
HANDBOOK OF RESEARCH  
ON FAMILY BUSINESS, 
SECOND EDITION
Edited by Kosmas X. Smyrnios, RMIT University, 
Melbourne, Australia, Panikkos Zata Poutziouris, 
UCLan, Cyprus and Sanjay Goel, University of 
Minnesota, Duluth, US

‘This is a very business-like book in its approach. It has an impressive 
global reach in its authorship, focal areas and use of evidence; it hits all 
the major practical challenges of family firms in a spirit that is fresh and 
current; and it deals with the cutting-edge themes and issues that are 
uppermost in the minds of owners, executives, advisors and researchers  
in the field.’

– Nigel Nicholson, London Business School, UK, author, Managing the 
Human Animal, Family Wars and The ‘I’ of Leadership

During the previous decade, the multi-disciplinary field of family business has advanced significantly 
in terms of advances in theory, development of sophisticated empirical instruments, systematic 
measurement of family business activity, use of alternative research methodologies and deployment 
of robust tools of analysis. This second edition of the Handbook of Research on Family Business 
presents important research and conceptual developments across a broad range of topics. The 
contributors – notable researchers in the field – explore the frontiers of knowledge in family business 
entrepreneurship and stimulate critical thinking, enriching the repository of theoretical frameworks  
and methodologies.

The Handbook takes a systematic and rigorous approach by providing in-depth insights into the 
dynamics of family business, its context and the significant role of stakeholders. Ultimately, this 
scholarly compendium of extant family business papers is an invaluable resource for researchers, 
educators, family business consultants, family business owner-managers and students.
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