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An Empirical Study on the Effect of Intergenerational Mobility on
Social Equality

Cai Weixian & Chen Haoyu

Abstract: Based on China Health and Nutrition Survey ( CHNS) data this paper figures out the intergenerational
income elasticity of China analyses its casual mechanism and studies the inequality of income education resource and
social status in China. The empirical study shows that the income gap in China has become stable after years of gradually
growth meanwhile the intergenerational mobility is increasing after experiencing rises and falls. The investment on human
capital and social status can explain 30% of intergenerational income elasticity. Education equality contributes the most to
China’ s social equality. With the continuous improvement of opportunity equality China’ s intergenerational mobility will
keep increasing which will narrow the gap of individuals and lead to a further step on the road of opportunity fair income
fair and social fair.
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