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Empower and Engage Students in the Pre-Writing Process 
through Mental Mapping for Increased Contextual 

Understanding and Self-Directed Research

STUDENT SUCCESS IN WRITING CONFERENCE 
APRIL 2021

DR. WENDY DOUCETTE



Today’s Session
Attendees will learn different types of mapping (no software required) which 
aid students in developing writing topics and academic arguments and will 

be able to incorporate them into their teaching.  
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Advantages of Mapping

● Actively engaged learning

● Multimodal processing

● Deep (versus surface) understanding

For a good beginning understanding of these concepts, see Davies, M. 

(2011). Concept mapping, mind mapping and argument mapping: what 

are the differences and do they matter? Higher education, 62(3), 279-301.



Additional References

Alias, M., & Suradi, Z. (2008). Concept mapping: a tool for creating a literature review. In 
Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference on Concept Mapping (Vol. 3, pp. 96-99).

De Simone, C. (2007). Applications of concept mapping. College Teaching, 55(1), 33-36.

Kinchin, I. M. (2019). The salutogenic management of pedagogic frailty: A case of 
educational theory development using concept mapping. Education Sciences, 9(2), 157.

Mogahed, M. M. (2013). Planning out pre-writing activities. International Journal of English 
and Literature, 4(3), 60-68.



Why is subject 
mapping important?

Because 
context 
forms 
arguments.

Clay Banks, Unsplash



Traditional  
Roman outline
(same as when 
you were little)

http://owl.english.pur
due.edu/owl/resourc

e/544/01/



Three types
● Mind mapping

● Concept mapping

● Argument mapping

Carson Arias, Unsplash



Mind Mapping
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Subject Mapping through Spider Mapping

Vidar Nordli Mathisen, Unsplash



Spider (Subject) 
Mapping

https://www.scribd.co
m/document/335553
733/ii-individual-activi

ty-spider-map



https://www.the-organic-mind.com/spider-diagrams.html https://www.smartdraw.com/education-worksheet/examples/spider-map/



This tool promotes
● Autonomy
● Creativity 
● Freedom
● Design is 100% author’s choice



Practical considerations
● Technology
● Time 
● Engagement
● Grading (two parts)



Let’s unpack “crime tv”



















The Lie

The Reaction

Morality



Example 
2 (typed)
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