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Discipline Standard and Higher Education Research

Re — thinking the Traditional Discipline Standard and Constructing New Standard

FANG Ze — giang
( Institute of Education Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 China)
Abstract: Whether the knowledge field is a discipline relates to the scientific problems of discipline

standard. Traditionally " Three Independences" standard and " Paradigm" standard are used to judge
whether higher education research is a discipline. But in fact " Three independent" standard is outdated
and " Paradigm" standard is also not suitable. Based on the three principles of " All Coverage" " Distin—
guishable" and " Ductility" a new " Two Elements" standard is constructed. To judge by the new standard

higher education research can exist as a discipline unquestionably.

Key words: higher education research; discipline;" Three Independences" standard;" Paradigm"
standard; " Two Elements" standard
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