-

View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you byf’f CORE

provided by Tilburg University Repository

S

NS
ILBURG & 2z ¢ UNIVERSITY

Tilburg University

Open letters
van Reisen, M.E.H.; Rijken, C.R.J.J.; Borgman, E.P.N.M.

Publication date:
2013

Document Version
Peer reviewed version

Link to publication in Tilburg University Research Portal

Citation for published version (APA):
van Reisen, M. E. H., Rijken, C. R. J. J., & Borgman, E. P. N. M. (2013). Open letters: Lampedusa and EU
asylum policy.

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

» Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
* You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
* You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Download date: 12. May. 2021


https://core.ac.uk/display/420824523?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://research.tilburguniversity.edu/en/publications/1edda894-a331-4bce-9cf2-b9a1ded2fa1d

TILBURG # Effi ¢ UNIVERSITY

s
-

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES | TILBURG LAW ScHoOOL

Open Letter

Dear Ministers,
Dear Vice President Baroness Ashton,
Dear Commissioner Cecilia Malmstrom,

Date
6 October 2013

The General Assembly High-level Dialogue on Migration and
Development on 3 — 4 October coincided with the dramatic loss of life
of at least 300 refugees in European waters, off the Italian coast. The
EU must respond to this dramatic event, so as to uphold the values of
human dignity and human rights as the basis of its foundation.

Subject
Lampedusa and
EU Asylum Policy
Telephone

+31 13 466 2822
+31 13 466 2668

We would like to draw your attention to the particular aspect that many
of the victims are from Eritrea. Eritrean communities in Europe and
elsewhere are grieving their loss.

E-mail The UN sanctions against Eritrea converge with EU Member States’
assessments that Eritrea is governed by a ruthless dictatorship, and
that the violations of human rights are the cause of the refugee-crisis
that has emerged. UNHCR registers monthly 3000 refugees, but the
CIA estimates that as many as 5000 refugees leave Eritrea every
month, despite a shoot-to-kill policy at the border. The majority of
these refugees are absorbed in Africa, while a small proportion travels
North.

M.vanReisen@uvt.nl

In Sinai, Egypt, Sudan, Yemen and Libya the refugees are subject to
the dangers of kidnapping, human trafficking and torture. Basic safety
is lacking. Provisions or adequate provisions for access to asylum are
lacking. The refugees are placed in detention centres, malnourished
and without any prospects. This is the background against which
Eritrean refugees try to cross over the Mediterranean Sea to Europe.

In response to this crisis it should be emphasised that the obligation to
protect refugees should be upheld by the EU at all times. The following
points follow from this obligation:
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1. The majority of Eritrean refugees are legitimate asylum-seekers
who must receive access to an adequate asylum procedure in the
EU;

2. The majority of Eritreans arrive in Greece, Malta and Italy; greater
solidarity among European Member States is needed to absorb
these refugees across Europe;

3. The Dublin Convention is often cause for Eritreans to be transferred
to subsequent EU Member States who do not take responsibility for
their asylum application, consequently they risk to be detained in
EU Member States;

4. All deportations of Eritreans should be stopped on the ground of
danger of persecution at home;

5. Frontex should operate within the boundaries of international
refugee law;

6. Increased monitoring of small boats in the Mediterranean Sea
should be accompanied by measures to ensure boats and people
reach the European shore in safety;

7. Cooperation with North African countries must be legal and
transparent and in full adherence of international refugee law.

The serious and well documented violations of human rights and
fundamental governance principles in Eritrea should be ground to
invoke art 96 and art 97 of the Cotonou Agreement on the suspension
of cooperation with the EU.

We sincerely hope that a package of measures will be adopted by the

EU that leads to upholding the rights and dignity of people who find
themselves trapped in such circumstances beyond their control.

Sincerely yours,

Prof.Dr. Mirjam van Reisen Prof.Dr.Erik Borgman Dr. Conny Rijken

Professor in Professor in Professor in

International Public Theology International and

Social Responsibility European Public
Law
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