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Behind the Collective Blindness
—On China's Modern Public Art from a Perspective of Interaction

Wang Zheng

Abstract

Due to its manifestation of public spirit and concern of public welfare, public art
has become a platform of interaction between social classes and has had a leading role
in promoting social democracy and social development in \Western societies. In China,
the ideas of urban designing is under fast transformation in company with the
blooming of cities, as part of which public art came into public view from 1990s.
However, the narrow-mindedness of artistic ideas has since hindered the public
aesthetic perception of those works of art and, as a result, we have had the
phenomenon of the public’s “collective blindness” to public art. It's thus the author’s
intention to analyze the phenomenon as such, unravel the stagnancy of Chinese public
art, argue for the true function of public art in public life, in order to give a clearer
definition of the essence of public art, and thereby promote the understanding thereof.

The author inquires into the true meaning of “public art”, with the aid of
sociology, cultural studies and artistic studies, to reveal the innermost reasons of the
“collective blindness’. The definition and cultural connotation of public art is clarified,
the critical attitude of the artists in their social involvement is argued for, the social
responsibility of the artists in their interaction with the public is suggested, and the
future development of China's public art is charted. It's the author’s emphasis that
public art reflects not only the updating of ideas of art and change of forms, but also

the public spirit and the sense of democracy.

Key words: Public art; collective blindness; true representation
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