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Collaborating and Co-operating to 

Make the Connection: How Law 

Librarians and Academics Can Work 

Together to Develop Communities of 

Legal Practice 

Abstract: The Library is of value as a physical and social space, as a place that can 
facilitate learning; independently and in distinct ways to its role as repository of, and point 
of access to, information. The problems that defenders of this "learning place" aspect of 
the Library face are bound up with a very powerful, and indeed prevalent, metaphor. This 
metaphor is of teaching and learning as the transfer of information from one place or 
head, to another place or head. Therefore, Graham Ferris and Angela Donaldson put 
forward a far more realistic account of learning, and combine it with an example of 
learning being enacted in practice. We need to articulate the value of the Library as a 
place of learning because it is under threat from pressures on resources that are being 
deployed on a ''common sense" but fallacious assumption that Libraries are about the 
storage and manipulation of information only. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Famously, if ambiguously, Wittgenstein wrote: 1 "What we 
cannot speak about we must pass over in silence.'' If we 
read this as a simple matter of what it is possible to say, 
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then it identifies a problem for anyone who wishes to 
defend something they feel is of value, but who cannot 
find words to articulate the basis of the feeling, and turn 
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