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Abstract: It is widely recognized that fullerene derivatives show several advantages as n-type
materials in photovoltaic applications. However, conventional [6,6]-phenyl-C61-butyric acid methyl
ester (PCBM) exhibits weak absorption in the visible region, and poor morphological stability,
due to the facile aggregation. For further improvement of the device performance and durability,
utilization of n-type polymeric materials instead of PCBM is considered to be a good way to solve the
problems. In this study, we fabricated completely polymer-based solar cells utilizing p- and n-type
block copolymers consisting of poly(3-hexylthiophene) (P3HT) and poly{[N,N′-bis(2-octyldodecyl)
naphthalene-1,4,5,8-bis(dicarboximide)-2,6-diyl]-alt-5,5′-(2,2′-bithiophene)} [P(NDI2OD-T2)],
respectively, containing common polystyrene (PSt) inert blocks, which decreased the size of phase
separated structures. Electron mobility in synthesized P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt film enhanced by a
factor of 8 compared with homopolymer. The root mean square roughness of the blend film of two
block copolymers (12.2 nm) was decreased, compared with that of the simple homopolymers blend
(18.8 nm). From the current density-voltage characteristics, it was confirmed that the introduction of
PSt into both P3HT and P(NDI2OD-T2) improves short-circuit current density (1.16 to 1.73 mA cm−2)
and power-conversion efficiency (0.24% to 0.32%). Better performance is probably due to the
uniformity of the phase separation, and the enhancement of charge mobility.

Keywords: organic photovoltaic; all-polymer solar cell; block copolymer; poly(3-hexylthiophene)
(P3HT); P(NDI2OD-T2); polystyrene; semiconducting polymer; domain size; charge mobility

1. Introduction

Organic photovoltaics (OPVs) have attracted much attention as a new clean energy source, since
the devices possess light, and flexible natures, and they can be fabricated at low-cost in large areas
suitable for mass-production [1]. In general, the active layer of a polymer-based OPV is considered to
possess a bulk-heterojunction (BHJ) structure in which electron donor (p-type material) and acceptor
(n-type one) are interpenetrated each other [2]. OPVs can extract electrical energy from light via
following four steps, (1) absorption of light and generation of excitons, (2) diffusion of the excitons to
the p-n interfaces, (3) dissociation of the excitons to generate free charges, a hole-electron pair, (4)
charge transporting, and collection of hole and electron by each electrode [3]. Most OPVs studied so
far have utilized low molecular weight fullerene derivatives as n-type materials [4,5]. Since fullerene
derivatives have several disadvantages such as high cost, low light absorption in the visible region,
and low compatibility, studies on all-polymer solar cells utilizing polymeric acceptors, rather than
low molecular weight fullerene derivatives, have been advanced in recent years [6–15]. In the case of
non-fullerene polymeric alternatives, molecular versatility makes it possible to design suitable n-type
polymeric semiconductors that exhibit high light absorption in the visible region in order to harvest
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a large portion of sunlight, resulting in a high short-circuit current density (JSC) [9]. Furthermore,
by adjusting the energy levels of the highest occupied molecular orbital (HOMO) and the lowest
unoccupied molecular orbital (LUMO), it is possible to fulfil a high open-circuit voltage (VOC) [9].
Among the various polymeric acceptors used in completely polymer-based BHJ solar cells, poly{[N,N′-
bis(2-octyldodecyl)-naphthalene-1,4,5,8-bis(dicarboximide)-2,6-diyl]-alt-5,5′-(2,2′-bithiophene)}
[P(NDI2OD-T2)] (Figure 1) has been recognized as one of the most promising materials, having
naphthalene diimide moieties which are known to have high absorption in the visible region,
and high electron affinity with appropriate energy level [16]. It was reported that the BHJ completely
polymer-based solar cells having active layers using the combination of P(NDI2OD-T2) with the most
common p-type poly(3-hexylthiophene) (P3HT) (Figure 1) prepared from dichlorobenzene solution
(as-spun) showed a power-conversion efficiency (PCE) of 0.17% [10].
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There are several strategies to improve the PCE, such as increasing the amount of light absorption
in the visible region and the charge separation efficiency, and the enhancement of the charge mobility [3].
In order to increase the charge separation efficiency, it is effective to increase the heterojunction
interface between p- and n-domains [11]. The larger interface can be achieved by reducing the domain
size of the phase separation of p- and n-type polymers [12]. Since different polymers are generally
incompatible, the blending affords phase separated films with various domain sizes dependent
on the fabrication conditions. As a conventional and easy method, the optimization of the solvent
used in the fabrication of the active layer has been carried out [17]. For example, by changing
the solvent from chlorobenzene with its higher boiling point to more volatile chloroform in the
fabrication of P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2) blend film, the domain size was decreased and a high JSC was
achieved, resulting in high PCE [10]. As a similar example, in the OPV system in which P3HT and
poly{2,7-(9,9-didodecylfluorene)-alt-5,5-[4′,7′-bis(2-thienyl)-2′,1′,3′-benzothiadiazole]} are used as p-
and n-type polymers, respectively, the film morphology changes with the spin-coating solvent. The size
of the phase separation decreases in the order of dichlorobenzene, chlorobenzene, and chloroform.
Contrary to the conventional devices based on a p-type polymer and [6,6]-phenyl-C61-butyric acid
methyl ester (PCBM), the thermal annealing provides the slight changes of the interfacial morphology
due to the lack of enough mobility in the case of polymer blended system [13].

