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Exploring the Types and Derivations of the
Folk Song “Ten-Wu-Wu” (Cloudy Sky)

Lin Jen-Yu®
Abstract

“Ten-Wu-Wu” is a famous folk song. It transmits in the southern Fukien
dialect area. Scholars collected many forms of “Ten-Wu-Wu” in Taiwan, Fukien,
Chekiang, Canton and Southeast Asia from 1917 to 2005. We can tell apart two
foundation forms with the lyrics of “gold carp’s wedding ceremony” and “broken
pan”. We can find some secondary forms about “wait aunt”, “turn pig’s stomach”,
“granddaughter” and so on. This research developed results in the lyrics’ forms,

social meanings and the new applied forms in the present age.

Key Words: Ten-Wu-Wu, Folk song, Children’s song, Taiwan song,

Commoner’s life

* Assistant professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung-Hsing University
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