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Collaborative Project Activities in Setagaya Ward:
Achievements of “Art Walk,” “Shotengai Tohon Seiso!,” and “Chocolate Film Festival”

Junko FUKUDA

Established in 2003, the Department of Contemporary Liberal Arts in Showa Women’s University is
a department in which students acquire a broad education through interdisciplinary learning.

Students acquire basic knowledge and methods that will allow them to understand society from a
variety of perspectives in the first-year compulsory subjects. In subsequent years, students deepen their
studies while focusing on their specializations, and finish by writing a graduation thesis. They acquire
the ability to communicate and transmit specialized knowledge by developing Japanese skills, computer
skills, and the ability to read and understand sociological data. Using the broad knowledge obtained in
study groups, they take part in projects with local people to identify social issues and find ways to solve
them.

This study note records three projects of which the author was in charge: “Art Walk of Setagaya,”
“Shotengai Tohon Seiso!,” and “Chocolate Film Festival,” and explains how she, a literature teacher,

implemented and guided them and analyzes the effects of the projects and their significance.
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