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Viewpoint of An Appropriate Time in Chinese
Literature [Chou Yi])

Liu Jin-Hisen”
Abstracts

Chinese literature [ Chou YiJhas long histories. It was not only a book for divination,

but also a resource for morality practice. Principles and theories of another Chinese literature
[Yi Chuan] were, in fact, developed, amended and extended from [ Chou Yi] . Therefore,

[Chou Yi] actually provided a lot of people with many useful information. This assay

extends the term “an appropriate time”; key points are listed below.

1. Morality accomplishment to orientate the divine providence: A righteous
man should follow constant rules to meet challenges from the changing
world for morality accomplishment. Once morality is accomplished, one
can meet the God’s will and establish a basis for finding a right time, no
matter in self-fulfillment, social skill, or people reformation, etc...

2.  Flexible to create further advantages: When time changes, the society will
change as well. Ceremonial can only be successfully implemented when it
is used flexible and adjusted along the time to better-fit people’s need and
nation’s development. When old dynasty loses people’s trust, it should be
reformed to a new dynasty. When we are in a dangerous situation, we
should act at once to solve the problem. 100% perfection can only be
achieved when we improve obsolescence.

3. Change with time to accumulate morality: When the Confucian talk about

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University
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“an appropriate time”, they do not consider monetary benefits; instead they
take the practice of morality and manners into consideration. Moves of a
righteous man will not stubborn and fixed; instead a righteous man takes
every move in accordance with his own faith and justice. Administration of
a nation and behaviors of a person should also be changed along the time,
for achieving the greatest benefits. To relief people, Confucius and Mencius,
due to sympathy, did not lie low during troubled times. They serve as
examples here too and from here we can see their mighty spirits.

4. Foresee to settle down: The term “Foresee” is to observe connotations of a
flash of idea and to perceive the minutest details. Foresee can help one to
remove evil influences and maintain positive effects and, for a further step,
to take shelters. If one can be honest and not over-tolerate, then his
observation and foreknowledge will be true. If the one can be calm and not
rashly, he can recognize the whole through the observation of small part and
deal with everything.

5. Bear the misfortune to achieve one’s expectation: A righteous will not lose
his sense of honor and justice even thought he is poor. He would bear and
face the misfortune. For helpless issues in one’s life, he will not sedulously
ward off evils; instead he can make up his mind to face his destiny. A
righteous people will develop firm and fair methods to deal with his
difficult position, so that his life is steady and free of compunction.

Key words: Chou Yi, Appropriate Time, Flexible, Morality and Manners, Foresee,

misfortune.
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