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Abstract After over 10 years of construction Chinese—ASEAN Free Trade Area CAFTA has obtained a
worldwide—attention scores the annual growth of bilateral trade volume was double figures. But the problems for
example the preferential policy is not fully utilized the opening degree of investment and service market is still
low and so on is also increasingly obvious the upgraded version of CAFTA is inevitable Overseas—Chinese Mer—
chants of Southeast Asia has the role of promotion and bridge in China’s economic development since China’s re—
form and opening up especially in the CAFTA construction. In the future construction of upgraded CAFTA  their
role should be utilized continuously.

Key Words Overseas—Chinese Merchants of Southeast Asia The reform and opening—up the upgraded
CAFTA version Construction Bridge Role
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