While the morphological control by the choice of the solvent relies on kinetics of phase separation
or the rate of the solvent evaporation, a thermodynamically controlled method for reducing the domain
size is a promising alternative. Our strategy here is based on the idea of introducing a common or
similar structure to each component to reduce the domain size. In the case of binary blends consisting
of asymmetrical AB and AC type block copolymers, where the composition of common A segments
are lower than B or C, the macrophase separation affording B- and C-rich domains is expected to
proceed accompanied with the microphase separation in each macro domain [18]. Simultaneously it is
anticipated that the part of micophase separated A domain exists at the phase boundary between the
macrodomains to reduce the interfacial energy making the domain size small.
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In this paper, in order to improve the uniformity of the phase separation, and obtain a high
PCE, we attempted to increase the affinity between p- and n-type polymers by introducing a common
block to both p- and n-type polymers based on the above-mentioned strategy. As p- and n-type
polymers, conventional P3HT and P(NDI2OD-T2) with high light absorption ability in the visible
region, and relatively high charge mobility were utilized, respectively. As a common block, electrically
inert polystyrene (PSt) was used. There is a possibility that the introduction of PSt alters the electric
characteristics as well as the domain size. We recently reported that the hole mobility of P3HT is
improved by the introduction of PSt [19]. Therefore, it is expected that the enhancement of charge
mobilities can also contribute to the improvement of PCE.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Materials

2.1.1. P3HT-b-PSt

The p-type semiconducting P3HT bearing a bromo terminal group at one end was synthesized
by Grignard-metathesis reaction according to the literature [20]. The number average molecular
weight Mn and polydispersity index (PDI) of P3HT were 12,000 g mol−1 and 1.73, respectively.
The boronic ester terminated PSt was synthesized by atom transfer radical polymerization (ATRP) as
previously reported [21]. The Mn and PDI of PSt for P3HT-b-PSt synthesis were 2220 g mol−1 and 1.25,
respectively. The block copolymer, P3HT-b-PSt was synthesized by Suzuki-Miyaura coupling of bromo
terminated P3HT with boronic ester terminated PSt as previously reported [22]. The Mn and PDI of
P3HT-b-PSt were 13,100 g mol−1 and 1.90, respectively. The weight ratio of PSt segments in P3HT-b-PSt
was estimated to 11.0%. A similar block copolymer containing low molecular weight of P3HT-L

(Mn = 4230 g mol−1, PDI = 1.59), and the same PSt segments (P3HT-L-b-PSt) was also synthesized.
The weight ratio of the PSt segments in P3HT-L-b-PSt was estimated to be 28.0%.

2.1.2. P(NDI2OD-T2)-Br2

An n-type semiconducting P(NDI2OD-T2) was synthesized by Stille coupling reaction with a
modified method in the literature (see Figure S1 in Supplementary Materials) [23–27]. In order to
ensure the terthiophene chain ends as shown in Figure 2, the subsequent termination reaction with
2-bromothiophene was conducted. The Mn and PDI of P(NDI2OD-T2) were 10,100 g mol−1 and 3.33,
respectively. P(NDI2OD-T2)-Br2 was synthesized as follows. P(NDI2OD-T2) (380 mg, 0.038 mmol)
and CH2Cl2 (6 mL) were placed into a 50-mL of flask. N-bromosuccinimide (14.8 mg, 0.083 mmol) was
added, then the mixture was stirred for 40 h at room temperature. The product was precipitated in
acetone. Yield: 372 mg (98%).

2.1.3. P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt

The boronic ester terminated PSt with different molecular weight was synthesized by ATRP in a
similar manner as the above mentioned. The Mn and PDI of PSt for P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt preparation
were 620 g mol−1 and 1.94, respectively. The block copolymer, P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt was synthesized
by Suzuki-Miyaura coupling of P(NDI2OD-T2)-Br2 with boronic ester terminated PSt as shown in
Figure 2. The detail of synthesis was as follows.

P(NDI2OD-T2)-Br2 (206 mg), boronic ester terminated PSt (49 mg), Pd(PPh3)4 (23 mg, 0.020 mmol),
2.5 M K2CO3 (2 mL), and toluene (10 mL) were placed into a 50-mL of two necked flask equipped with
a condenser and a nitrogen inlet, followed by freeze-and-thaw cycles to eliminate air in the mixture.
Then the mixture was stirred for 3 days at 90 ◦C under nitrogen atmosphere. The reaction mixture
was precipitated in methanol to recover the product. Reprecipitations in methanol and hot acetone
were successively carried out twice each. Then, Soxhlet extraction was carried out using in the order of
methanol, acetone and chloroform, and a solution of chloroform was poured into methanol to recover
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the final product. Yield: 224 mg (90%). The Mn and PDI of P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt were 12,200 g mol−1

and 5.59, respectively. The weight ratio of PSt segments in P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt was 5.9%. Similar
block copolymer containing low molecular weight of P(NDI2OD-T2)-L (Mn = 3880 g mol−1,
PDI = 1.94), and the same PSt segments (P(NDI2OD-T2)-L-b-PSt) was also synthesized as mentioned
above. The weight ratio of PSt segments in P(NDI2OD-T2)-L-b-PSt was 26.9% (see Figure S2 in
Supplementary Materials).
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Figure 2. Synthetic scheme of P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt.

