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Research paper

Challenge of the Private Holding Forests toward
Sustainable Management in Taiwan

Kai-An Lo

[ Abstract] Private Holding Forests (PHFs) are the forests managed by private or public (non-national)
individual or organization. From the tenure viewpoint in timber and land, there are six kinds PHFs in
Taiwan, including privately owned forest, publicly owned forest, aboriginal forest, national or public
forestland leased forests, and farmland forest. The PHFs totally have 560,000 ha (27% of forest coverage
of Taiwan) and they were hold by 250,000 owners or holders. It is to be quite tough challenge for the
PHFs toward sustainable management since the management obstinacy of these forests. In this article, we
proposed a framework what should content in sustainable management for the PHFs. The framework

presented that “economically viable”, “environmentally sound”, and “socially acceptable” are the ultimate

purposes and should deserve to pursue simultaneously. In order to achieve these three purposes, it can be
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dependent on the corresponding executive means. Meanwhile, the author supposed that ideal appearances
of sustainable management in the PHFs are: 1. The holder has his or her own interests to manage and to
be productive of his or her forests. 2. The forests are health and diversity in different ecology and social
zones because of proper management and administration. 3. The tangible output or intangible service of
the PHFs can maintain the vigor, tradition of the community, and meet society's demands. The three
appearances also can further develop the appropriate indicators to measure and monitor the sustainable
management of the PHFs. If authority were intended concern the sustainable management problems of the
PHFs. We also proposed a IRCIMOs Plan; its content includes: Information, Role, Community,

Intervention, Monitoring and Opportunities. The IRCIMOs plan expects to be an effective tool that helps

PHFs gradually toward sustainable management.

[Key words] Private holding forests (PHFs), Sustainable management.
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Fig. 1. The management profile of the PHFs.
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Fig. 2. The content and assessment framework of the PHFs sustainable management.
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Fig. 3. Using the IRCIMOs Plan to improve the PHFs toward sustainable management.
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