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The effects of sports teams on local communities: A study of the

relationship between team identity and social capital of spectators
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This study sheds light on people who enjoy watching live professional sports events with respect to factors
such as team identity, the number of events attended, the intent to attend more events, social capital, and Tkigai.
By doing so, the paper aims to understand the effect that professional sports teams have on local communities.
The results of the analysis showed no correlation between team identity, the intent to attend more events, and
social capital. However, a negative correlation was found between the number of events attended and social
capital. Furthermore, while no correlation was found between team identity, the intent to attend more events,
and Ikigai, a negative correlation was found between the number of events attended and Ikigai. It can thus be
derived that excessive passion and support for sports teams may discourage sports fans from strengthening
social ties, interacting with community members other than fans, tackling new challenges, or developing a feeling
of kindness and generosity. Further investigation and analysis is required to resolve these issues.

Key words: local community, team identity, social capital, ikigai, professional sports team
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