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Abstract

The research purpose of the paper is to analyze the relationships between media
evolutions and idolatry changes. With the development of society, media have evolved
greatly from the body language in primitive society to the era of Internet. In the
meantime, idolatry also changed a lot from totem-worship in ancient age to
anti-idolatry in the post-idol time. Not only do the idols' styles and traits change, but
also the range of the idol has enlarged and the worship degree of the fans has
deepened. Therefore, what kind of function have the media evolution served for the
idolatry changes? Do the idolatry changes have any influences on media evolution? If
thereiskind of interaction, then, what is the characteristic in different times?

According to media technology, the paper divides the media evolution into four
eras, encoding era, copy era, reappearing era and communication era. Based on the
comparison of time point between media evolution and idolatry changes, the paper
then classifies three idolatry periods, spirit-worship period, secular idol period and
post-idol period. Using document analysis, the paper collects materials from historical
data and some other researches in order to find out the similarities in the field of
media evolution and idolatry.

The main conclusions are as following:

First, idolairy changes turn out to be secularized, de-massified, explicated and
transient. And media evolution is an important factor for idolatry changes.

Second, media evolution influences idolatry mainly at the idol conformation
period. However, it dmost makes no differencein later times.

Third, media evolution plays asignificant role in idolatry changes by three ways,
media technology traits, creating media distances and the distribution of media
discourses.

In contrary, idolatry reacts against media evolution in some extent.

Key Words media; idolatry; relationships
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