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Abstract: From 1792 to 1794, Macartney led the British mission to visit China. It was the first large-scale
diplomatic activity between the two countries in modern times. Joseph Banks, President of the Royal Society,
hoped to take this opportunity to enhance the understanding of Chinese natural history and to take advantage of
the scientific and economic values of Chinese animals and plants to consolidate the Great Britain, so he took the
initiative to help the mission to plan the activities of natural history in China. After arriving in China, the group of
naturalists recorded lots of information of natural history and collected many plant specimens. They communicated
many times with Banks, reporting what they had seen and heard about Chinese natural history. The natural history
activities of the British mission reflected the characteristics of the scientific and cultural communication between
China and Britain at that period, which were quite different from those at the period when Western learning was
introduced into China.
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