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Abstract

In 1906, Shaoxing Opera appeared in County Sheng, Zhejiang Province and came
to Shanghai later. It formed a variety of genres through absorbing features of Peking
Opera, Kunqu and modern drama. Yin Guifang is a founder of the genre of playing
young male roles. As one of students of Yin Guifang, Hsiao Ya reformed Shaoxing
Opera for adapting to the market by setting up her own business.

As a case in this project, Shanghai Hsiao Ya Culture and Arts Co., Ltd. realized the
market-driven change of Shaoxing Opera in aspects of music, performance and
management, which caused corresponding levels of the cultural identity about cultural
elites of Shaoxing Opera, certain groups and authority. According to my fieldwork,
cultural elites of Shaoxing Opera, with a sense of belonging and affiliation, prompted
the market-driven change which strengthened their feelings counter-clockwise.
Performance change brought about identity deference in different groups, which
influenced the critical change point of traditional culture greatly. The management
change of private local opera company gave rise to national identity for company’s
special cultural system, which came to a leading role of the market for private local
opera company. Through a series of cultural identities, it affected the new situation
which searching for the new operation mode of local opera.

With the method of anthropology, | tried to explore a question about survival and
development of local opera from the perspective of cultural identity as the innovation in

the thesis.
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