2.2. Characterizations

Syntheses of all compounds were confirmed by NMR spectroscopy (JEOL, JNM-ECX300 or
JEOL JNM-ECA500, Tokyo, Japan). The values of Mn and PDI were determined by gel permeation
chromatography (GPC) using a system equipped with a set of two columns (7.6 mm Φ × 30 cm)
packed with home-made styrene-divinylbenzene gel beads [28] and a UV detector (254 nm) (JASCO,
UV-2075 Plus, Tokyo, Japan) using chloroform as an eluent (0.5 mL/min), which was calibrated against
monodispersed polystyrene standards. The values of weight ratio of PSt were determined from 1H
NMR spectrum.

The measurements of cyclic voltammetry (CV) for film samples were carried out on a
potentiostat/galvanostat (HOKUTO DENKO, HZ-5000, Tokyo, Japan) at a scan rate of 100 mV s−1,
where acetonitrile and 0.1 M tetrabutylammonium perchlorate were used as a solvent and electrolyte,
respectively. Platinum wires and carbon were used as a counter and working electrodes, respectively.
Ag/AgCl was utilized as a reference electrode. The thin films were prepared by the drop casting of the
sample solutions with a concentration of 20 mg mL−1 on the working electrode. The UV-vis absorption
spectra were obtained with a JASCO V-670 spectrophotometer (Tokyo, Japan). Thin films of blends,
P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2) and P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt, were prepared by spin coating from
chlorobenzene solution on glass substrates on the same conditions as those of photovoltaic devices.
Thin films of P3HT and P(NDI2OD-T2) were prepared by spin coating of chlorobenzene solution of
which the concentration was maintained at 13 mg mL−1 and 12 mg mL−1, respectively, to keep the
absorption intensity comparable to those of photovoltaic devices.
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The nanoscale morphology of the blended films of the devices was investigated using atomic force
microscopy (AFM) (SII, Nanocute, Tokyo, Japan) using silicon probes with a resonant frequency of
≈300 kHz and a force constant of ≈26 N m−1 (Olympus, OMCL-AC160TS, Tokyo, Japan). The crystal
structure of the blended films on the glass was measured by grazing incidence wide angle X-ray
diffraction (GIWAXD) (RIGAKU X-ray Diffractometer SmartLab, Tokyo, Japan) (Cu Kα, λ = 1.5418 Å,
45 kV and 200 mA) from 2◦ to 30◦ with a step of 0.02◦ at the scan speed of 1◦ min−1 in the out-of-plane
measurements. Incident angle was fixed to 0.20◦. The thickness of the films and metals was measured
using a Stylus type surface profiler (BRUKER, Dektak XT-S, Billerica, MA, USA).

2.3. Device Fabrication of Space Charge Limited Current (SCLC) Measurements

The electron only devices were fabricated with a configuration of indium tin oxide (ITO)/
aluminum (Al) (50 nm)/active layer (200 nm)/lithium fluoride (LiF) (0.5 nm)/Al (100 nm). ITO-coated
glass substrates (10 Ω per square) were washed by an alkaline cleaner under sonication and rinsed
with deionized water. Al with 50 nm of thickness was vacuum-deposited at 3.0 × 10−4 Pa onto the
ITO substrate. Active layers were spin-coated from chlorobenzene solutions having a concentration of
40 mg mL−1 that were filtered with a 0.45 µm membrane filter. The thickness of the polymer layers
was typically adjusted to 200 nm. Then, LiF with 0.5 nm of thickness and Al with 100 nm of thickness
were successively vacuum-deposited at 3.0 × 10−4 Pa. A typical size of the photo-active area was
6 mm2. The current-voltage characteristics of the devices were measured by using a direct-current
voltage and a current source/monitor (KEITHLEY, 2400, Cleveland, OH, USA).

2.4. Fabrication of OPV (J-V) Device and Measurements

All the devices were fabricated with a structure of ITO/poly(3,4-ethylenedioxythiophene)
(PEDOT):poly(4–styrenesulfonate) (PSS) (30 nm)/active layer (150 nm)/LiF (0.5 nm)/Al (100 nm).
ITO-coated glass substrates (10 Ω per square) were cleaned in the same way as the SCLC devices.
The substrate was subsequently washed by 2-propanol under sonication, rinsed with clean 2-propanol,
and dried with nitrogen. PEDOT:PSS (Heraeus, Clevious P VP Al 4083, Hanau, Germany) was
spin-coated onto the ITO substrate at a spinning rate of 2500 rpm (rotations per min) for 60 s from
the dispersion in water filtered by a 0.2 µm of membrane filter, followed by dried in air at 200 ◦C
for 1 h. All polymer blended layers were spin-coated from chlorobenzene solutions filtrated with
a 0.45 µm of membrane filter. The total concentration of these blended solutions, in which p- and
n-type polymers were dissolved at weight ratios 13:12, was maintained at 25 mg mL−1 to keep the
film thickness constant. The thickness of the polymer blended layers was typically 150 nm. Then,
LiF with 0.5 nm of thickness and Al with 100 nm of thickness were vacuum-deposited at 3.0 × 10−4 Pa.
A typical size of the photo-active area was 5.6 mm2. The photocurrent-voltage characteristics of the
devices were measured by using a direct-current voltage and a current source/monitor (KEITHLEY,
2400, Cleveland, OH, USA) under illumination by air mass 1.5G-Grobal (AM1.5G) simulated solar
light by a xenon lump with a power of 100 mW cm−2.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Synthesis of P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt

