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On the Intrnsic Tension of HU Shih’ sL iberalisn
FEI Jiu-hao
(School of Public Affairs, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, Fujian, China)

Abstract: The key o grap the essential character of HU Shih’ s liberalisn is o understand its intrinsic
tension and paradoxes individualisn vs coollectivisn, democratisn vs elitisn, libertarianisn vs inter-
ventionisn, pragnatisn vs radicalisn, etc The uncertainty of HU Shih’ s liberalisn typically reflected
Chinese liberalisn’ s time plight called® congenital deficiency and acquired diorder’, and indicated HU
Shih’ s connecting position in the Chinese modern thought history.
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