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ABSTRACT

Rare earth resources as the superior resources of China, are not only the
indispensable “vitamin” in modern industry, but also the essential resource in the
advanced technology and national defense industry in the future. Although China
has great advantage in rare earth resources rare regarding its quantity and quality,
it has not turned into economic advantage. Instead, it increases a heavier burden
to China. On the one hand, unregulated exploitation brings wasted resources and
polluted environment. On the other hand, rare-earths-importing countries like
United States, Japan, European countries, frequently launched attacks to China’s
restrictive measure of resources exporting. To make things worse, China’s defeat
in WTO rare earths cases forced China to give up the original restrictive measure
of resources exporting. Thus, to save China from this situation of “malaise”, the
most fundamental strategy is to complete the present system of rare earth
resources management and provide system guarantee for protection and
management of rare earth resources.

This essay is divided into four chapters.

The first chapter will briefly introduce the rare earth resources regarding its
concept, feature and distribution, and discusses the main theoretical basis of rare
earth resources management such as sustainable development theory, externality
theory , and the theory of the permanent sovereignty over natural resources.

The second chapter will discuss the main problems that China’s rare earth
resources management face in the process of both development utilization and
exporting trade. Relevant laws and rules will be analyzed with the hope to find
out to-be-improved part and explore its root.

Chapter three, will introduce the relevant system and experience of rare
earth resources management from countries like United States, Japan and
European countries. Comparison and analysis with those above countries will be

made, so as to provide references to China’s rare earth resources managing



system, based on China’s national conditions.

Chapter four, provides advices for improvement of China’s legal system on
rare earth resources management, which mainly involves revising “Mineral
Resources Law” and relevant regulations, formulating specialized “Management
measures for rare earth resources” and establishing legal system in accordance
with WTO rules. In this way, a set of all-dimensional legal system of rare earth
resources 1is established to ensure the sustainable utilization of rare earth

resources and promote China’s initiative status in the future resource dispute.

Key word: Rare earth resources; Management-System; Legal consideration.
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