The Stille coupling reaction employed for synthesis of P(NDI2OD-T2) was terminated with
2-bromothiophene in order to obtain well-defined end groups for the preparation of the block
copolymer. Figure 3a shows the 1H NMR spectrum of P(NDI2OD-T2)-Br2, and the spectrum pattern
was similar to the original P(NDI2OD-T2) except the signal from chain ends. In the 1H NMR
spectrum of P(NDI2OD-T2) (see Figure S1 in Supplementary Materials), the signals for β-hydrogen
from end thiophene units as designated in Figure 3a were separately observed around 7.05 ppm
(inset of Figure 3a), and the signal assignment is based on the spectrum for tetrathiophene [29].
After bromination, the signals derived from the chain ends were observed at the slightly higher
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magnetic field compared with the original polymer, and the relative intensity increased by a factor
of 2. These observations were also reasonably explained on the basis of the signal assignments for
brominated tetrathiophene [29], where the signals both of α- and β-hydrogens show higher magnetic
field shifts from 7.22 to 6.98 ppm, and from 7.02 to 6.91 ppm respectively. Assuming that these shifts
are similarly true for P(NDI2OD-T2)-Br2, it is considered that the signals around 7.0 ppm are derived
from the overlap of the signals of α- and β-hydrogens. Consequently, from these NMR analyses,
it is considered that bromination at end groups occurred quantitatively. Furthermore, the degree
of polymerization can be estimated to 20 from the comparison of the intensity of signal “a” from
naphthalene diimide unit to that of the end thiophene.

As shown in Figure 3b, additional signals in the aromatic region assignable to the protons on the
phenyl ring of PSt are observed at 6.6 and 7.1 ppm in the 1H NMR spectrum of P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt.
As is the case in other block copolymers, spectrum is inherently the same as the superimposed spectra
of each homopolymer. The ratio of unit numbers (corresponding to the chemical composition) was
determined to 20/12, which can be converted to the weight ratio of 19,800/1240 based on the mass
number of each unit. The Mn of used PSt is 620 g mol−1 as mentioned in the Section 2.1. Since the block
copolymer possesses PSt chains at both ends, the weight ratio of 19,800/1240 is estimated, and this
ratio is consistent with one determined from the chemical composition.
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3.2. Characteristics of P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt

The electrochemical characteristics of P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt were investigated by cyclic voltammetry.
The energy levels of LUMO of homo- and block copolymers were estimated to be −4.0 and −4.1 eV
(Table 1), respectively, from the onset of reduction waves in the cyclic voltammograms (see Figure S3
in Supplementary Materials). LUMO level is almost the same as the reported value (−4.0 eV) [30],
and the introduction of PSt has a negligible effect on the electrochemical nature as expected, since the
PSt segment is electrically inert. Wavelengths of absorption maxima in the solution state determined
from UV/vis absorption spectra are also listed on Table 1, indicating that there is no significant effect
of the PSt segment on the electron configuration in the ground state.

Figure 4 shows the original (a) and double logarithmic (b) plots for current density-voltage
characteristics of the films of P(NDI2OD-T2) and P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt. Electron mobility was
determined with the following Equation (1) taking the series resistance (12 Ω) into consideration,
and assuming built-in voltage is close to zero due to the small difference of work functions for both
electrodes [31].

J =
9
8

εrε0µe
V2

L3 (1)

where, J is the electron current density, µe the electron mobility, εr the relative permittivity of the
material (3.5), ε0 the permittivity of vacuum, L the thickness of the active layer, and V voltage drop
across the device. The electron mobilities determined with the Equation (1) are listed in Table 1.
Compared with the P(NDI2OD-T2) precursor, it is found that P(ND2OD-T2)-b-PSt exhibits higher
electron mobility by a factor of 8. We also reported that the introduction of the PSt block to P3HT
enhances the hole mobility by a factor of over 100 [19]. In the case of P3HT-b-PSt, the content of the
rigid amorphous domain is higher than the P3HT precursor, and this type of domains interconnect the
crystallites, leading to enhancement of hole mobility. Hitherto, it is not clear that this consideration is
applicable to the P(ND2OD-T2) family. Further investigation is necessary to elucidate the origin of
enhanced electron mobility.
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Figure 4. Current density-voltage (a) and double logarithmic plots (b) for electron only devices based
on P(NDI2OD-T2) (gray) and P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt (orange). The presented data set affords the electron
mobilities close to the average values.

Table 1. Characteristics of P(NDI2OD-T2) and P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt.

