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Socialist Construction of Laos at the End of the Cold War Era
—From the Establishment of Lao People’s Democratic Republic to the

Launching of “Chintanakan-mai” and “Piangpeng-mai” (1975-1986)—

Seitaro NAMBA

Abstract

Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Laos) was established in 1975 by Lao People’s
Revolutionary Party (LPRP), a Marxist-Leninist party. LPRP tried to promote socialist policies
such as collectivization and planning economy, but actually very few results were gained. This
paper aims to examine the meaning of socialist construction in Laos, focusing on the impact of the
foreign factors upon it.

Although Laos kept the foreign relations with capitalist countries, LPRP made a great effort
to strengthen those with socialist countries, especially with Vietnam, the Soviet Union and China
(PRC). But when LPDR was established, there was confrontation among the three countries. At
the beginning, LPRP took a neutral position but in the late 1970s it called China “a betrayer of
socialism”, and shifted to the Soviet bloc, including Vietnam.

In the middle of 1980s, many socialist countries launched reform policies such as “Perestroika”
(the Soviet Union) and “Doi-moi” (Vietnam). Laos also launched “Chintanakan-mai (New
Thinking)” and “Piangpeng-mai (Renewal)” in 1986. But these were not LPRP’s original policies.
“Chintanakan-mai” was a translation of “New Thinking” of the Soviet Union, and “Piangpeng-
mai” was one of “Doi-moi” of Vietnam. One of the reasons to launch “Chintanakan-mai” and
“Piangpeng-mai” was to praise new policies of the two big donors to Laos and to keep the friendly
relationships with them.

In Laos, socialist policies might have made very few impacts on the economy and the society.
But by putting forward the policies, Laos tried to keep the friendly relationships with socialist

countries.
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