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Differential Teacher Attention to Boys and Girls during Interaction in Class

Zhang Dan & Fan Guorui

Abstract: Using the methods of classroom observation and in—depth interview to explore the issue of the teacher’s
differential attention to boys and girls in class interaction, it is found that although in the same classroom with the same
teacher, there are different classroom learning and activities between boys and girls. The teacher pays different attention to
boys and girls during classroom activities. Besides the gender difference existing in the classroom activities of students
themselves, teachers” gender cognition and students” performance in class also impact their differential attention to boys
and girls, and the boys get more teachers” attention during the class interaction.
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