Polymer λmax (nm) 1 LUMO (eV) 2 SCLC Electron Mobility (cm2 V−1 s−1) 3

P(NDI2OD-T2) 369, 383, 610 −4.0 4.5 × 10−6

P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt 369, 384, 618 −4.1 3.6 × 10−5

1 Wavelength at absorption maxima in chlorobenzene solution (0.01 mg/mL), 2 energy level of lowest unoccupied
molecular orbital, 3 average values determined for 4 devices.
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3.3. UV/vis Absorption in Film State

Figure 5 shows UV/vis absorption spectra of as-spun films of P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2) (150 nm),
P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt (150 nm), P3HT (80 nm) and P(NDI2OD-T2) (80 nm). Both spectra
of P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2) and P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt are superimposed spectra of P3HT
and P(NDI2OD-T2) inherently. Comparing the spectra of P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2) and P3HT-b-PSt/
P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt, the intensity of the latter is smaller than that of P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2), which is
considered to be attributable to the presence of PSt. Actually, it can be seen that for the spectrum of
P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt compared with that of P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2), the peaks derived
from the P3HT segment with a high content of PSt greatly decreases the intensities compared with
those derived from P(NDI2OD-T2) with a low content of PSt. No change in peak positions and the
profiles by the introduction of PSt and blending p- and n-type of polymers was observed, and it is
considered that there is no charge transfer interaction at least in the ground state in the blend films.
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3.4. Morphology

The AFM height images are shown in Figure 6. It is found that the film of P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2)
exhibits a relatively rougher surface with the root mean square (RMS) roughness of 18.8 nm. On the
other hand, the film of P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt exhibits a RMS of 12.2 nm. Thus, the value
of RMS the film of the blend of p- and n-type polymers, in which the common PSt block segment
was introduced, decreased. From the RMS data, it was shown that P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt
afford smoother film surface than P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2), which means that more uniform films
without large aggregations can be formed [32]. Furthermore, judging from the images of both
polymers, P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt film gives relatively uniform phase separation, while
in P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2) film, there exist some bigger aggregations. This is probably due to the
improvement of compatibility by the existence of PSt segment in both polymers P3HT-b-PSt and
P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt.
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3.5. Photovoltaic Device Evaluation

In order to confirm the effect of introducing PSt block, the OPV devices with four types of active
layers were examined; P3HT/PSt, P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt, P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2),
P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt. The solar cell performances of the devices are summarized in Table 2.
Figure 7 shows the current density-voltage (J-V) curves of the devices showing the best PCE for each.
The value of JSC increased from 1.16 to 1.73 mA cm−2 by introducing the PSt block, while VOC and fill
factor (FF) were not significantly changed. The reason for increased JSC is considered to be that the
charge separation efficiency was improved because the heterojunction interface between p- and n-type
polymers increased due to the decrease in the domain size of P3HT and P(NDI2OD-T2) segment as
explained above. It was also found from SCLC measurements that charge mobility of both p- and
n-type polymers is improved by introducing a block of PSt. It is considered that one of the reasons
for the improvement of the JSC is that the improved charge mobility decreased the probability for the
recombination of the separated charges. Hence, the best PCE of 0.39% was attained for the device
with active layer of P3HT-b-PSt and P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt blended. Furthermore, the values of JSC

and FF decreased from 1.16 to 0.32 mA cm−2 and from 0.41 to 0.36, respectively, by introducing PSt
only into P3HT. Similarly, the value of JSC decreased from 1.16 to 0.25 mA cm−2 and the value of
FF decreased from 0.41 to 0.35 by introducing PSt only into P(NDI2OD-T2). The reason for these
JSC decreases is that the presence of PSt block does not reduce the domain size in these cases, and
the PSt domain just plays a role as an insulator. Assuming that in both cases, the domains with PSt
segment resulted from phase separation in a large scale are covered with PSt domain possessing highly
solvating power because of the exclusion of the solvent (chlorobenzene) during the crystallization
from the solution, segregated PSt segments at the interface between p- and n-type polymers inhibits
the charge separation. It is also speculated that the decrease of FF in these systems is due to the
disruption of interpenetrating structure resulting from the formation of above mentioned macroscopic
domains leading to the lack of appropriate charge transporting path. As a result, the devices based
on the blends, P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2) and P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt showed lower PCE than
P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2).

The effect of chain length on the OPV performance was investigated by the evaluation of the
device comprising P3HT-L/P(NDI2OD-T2)-L or P3HT-L-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-L-b-PSt. The former
device exhibited the slightly lower performance than that of P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2) because of the
low molecular weight nature. Performance of the latter device, however, drastically became worse
compared with the P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt-based device. In XRD profile for P3HT-L-b-PSt/
P(NDI2OD-T2)-L-b-PSt blend, (100) diffraction derived from P(NDI2OD-T2) segment disappeared
(see Figure S4). P(NDI2OD-T2)-L-b-PSt is a triblock copolymer, and it is reported that crystallinity
more extensively decreased with the increase of polyisoprene (PI) content in PI-b-P3HT-b-PI triblock
copolymers compared with corresponding diblock copolymers [33]. In addition, the intensity of (100)
diffraction from the P3HT segment decreased. The reduced crystallinity decreases charge transporting
properties, and higher content of insulating PSt component decreases the probability of charge
separation. It is considered that both factors made the OPV performance worse.
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Table 2. Photovoltaic parameters of the devices.

