51 truly,

e sad end costly misfortune.

—

31. Fleming, Documents Releting to Reconstruction,
No. I1I, B; Fleming, Documentary History of
Reconstruction, No. IT, 5.
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