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Common problems 
with students thesis
• Social isolation

• Little visibility of results

• Difficulties in receiving 
external opinions

• Large periods between 
meetings with advisors

• Communication problems
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• Combines solitary 
reflection and social 
interaction

• Promotes critical and 
analytical thinking

• Increases access and 
exposure of quality 
information

• Tool for discussion
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Qualities of writing on 
a web blog

dimecres 30 de juny de 2010



Xavier Giró, “BitSearch, the blog before the thesis”. CIDUI 2010

Pedagogical uses for the 
teacher 

• Review of course 
material

• Analysis on class activity

• Encourage reflections by 
commenting student’s 
blogs

• Student portfolio

• Motivation
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Thesis+blog=BitSearch

• Electrical Engineering

• Written in English

• (Weekly) contributions

• In parallel to regular 
workflow
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Students enrollment
• English skills required

• Previous posts available 
as introduction

• Agreement on thesis 
topic

• Publication schedule

• User account in blog 
platform

6

dimecres 30 de juny de 2010



Xavier Giró, “BitSearch, the blog before the thesis”. CIDUI 2010

Writing guidelines

• Plain language

• Avoid external format

• Internal & external links

• Draw figures

• Tag management

• ...and finally, the title
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The life cycle of a post
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Topic
decision

Post
writing

Review

Promotion
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Types of 
thesis posts
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1. Definition of 
the thesis topic
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Types of 
thesis posts
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2. State of the art
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Types of 
thesis posts
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3. Proposed
solutions
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Types of 
thesis posts
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4. Development
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Types of 
thesis posts
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5. Results and 
conclusions
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Types of 
thesis posts
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6. Thesis
completion
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Statistics

15

• Online since 
February 2009

• Irregular 
frequency

• High variance 
by contributor

Profile # Authors # Articles Average

Students
in college 10 80 8
Students

in industry 5 50 5
Students

in mobility 4 25 6,25

Professors 1 21 21

TOTAL 20 176 8,4
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Statistics
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Source: Google Analytics
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Statistics
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• Traffic Sources Overview
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Statistics
• Visits by geographical location
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Statistics

• Most visited posts
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Results

• Improvements in English 
technical writing

• Social awareness for 
motivation

• Multimedia material

• Better communication

• Clearer work plan
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Conclusions
• Successful introduction

• Faster engagement in 
thesis

• Filter for motivated 
students

• Increased quality & 
quantity

• Applicable to research 
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Thank you

• Questions

• Suggestions

• Comments

• ...review coming soon on 
the blog ! 
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