
Ohio Northern University Ohio Northern University 

DigitalCommons@ONU DigitalCommons@ONU 

ONU Student Research Colloquium 

Apr 23rd, 9:00 AM 

A Site-Suitability Analysis of an Indoor Snow Ski Park near A Site-Suitability Analysis of an Indoor Snow Ski Park near 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

Ethan Falsone 
Ohio Northern University 

Austin White 
Ohio Northern University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.onu.edu/student_research_colloquium 

 Part of the Business Analytics Commons, Business Intelligence Commons, Geographic Information 

Sciences Commons, and the Marketing Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Falsone, Ethan and White, Austin, "A Site-Suitability Analysis of an Indoor Snow Ski Park near Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania" (2021). ONU Student Research Colloquium. 13. 
https://digitalcommons.onu.edu/student_research_colloquium/2021/posters/13 

This Poster is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@ONU. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in ONU Student Research Colloquium by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@ONU. For more 
information, please contact digitalcommons@onu.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.onu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.onu.edu/student_research_colloquium
https://digitalcommons.onu.edu/student_research_colloquium?utm_source=digitalcommons.onu.edu%2Fstudent_research_colloquium%2F2021%2Fposters%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1398?utm_source=digitalcommons.onu.edu%2Fstudent_research_colloquium%2F2021%2Fposters%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1326?utm_source=digitalcommons.onu.edu%2Fstudent_research_colloquium%2F2021%2Fposters%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/358?utm_source=digitalcommons.onu.edu%2Fstudent_research_colloquium%2F2021%2Fposters%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/358?utm_source=digitalcommons.onu.edu%2Fstudent_research_colloquium%2F2021%2Fposters%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/638?utm_source=digitalcommons.onu.edu%2Fstudent_research_colloquium%2F2021%2Fposters%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.onu.edu/student_research_colloquium/2021/posters/13?utm_source=digitalcommons.onu.edu%2Fstudent_research_colloquium%2F2021%2Fposters%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@onu.edu


Display of percent of population who 
participated in downhill skiing in last 12 

months

Location Overview:

Display of affluent census tracts with 
populations holding larger disposable 

incomes

Drive-time analysis from Harrisburg, PA to other 
Skiing facilities

Indoor Ski Slope in 
Harrisburg, PA?
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• The purpose of this project is to 
determine whether an Indoor Skiing 
Facility would be viable in Harrisburg, PA 
based on key consumer variables

• In the last 3 years, some of the first 
indoor ski slopes in North America have 
launched

• Overall, the skiing industry has been in 
decline in recent years (-1.9%)

• Indoor skiing has largely been seen as 
the future of the skiing industry

Site Selection:
Harrisburg, PA is an okay candidate city for an Indoor 
Ski facility, but somewhere between Harrisburg and 
Hershey, PA would work better. Here’s why:
• Participation in ski activities correlates highly with 

identified affluent census tracts, and the drivetime 
analysis supports that consumers would travel to 
an indoor slope located towards Hershey, PA

• Traffic reports that more traffic flows in the 
southeastern region between Harrisburg and 
Hershey

• Hershey would also be a better location due to 
the tourism it brings with its attractions, such as 
Hershey Park

Sources
• https://www.skiersplanet.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Ski-Dubai-an-indoor-ski-area_Rob-Crandall-Shutterstock.com-min-e1560251908521.jpg
• https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
• https://coloradosun.com/2020/01/09/big-snow-new-jersey-ski-industry-indoor/
• https://whitebookski.com/2020/02/22/is-a-move-indoors-the-future-of-skiing-in-north-america/

Legend:
Red Symbols: Outdoor Ski resorts
Blue Symbols: Indoor Ski resorts

Customer Analysis:

Industry Analysis:

• As the traffic map and data shows, most of 
the traffic around Harrisburg is on the 
southeastern side towards Hershey

• Based on these maps, it would be reasonable to place a facility in or near Harrisburg, PA, 
because the surrounding areas have the resources and consumers to support one
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