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Functions of Repetition as a Rhetorical Device Viewed from Critical Discourse Analysis
— A Corpus-based Contrastive analysis

LI Xi<hun'®> JI Yu-hua®
(1. School of English Studies Dalian University of Foreign Languages Dalian 116044 China;
2. College of Foreign Languages and Cultures Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 China)

Abstract: Repetition as a rhetorical device is frequently seen in discourse formation. Existing studies of repe—
tition mainly focus on its textual stylistic and pragmatic functions. Inspired by Critical Discourse Analysis this
study tentatively brings forward the assumption that repetition assumes cognitive and social functions and further
tests the assumption by calculating and contrastively analyzing the word phrase and clause repetition in Obama’ s
and Bush’ s campaign speeches. The study finds that repetition functions cognitively to foreground social reality and
establish optimal relevance of context and at the same time it functions socially to maintain ideology construct ideal
interpersonal relations and coordinate social actions.
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30926 31577 !
. . Phrase and Clause Repetition in Bush’s Speeches Occurrence
. WordSmith Social security 41
September the 11th 32
at stake 11
Protect the American people
. the world will drift toward tragedy
1. 2 . We’ ve fought the terrorists across the Earth — not
for pride, not for power, but because the lives of our 5
citizens are at stake.
3. 4 . I’ m asking for your vote 4
1 Vs, if you har'bor a terrorist, you’ re equally as guilty as 4
the terrorist
Words Obama’ s Speeches Bush”s Speeches This will not happen on my watch. 4
Occurrence A Occurrence A Warm, compassionate, great First Lady
we 708 22.89 367 11.62 ( Taliban) Young girls couldn’t go to school.
change 107 3.46 35 1.11
everybody ) 168 9 0.28 “1 actu:ally ‘didﬁvnte for the $ 87 billion before I vo- 4
hope 48 1.55 12 0.38 ted against it.
black 47 1.52 0 0.00 ( The job of a President is) to confront problems,
white 36 1.16 1 0.03 not pass them on to future generations and future 3
energy 33 1.07 5 0.16 Presidents.
storv 33 1.07 5 0.16 Security of your family
tea(:};er 31 1.00 2 0.06 Safety of our citizens
deficit 29 0.94 0 0.00 your tactics change, but not your principles.
industry 23 0.74 0 0.00 On good days and on bad days, when the polls are 3
o) VS. up or the polls are down, T am determined.
I will never turn over America’ s national security
! Bush’ s Speeches Obama’ s Speeches . . 3
Words decisions to leaders of other countries.
Occurrence /t Occurrence /t Spread freedom 3
opponent 80 2.53 1 0.03 — - -
security 84 2,66 7 0.23 We will strike the terrorists abroad so we do not have 3
business 03 3.10 25 0.81 to face them here at home.
terrorist 71 2.25 4 0.13
war 71 2.25 18 0.58 4.0
Iraq 60 1.90 8 0.26
overnment 63 1.99 15 0.48 s 13 - 2
oo 45 1.42 0 0.00 4.1 R # A0 ik Ja 2 i
freedom 45 1.42 6 0.19 “
marriage 33 1.04 0 0.00 . . . .
3 . .
Phrase and Clause Repetition in Obama’s Speeches Occurrence 7 ( 2001: 11) °
Change is** 24
Fired up? 14
Auto industry 14
That change happened because of you 14 °
Ready to go? 13
That” s what change is. 11
Yes we can. 10
We have kept that promise. 9
Middle class 9 °
( their philosophy) You are on your own 8
( their philosophy) it didn’ t work 8 « »
It can change 7
“Don’ t ask, don’ t tell. ” 7 ( 2004; Margulis 201 3) ©
One nation 5 “
We cannot walk alone 5 »”» .
What change looks like 4
Change is the first bill I signed into law. 3 °
One people 3 1
I promise you change will come. 3 change ( 107) .everybody ( 52) .hope
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