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Yvonne Reddick

Postedon February?1,2015 | Leaveacomment

FINGER-WING

I

Chevroncirrus.

| squintnorth—
spuncloudwrackkeeled
like agoosewingindboat.

| blow on my fists,
feelthescrunchednembranes
thatmeshmy fingers
andremembehow pterodactyl
meandinger-wing.
Wherearetheflocks?

Il
Thesludgyhulk of adecomposingigeonfloppedfrom theroof. Skin
tentedgreyoverbreastbone.

My Méméwasbird-bonehollow, all ribstrakesandwing-scaffold,skin
slouchedbvera V of sternum Shallowbreathrales knuckly birdlegfingers.
Her Englishevaporatd asblood-nestsnursedhertumor. Theremains:J'ai
ces... hallucinations’of water,pools,my fatherwebbingthroughair, his
handsin outspreacgheave®f primaries.

Plumecinderashwhenwe burnedMémé. Thesoutheasterlyhusihushedt
north.

(I interredthe pigeon’sslimy reekin askip —le fruit devosentraillesest
béni)

1]

A specksharpensnto focus
asawishboneV.
Coastingtheleader’sslipstream,
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theypanteachsecond,

their heartbeatsnustblur —

how do they snhatchbreathto call?
Thenameof their nestsites
freezeair asl speakthem:
SpitsbergenHvannalindir.

Touchdownof lipglossfeet

on saurianlegs,skiddingaquaplane,
aspurtof greenwaterwake.
Parchedeaksdapping

in algalmarshland.

Runnelsof merepour

off watermarkeadecks.

| wonderedf anyonereturned
from thosebrumalaltitudes—
herearepink-footedgeese
crying hark hark.
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