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Current Status and Expectation on Research for Ellobiid
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Abstract: Ellobiid is a special group of mollusks with primitive lung. Most of them are halophilic and mainly
found in high tidal and supratidal zone in the transitional zone between land and sea. Ellobiid has a unique
position in the mollusk evolutionary history. They can be used as indicators in environmental assessments due to
their sensitivity to environmental changes and to human disturbances. During the past two centuries many
scholars had carried out systematic research on Ellobiid including morphology anatomy taxonomy and
ecology. This article outlined the three study stages on the Ellobiid: initial stage ( from late 18th century to
early 1930s)  development stage ( from early 1930s to late 1970s) and mature stage ( 1980s to present) .
Finally this paper points out the insufficiency of those studies and some prospects for future research on this
group.
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Table 1 The recorded species of Ellobiidae and their distributions in coastal area of China
Species Hongkong Taiwan Mainland Reference
Allochroa affinis * 78 83
A. layardi * 80 83
Auriculastra duplicate * * 85 96
A. nevillei * 95
A. opportunatum * 78
A. subula * * * 90 93 97
A. sp. * * 84 98
Cassidula aurisfelis * 52 84
C. musteline * * 56 77
C. nucleus * * 78 92
C. paludosa nigrobrunnea * 77 78
C. pleconirematoide * * * 85 98
C. schmackeriana * 56 90
C. sowerbyana * * 78
Ellobium aurisjudae * 78 81
E. aurismidae * * 77 87
E. chinense * * * 77 85 86
E. polita * * 84 90
Laemodonta bella * 83
L. exarata * * 84 98
L. minuta * * * 78 93 96
L. monilifera * 78 80
L. punctatostriata * 84 90
L. punctigera * 84 90
L. typical * * 78 93
Melampus castaneus * * 78 97
M. coffeus * 77
M. cristatus * 78 83
M. fasciatus * 77 78
M. flavus * 75 78
M. granifer * 77 78
M. luteus * 77
M. nuxeastaneus * 80 96
M. phaeostylus * 96
M. taeniolatus * 77 78
M. triticeus * 84 90
Microtralia alba * 93
Pedipes jouani * * 78 93
Pythia castaneus * 78
P. cecillei * * * 78 90 99
P. fimbriosa * 56 90
P. nana * 75 96
P. pachyodon * 77 78
P. pantherina * 77 78
P. pollex * 78
P. reeveana * 78
P. scarabaeus * 77 80
P. sp. * 100
() Total ( Species) : 48 21 34 14

1 Morton J E.

o * Means recorded by reference.
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