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The Construction and Development Strategies of “Database
on Southeast Coastal Area Studies”

Zheng Yongging, Wang Shuang (xiamen University Libraries )

Abstract Southeast coastal area has typical characteristics of marine culture. Xiamen University
Libraries focus on collecting folk data and map data in Chinese and foreign languages mainly in the
formats of genealogy, inscription, field survey and local historical data, and has thus constructed a
unique “Database on Southeast Coastal Area Studies”. The construction process includes determination
of the main subjects, genres and collecting scope of documents, customization of thesaurus and list
of area names in metadata indexing, as well as analysis of user demands and system architecture. The
database is abundant in content, updated continuously with improved technology, but also has shortages
of imbalanced collection and low usage rate. In order to overcome the shortages, the database will be
classified by geographical areas in future and will collect various resources comprehensively. It will
try lining up database projects by core figures and hot issues. Collection channels of gray literature
are explored. Meanwhile, data is collected by virtue of numerous outstanding researchers of Xiamen
University, whereas scientific research in colleges and schools also contribute to the information services.
User experience should be greatly enhanced, and the usage database should be publicized and promoted
with vigorous efforts.
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