Polymers VOC
1 (V) JSC

1 (mA cm−2) FF 1
PCE (%)

Best Average

P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2) 0.50 ± 0.004 1.16 ± 0.05 0.42 ± 0.02 0.26 0.24 ± 0.02
P3HT-L/P(NDI2OD-T2)-L 0.53 ± 0.008 1.07 ± 0.06 0.35 ± 0.02 0.21 0.20 ± 0.02

P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt 0.45 ± 0.005 1.73 ± 0.20 0.41 ± 0.02 0.39 0.32 ± 0.07
P3HT-L-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-L-b-PSt 0.55 ± 0.005 0.78 ± 0.06 0.31 ± 0.04 0.16 0.13 ± 0.03

P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2) 0.47 ± 0.007 0.32 ± 0.13 0.36 ± 0.05 0.10 0.06 ± 0.04
P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt 0.46 ± 0.006 0.25 ± 0.12 0.35 ± 0.02 0.07 0.04 ± 0.03

1 The average values for 4 or 8 devices.
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Figure 7. J-V characteristics of P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2) (blue), P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt
(red), P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2) (yellow) and P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt (green) exhibiting the
best power-conversion efficiency (PCE) of each. Solid and dotted lines represent light and dark
conditions, respectively.

4. Conclusions

An n-type of block copolymer, P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt was successfully synthesized and
characterized. Electron mobility enhanced by a factor of 8 compared with homopolymer precursor.
OPV performance was evaluated for the devices based on the blends P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2), P3HT-b-
PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt, P3HT/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt, and P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2) from J-V
characteristics, it was confirmed that the introduction of PSt into both P3HT and P(NDI2OD-T2)
improves JSC and PCE. From AFM images, it is clarified that the value of RMS decreases in the film of
block copolymers blend compared with homopolymers blend resulting from the improvement of the
uniformity. It is considered that the probability of charge separation increased despite the presence of
the PSt domain at the interface, and the recombination of carriers was suppressed by the enhanced
charge mobilities in both domains. On the other hand, when the PSt block was incorporated into
only one of the homopolymers, lower PCEs are observed compared with that based on homopolymer
blends. This is probably due to the decrease of charge separation resulting from PSt segregation at the
interface between p- and n- domains with a large scale, and the disruption of interpenetrated structure
leading to the lack of appropriate charge transporting path. Block copolymers containing shorter
semiconducting moiety, and higher content of PSt afforded the device with poorer performance due to
the reduced crystallinity in both P3HT and P(NDI2OD-T2) domains, and insulating nature of PSt with
higher content.
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Supplementary Materials: The following are available online at www.mdpi.com/1996-1944/11/2/343/s1,
Figure S1: 1H NMR spectrum of P(NDI2OD-T2) in CDCl3 at 500 MHz, Figure S2: 1H NMR spectrum
of P(NDI2OD-T2)-L-b-PSt in CDCl3 at 500 MHz, Figure S3: Cyclic voltammograms of P(NDI2OD-T2)
(gray) and P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt (orange) (forth scan in each), Figure S4: X-ray diffraction profiles for
P3HT-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt (red) and P3HT-L-b-PSt/P(NDI2OD-T2)-L-b-PSt (dark gray) thin films in
out-of-plane geometry.

Acknowledgments: This research was partially supported by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (KAKENHI,
Grant number 15K05661) from the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS).

Author Contributions: Eri Tomita and Kenji Ogino conceived and designed the experiments; Eri Tomita
performed the experiments; Eri Tomita and Kenji Ogino analyzed the data; Eri Tomita wrote the main bulk of the
article; Shinji Kanehashi and Kenji Ogino improved and finalized the article; Shinji Kanehashi and Kenji Ogino
contributed reagents/materials/analysis tools.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Hains, A.W.; Liang, Z.; Woodhouse, M.A.; Gregg, B.A. Molecular semiconductors in organic photovoltaic
cells. Chem. Rev. 2010, 110, 6689–6735. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

2. Liang, Y.; Yu, L. Development of semiconducting polymers for solar energy harvesting. Polym. Rev. 2010, 50,
454–473. [CrossRef]

3. Dou, L.; You, J.; Hong, Z.; Xu, Z.; Li, G.; Street, R.A.; Yang, Y.A. Decade of organic/polymeric photovoltaic
research. Adv. Mater. 2013, 25, 6642–6671. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

4. Li, G.; Shrotriya, V.; Huang, J.; Yao, Y.; Moriarty, T.; Emery, K.; Yang, Y. High-efficiency solution processable
polymer photovoltaic cells by self-organization of polymer blends. Nat. Mater. 2005, 4, 864–868. [CrossRef]

5. Dennler, G.; Scharber, M.C.; Brabec, C.J. Polymer-fullerene bulk-heterojunction solar cells. Adv. Mater. 2009,
21, 1323–1338. [CrossRef]

6. Lin, Y.; Zhan, X. Non-fullerene acceptors for organic photovoltaics: An emerging horizon. Mater. Horiz. 2014,
1, 470–488. [CrossRef]

