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[Abstract] The evolution of the Chinese library service thought and practice since modern times could be
researched and nackled in four aspects of the open-shelf service, the special service, the equal and free
service, and the universally equal service. Whether the open-shelf service is used or not represents that
the library service thought is open or conservative; actively developing the special service embodies the
subjective initiative and the creative spirit of the library staff; the establishment of the equal and free
service indicates that the service concept of the public library in China has been in line with the world;
introducing the universally equal service embodies that the Chinese public library community supports the
citizentouse libraryrights.

[Key words] Library service thought; Open-shelf service; Special service; Equal and free service;

Universally equal service
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