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Abstract: This article illustrates Nietzsche’s criticism on Wagner including the explanation of
Nietzsche’s illustration of Wagner’s “modernity”, “decadence” and Nietzsche’s statement of
“Wagner is just an actor”, and summarizes Nietzsche’s aesthetic criteria derived from his criticism
on Wagner, an equation regarding the level of life force, the value orientation, the aesthetic taste
and caste. Simultaneously, the author of the article also makes a critical study on Nietzsche’s
criticism on Wagner and expounds that Nietzsche’s criticism on Wagner’s music theater and his
romanticism has been based on the criteria of instrumental music, traditional opera and classicism.
Besides, Nietzsche’s equation has not been proved by proofs in reality. Actually, the script and
the music of Wagner’s play are various and far beyond Nietzsche’s scope. Therefore, lacking of
sufficient respect to the documents and reliable critical criteria, Nietzsche’s literary criticism on
Wagner offers little reference.
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