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‘Experiment 01 - 60 Second Architecture’ exhibition
+ filmed interview of Mike Aling discussing project displayed
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Digital Cottage Industries
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The future of cities will consist of two different modalities combined
within the ageographical and largely unrecognized meta city that is the
Internet!

- William Gibson [1]

The spectra of digital communications, from mobile phones to
the internet to emerging technologies in virtuality is allowing
for a renaissance in cottage industries, in that an increasing
number of products (digital or otherwise) floating on the
pervasive digital-market are developed and distributed from
the home. In an age of globalized networks, the Digital Cottage
Industries project posits small scale architectures in order to
resuscitate a sense of community akin to how traditional cot-
tage industries functioned, principally through digital industry,
geographical proximity and human contact.

A couple’s retreat, a credit union, an open source software
pavilion, a mobile library, a parcel distribution centre, a digital
tool supplier, a home for an online educator and a wedding
venue. The project develops a number of small scale digital-in-
dustry architectures that entwine actual with virtual spaces,
posited into a series of sites developed from research into films
exploring the UK rural landscape.

Digital Cottage Industries is a short film composed from a num-
ber of digital paintings, each an isometric model constructed
to form a 4-dimensional moving isometric image. Isometry is
used as a representational tactic in the work in order to draw
equivalences between each site depicted and each architecture
posited.

My work is cognisant of media theorist Lev Manovich’s procla-
mation that digital cinema is akin to a type of digital painting
[2], therefore siting this project between architecture and
digital painting. Ultimately, the intention is that the work repre-
sents ubiquity, in opposition to the perspectival scopic regime
that cannot help but compartmentalise our vision of the world.

Note

[1] William Gibson, ‘Life in the Meta City; article accessed online at http://www.
scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=life-in-a-meta-city.
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[2] Lev Manovich, ‘What is Digital Cinema? - Cinema, The Art of the Index; 1995, p6
(essay accessed online at http://manovich.net/articles/).
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