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The Analysis of '"Garden Path Phenomena' in e.e. Cummings” Poetry
WANG Li-yuan

(School of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract: e. e. Cummings is an excellent representative of modern experimental school, whose poetry is original,
particular, queer. Thus, he is called the magician of language. Garden path theory of psychological cognitive linguistics is
beneficial to analyze the deviation characteristics of Cummings' own poetry. Grammatically, Cummings unconventionally
uses grammars which surprises readers; as to writing, the poet lets readers enjoy a distinctive taste of poems; phonetically,
Cummings brings a hearing feast. By applying garden path theory, this thesis develops new angles and methods to

understand e. e. Cummings' poetry.
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The horse raced past the barn fell. ( o )

o ) ’ ’

, barn , o
, “fell” o ¢ ) (anyone lived in a pretty
, o “The how town) s
horse raced past the barn fell.” “S+
v’ , raced , anyone live in a pretty how town
,  horse o
(reduced relative clauses) anyone lived in a pretty how town
o , , (with up so floating many bells down)
, , spring summer autumn winter
o he sang his didn't he danced his did
children guessed(but only a few
—_— and down they forgot as up they grew

( , autumn winter spring summer)

, that noone loved him more by more

, ), someones married their everyones
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laughed their cryings and did their dance
(sleep wake hope and then)they

said their nevers they slept their dream

)

(
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, anyone  noone
o
o , anyone ( )
, Noone
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:he sang his didn’t didn’t
things that he didn’t have; ,he

danced his did did things that he had,

, anyone

anyone noone

26 Me

up at does

Me up at does
out of the floor
quietly Stare

a poisoned mouse
still who alive

is asking What
have i done that

You wouldn’t have

,me stare

at
me . still , , Me up
at out of the floor does
a poisoned mouse

° :a

poisoned mouse who still alive quietly does Stare
up at Me out of the floor is asking, “what have i

done that you wouldn’t have?” ,
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may 1 feel said he @ ° ,
------------ “ ”

(may i touch said he ( : , ,
how much said she : o
a lot said he) : )

why not said she
(D Anyone Live In a Pretty How Town

may 1 stay said he : °

which way said she @ my i feel said he o

like this said he

if you kiss said she

1) . ¢ ) [M].

,2006.

2] . [EB/OL].(2007—06—15)
[2010 =11 —10].http://hi.baidu.com/lisax07 /blog/item/
31229¢1e7a5¢021e4034175f. html.

(but you're killing said she ( : [3] Beever T. G. The Cognitive Basis for Linguistic

may i move said he
is it love said she)

if you're willing said he

Structure  [C]// In Hayes, J. (ed.) Cognition and
Develop—ment of Language. New York: Wiley, 1970.

but it’s life said he : [4] . 1 .

but your wife said she 2003, (4).

now said he) 5] ' Ul- ’

ow said she 2005, (3).

............ 161 : ) -
L2009, (4).
(he-she), (7] . — me up does
, touch— much, lot 0. . 2009, (16).
— not,stay — way,move — love,willing — killing, 8] _ N [M].
life —wife,now — ow,no —snow,tip .top — stop, ,1998.
come— um,divine—mine , [9] . 100 [M].
, L1994,
, , he said  she



