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Changes in Teachers’ Cognitive Framework of Children :
Using “Roll Construct Repertory Test for Teachers” and “Strength Approach”

Nobutaka WATANABE™ * Shinji AKASAKA** + Ryoko KOSHI**

ABSTRACT

Teachers’ cognitive framework of children reflects their view of education and the child, which may differ between
elementary school and junior high school teachers. One elementary school teacher underwent an “Roll Construct Repertory
Test for teachers” in which the teacher was shown information on each child’s strengths, which emerged from the “strength
approach”. This study aimed to examine changes in this teacher’s cognitive dimension of children and cognition of individual
children. After a one-month intervention, no major change was observed in the teacher’s cognitive dimension, but new
constructs emerged with different word combinations. This study found that each child’'s evaluation of the classroom
teacher changed according to the new information on the child’s strengths that the teacher obtained. This new information
was considered to refute the classroom teacher’s changes or corrections in their fixed cognition for each child, leading to
changes in teaching attitude and classroom behavior. These results suggest that the combined use of “RCRT for teachers”
and the “strength approach” may further promote the teacher’s cognitive changes involving children.
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