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Abstract

Han Yu, as a famous master in literature during the mid-period of Tang Dynasty,
has attracted so many scholars to study his literary works so far. The seventy-five
pieces of epitaphs (including temple monument, tombstone, epitaph, etc.) written by
Han Yu still remains now. Moreover, the number of epitaphs accounts for about 25%
of over 300 pieces of his articles. However, these excellent epitaphs get less attention.
Even when referred to, it still lacks systematical verification and research. Such
situation has been improved a lot during three decades, although the epitaph is still not
the hotly-discussed issue of Han Yu's research. In the recent years, many scholars
gradually pay close attention to it, and have gained some results. This paper mainly
probe into the epitaphs written by Han Yu by means of analysis of inheritance, the
literary value, and the ideological value. In addition, the paper originally discusses the
historical document value of the epitaphs written by Han Yu, which aims at revealing
the important value and meaning of the epitaphs written by Han Yu for Han Yu's
individual research and the Middle Tang dynasty social research.

This paper consists of three parts.

The first chapter is about the content of epitaphs written by Han Yu. It is divided
into three sections. In the first section, the paper describes the creation of epitaphs
before the Tang Dynasty. The second section is to show the creation of profiles of
epitaphs written by Han Yu through the chronological approach. According to the
writing objects, the epitaphs written by Han Yu can be divided into epitaph, temple
monument, and merit-recording inscription. The third section is mainly about Han
Yu’s personal thoughts and feelings in his epitaphs.

The second chapter analyses the literature value of the epitaphs written by Han
Yu. Han Yu’s epitaphs have broken the traditional style of the epitaphs, and contained
a number of literary elements: plenty of emotion, vivid examples, changeful style
structure, individual language and so on. This chapter can be divided into two sections:
the first section discusses the means of artistic expression of the epitaphs written by
Han Yu in three aspects: the novel technique of writing, expression and language
features. The second section is about the relationship between the epitaphs written by
Han Yu and Han Yu’s prose creation.

The third chapter exacts research on the historical document value of the
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epitaphs written by Han Yu. It is divided into three sections. Section 1 discusses that
Han Yu’s epitaphs play an important part in Han Yu’s personal life, and we can learn
more about Han Yu’s friends, family members and life experiences by some epitaphs
written by Han Yu. Section 2 shows the social characteristics of the Tang dynasty in
the epitaphs written by Han Yu, including four parts: teaching problems, women’s
social status, taking Jin Dan, and Fan Zhen unrest. Section 3 shows the influence of

Han Yu's epitaphs on the <Xin Tang Shu>.
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