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Abstract

Abstract

As the rapid development of Confucius Institute all over the world, more and
more foreign students start to learn Chinese. Chinese Phonetic Alphabet (Pinyin) has
play an important role in teaching Chinese as a second language, and it has become an
indispensable tool for foreign students to learn Chinese, it is necessary to enhance the
research on foreign students’ Pinyin acquisition and to promote the development of
Pinyin teaching in foreign countries. We have taken Chinese language students in the
Confucius Institute at Nnamdi Azikiwe University as the research object of the thesis,
to study the situation of Nigerian students’ Pinyin acquisition, by analyze the contents
of questionnaire, exam papers and recording materials. The main contents of the
thesis as follow:

Firstly, we have summarized all the literatures of foreign students’ Pinyin
acquisition study, summed up students’ difficulties in Pinyin acquisition, and we have
found three shortcomings in these research. This thesis is aimed to improve these
shortcomings, and it is to hope that it will be better than the former research on
foreign students’ Pinyin acquisition.

Secondly, we have analyzed the questionnaire on Nigerian students’ Pinyin
acquisition to know Nigerian students’ attitude to Chinese language, Pinyin and
Chinese character and their difficulties in Pinyin acquisition.

Thirdly, by analyze the exam papers and recording materials, we have
summarized the common error types of Nigerian students’ Pinyin pronunciation,
Pinyin writing and consciousness of Orthography for Pinyin.

Fourthly, we have explained the reasons of the difficulties and errors in the
process of Nigerian students’ Pinyin acquisition. We think that there are three reasons
result in occurring of the difficulties and errors, they are negative transfer of students’
mother language (Igbo language), students’ emotional factors and lack of environment

for Pinyin acquisition.
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Abstract

Fifthly, in accordance with the difficulties and errors of Nigerian students’ Pinyin
acquisition, we put forward five suggestions to promote the Pinyin teaching in Nigeria,
they are to cultivate Chinese character and Pinyin ability according to different
students, to enhance training of the difficulties and errors in students Pinyin
acquisition, to enhance training of students’ ability to input Chinese character to
computer, to attach importance to curriculum establishment of Chinese lecture and to
enhance administration of classroom teaching, to pay attention to compilation and

publish of Pinyin reading materials.

Keywords: Chinese Phonetic Alphabet (Pinyin); Acquisition; Pronunciation;

Writing; Error
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