7. Sonar, P.; Lim, J.P.F.; Chan, K.L. Organic non-fullerene acceptors for organic photovoltaics. Energy Environ. Sci.
2011, 4, 1558–1574. [CrossRef]

8. Gao, L.; Zhang, Z.-G.; Xue, L.; Min, J.; Zhang, J.; Wei, Z.; Li, Y. All-Polymer solar cells based on absorption-
complementary polymer donor and acceptor with high power conversion efficiency of 8.27%. Adv. Mater.
2016, 28, 1884–1890. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

9. Facchetti, A. Polymer donor–polymer acceptor (all-polymer) solar cells. Mater. Today 2013, 16, 123–132.
[CrossRef]

10. Moore, J.R.; Albert-Seifried, S.; Rao, A.; Massip, S.; Watts, B.; Morgan, D.J.; Friend, R.H.; McNeill, C.R.;
Sirringhaus, H. Polymer blend solar cells based on a high-mobility naphthalenediimide-based polymer
acceptor: Device physics, photophysics and morphology. Adv. Energy Mater. 2011, 1, 230–240. [CrossRef]

11. Mori, D.; Benten, H.; Ohkita, H.; Ito, S.; Miyake, K. Polymer/polymer blend solar cells improved by using
high-molecular-weight fluorene-based copolymer as electron acceptor. ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces 2012, 4,
3325–3329. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

12. Schubert, M.; Dolfen, D.; Frisch, J.; Roland, S.; Steyrleuthner, R.; Stiller, B.; Chen, Z.; Scherf, U.; Koch, N.;
Facchetti, A.; et al. Influence of aggregation on the performance of all-polymer solar cells containing
low-bandgap naphthalenediimide copolymers. Adv. Energy Mater. 2012, 2, 369–380. [CrossRef]

13. Mori, D.; Benten, H.; Kosaka, J.; Ohkita, H.; Ito, S.; Miyake, K. Polymer/polymer blend solar cells with
2.0% efficiency developed by thermal purification of nanoscale-phase-separated morphology. ACS Appl.
Mater. Interfaces 2011, 3, 2924–2927. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

14. Ye, L.; Xiong, Y.; Li, S.; Ghasemi, M.; Balar, N.; Turner, J.; Gadisa, A.; Hou, J.; O’Connor, B.T.; Ade, H. Precise
manipulation of multilength scale morphology and its influence on eco-friendly printed all-polymer solar
cells. Adv. Funct. Mater. 2017, 27, 1702016. [CrossRef]

15. Ye, L.; Xiong, Y.; Yao, H.; Gadisa, A.; Zhang, H.; Li, S.; Ghasemi, M.; Balar, N.; Hunt, A.; O’Connor, B.T.; et al.
High performance organic solar cells processed by blade coating in air from a benign food additive solution.
Chem. Mater. 2016, 28, 7451–7458. [CrossRef]

www.mdpi.com/1996-1944/11/2/343/s1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/cr9002984
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20184362
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15583724.2010.515765
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/adma.201302563
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24105687
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nmat1500
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/adma.200801283
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C4MH00042K
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/c0ee00668h
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/adma.201504629
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26690296
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.mattod.2013.04.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/aenm.201000035
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/am300623f
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22724521
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/aenm.201100601
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/am200624s
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21728361
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/adfm.201702016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/acs.chemmater.6b03083


Materials 2018, 11, 343 12 of 12

16. Yan, H.; Chen, Z.; Zheng, Y.; Newman, C.; Quinn, J.R.; Dotz, F.; Kastler, M.; Facchetti, A. A high-mobility
electron-transporting polymer for printed transistors. Nature 2009, 457, 679–686. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

17. Chen, L.M.; Hong, Z.; Li, G.; Yang, Y. Recent progress in polymer solar cells: Manipulation of polymer:
Fullerene morphology and the formation of efficient inverted polymer solar cells. Adv. Mater. 2009, 21,
1434–1449. [CrossRef]

18. Kim, S.H.; Lee, H.S.; Lee, M.S.; Jo, W.H. Morphologies of binary AB/AC diblock copolymer blends.
Macromol. Chem. Phys. 2002, 203, 2188–2195. [CrossRef]

19. Tomita, E.; Kim, K.; Minegishi, K.; Nakamura, A.; Kanehashi, S.; Ogino, K. Enhancement of out-of-plane
hole mobility in poly(3-hexylthiophene)-b-poly(styrene) Film. Chem. Commun. 2018. under review.

20. Iovu, M.C.; Sheina, E.E.; Gil, R.R.; McCullough, R.D. Experimental evidence for the quasi-“living” nature of
the grignard metathesis method for the synthesis of regioregular poly(3-alkylthiophenes). Macromolecules
2005, 38, 8649–8656. [CrossRef]

21. Maeda, Y.; Shimoi, Y.; Ogino, K. Fabrication of microporous films utilizing amphiphilic block copolymers
and their use as templates in poly(aniline) preparation. Polym. Bull. 2005, 53, 315–321. [CrossRef]

22. Gu, Z.; Tan, Y.; Tsuchiya, K.; Shimomura, T.; Ogino, K. Synthesis and characterization of
poly(3-hexylthiophene)-b-polystyrene for photovoltaic application. Polymers 2011, 3, 558–570. [CrossRef]

