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Abstract

With the intensification of aging of the world, in 2050 one-third of older people
living in our side, aging will become the norm for social development. The sign of
happiness of old age will not only to feed and clothe, but also access to social respect,
self-worth, and so the satisfaction of pleasure. Discussion on the elderly and social
relations "retreat Theory" and "activity theory" of the dispute has been the focus of
attention sociology elderly. The elderly, "independence, dignity, care, self-fulfillment
and promoting social participation of older persons and development," the pursuit of
increasingly become the consensus of the academic and social managers. The study
from the perspective of interdisciplinary, drawing from economics, sociology,
psychology and other sciences elderly study nutrient, integrated use of in-depth
interviews, field observations and survey research methods, the elderly and the
interaction of social participation research.

Situation is a stage of collective action, Using a situation-behavior matching
framework of social participation of older persons,the context examine older people’s
social participant from two perspectives, one is the situation of elderly participate, the
other is the action which adapted to the environment. Firstly, the situation contains
physical characteristics; social and human characteristics; interpersonal network
features. Then make a research of how elderly chose their action strategy in different
situations.

Older people's social participation is influenced interactional by four
scenatios,First, the individual situation, includes the elderly income, body health,
housing and other demographic factors. characteristics influence the way the elderly
showed the different needs of social participation and expression. Second, family
intergenerational relations context, changes in family structure and function of the
role and membership of the elderly at home, in the family intergenerational balance
the role of rules, the elderly show different entry and exit social activities internal
dynamics. Third, the social context, subjective attitudes and perceptions of social
groups a greater impact on older people's social identity and self-identity, resulting
encourage older people to participate in the external environment or social boycott
participation of older persons in the external environment. Fourth, the national context,
social participation of older persons is formal, with a strong rule of national policies

and community service system is the key factor in social participation of older



persons.

This study has draw two conclusions. First, the aged social participation is
influenced by individual inner motivation, family inter generational relationships,
other social members’ attitudes and ideas, the national policy and grassroots
community service. The social participation of elderly people is a kind of systematic
and dynamic impact.The subjective and objective factors formed power source of the
elderly social participation. As the growth of the age, the elderly are willing to take
part in social activities, but facing with many obstacles,such as objective conditions,
tendentious social value,the time delay in social participation services and policy
standard.At the same time,the elderly are not pay much attention to participate
policy,and community ignore the social participation motivation of the elderly in
practical work.

Second, the old social participation behavior is voluntary,which based on social
identity incentive mechanism. As a result, the attitudes and behaviors to elderly
people social participation of elderly themselves and public is external influencing
factors to elderly.The reason why the elderly take part in social activities is due to
social activity common attitudes such as encourage, appreciates and reciprocity from
social culture. But in the social public, there are negative mentality for elderly
participation, A lot of people has "onlooker" mentality, they don't pay attention to the
old people's social activities, and they think it is not important. Once the mentality

externalized, it will be a huge negative effect on the old social participation.

Keywords: the elderly; social participation; intergenerational relationships;

context - behavior framework; group attitude; pre-elderly population
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