23. Chen, Z.; Zheng, Y.; Yan, H.; Facchetti, A. Naphthalenedicarboximide- vs. perylenedicarboximide-based
copolymers. Synthesis and semiconducting properties in bottom-gate n-channel organic transistors. J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 2009, 131, 8–9. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

24. Chaignon, F.; Falkenström, M.; Karlsson, S.; Blart, E.; Odobel, F.; Hammarstöm, L. Very large acceleration of
the photoinduced electron transfer in a Ru(bpy)3-naphthalene bisimide dyad bridged on the naphthyl core.
Chem. Comm. 2007, 1, 64–66. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

25. Steckler, T.T.; Henriksson, P.; Mollinger, S.; Lundin, A.; Salleo, A.; Andersson, M.R. Very low band gap
thiadiazoloquinoxaline donor-acceptor polymers as multi-tool conjugated polymers. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2014,
136, 1190–1193. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

26. Amemori, S.; Kokado, K.; Sada, K. Polymer phase-transition behavior driven by a charge-transfer interaction.
Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2013, 52, 4174–4178. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

27. Chen, D.; Zhao, Y.; Zhong, C.; Gao, S.; Yu, G.; Liu, Y.; Qin, J. Effect of polymer chain conformation on
field-effect transistor performance: Synthesis and properties of two arylene imide based D–A copolymers.
J. Matter. Chem. 2012, 22, 14639–14644. [CrossRef]

28. Ogino, K.; Sato, H.; Tsuchiya, K.; Suzuki, H.; Moriguchi, S. Synthesis of monodisperse macroreticular
styrene-divinylbenzene gel particles by a single-step swelling and polymerization method. J. Chromatogr. A
1995, 699, 59–66. [CrossRef]

29. Albers, W.M.; Canters, G.W.; Redijk, J. Preparation of extended di(4-pyridyl)thiophene oligomers. Tetrahedron
1995, 51, 3895–3904. [CrossRef]

30. Li, Z.; Lin, J.D.A.; Phan, H.; Sharenko, A.; Proctor, C.M.; Zalar, P.; Chen, Z.; Facchetti, A.; Nguyen, T.Q.
Competitive absorption and inefficient exciton harvesting: Lessons learned from bulk heterojunction
organic photovoltaics utilizing the polymer acceptor P(NDI2OD-T2). Adv. Funct. Mater. 2014, 24, 6989–6998.
[CrossRef]

31. Singh, C.R.; Gupta, G.; Lohwasser, R.; Engmann, S.; Balko, J.; Thelakkat, M.; Thurn-Albrecht, T.;
Hoppe, H. Correlation of charge transport with structural order in highly ordered melt-crystallized
poly(3-hexylthiophene) thin films. J. Polym. Sci. Part B Polym. Phys. 2013, 51, 943–951. [CrossRef]

32. Zhang, B.; Liang, J.; Hu, L.; Peng, F.; Chen, G.; Yang, W. Triphenylamine-based broad band-gap polymers for
bulk-heterojunction polymer solar cells. J. Mater. Sci. 2015, 50, 5609–5619. [CrossRef]

33. Lim, H.; Chao, C.-Y.; Su, W.-F. Modulating crystallinity of poly(3-hexylthiophene) via microphase separation
of poly(3-hexylthiophene)–polyisoprene block copolymers. Macromolecules 2015, 48, 3269–3281. [CrossRef]

© 2018 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nature07727
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19158674
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/adma.200802854
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/1521-3935(200211)203:15&lt;2188::AID-MACP2188&gt;3.0.CO;2-K
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ma051122k
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00289-005-0342-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/polym3010558
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja805407g
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19090656
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/B615085C
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17279262
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ja410527n
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24422463
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.201210261
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23471735
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/c2jm31755a
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0021-9673(95)00031-H
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0040-4020(95)00111-K
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/adfm.201401367
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/polb.23297
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10853-015-9111-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/ma502417w
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.


 

Minerva Access is the Institutional Repository of The University of Melbourne

 

 

Author/s: 

Tomita, E; Kanehashi, S; Ogino, K

 

Title: 

Fabrication of Completely Polymer-Based Solar Cells with p- and n-Type Semiconducting

Block Copolymers with Electrically Inert Polystyrene.

 

Date: 

2018-02-27

 

Citation: 

Tomita, E., Kanehashi, S.  &  Ogino, K. (2018). Fabrication of Completely Polymer-Based

Solar Cells with p- and n-Type Semiconducting Block Copolymers with Electrically Inert

Polystyrene.. Materials (Basel), 11 (3), pp.343-343. https://doi.org/10.3390/ma11030343.

 

Persistent Link: 

http://hdl.handle.net/11343/270744

 

File Description:

Published version

License: 

CC BY


	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Materials 
	P3HT-b-PSt 
	P(NDI2OD-T2)-Br2 
	P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt 

	Characterizations 
	Device Fabrication of Space Charge Limited Current (SCLC) Measurements 
	Fabrication of OPV (J-V) Device and Measurements 

	Results and Discussion 
	Synthesis of P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt 
	Characteristics of P(NDI2OD-T2)-b-PSt 
	UV/vis Absorption in Film State 
	Morphology 
	Photovoltaic Device Evaluation 

	Conclusions 
	References

