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Abstract

Digital divide has existed since the internet became popular decades ago, but
such divide has drawn the attention of experts and governments since they found that
with the development of digital economy, digital divide is widening the gap between
the rich and poor because of the inequity to access to the new economy. The richer,
the more benefits, while the poorer, the fewer shares of the digital economy because
only rich people can afford the ever-better technology and information. The problem
has become more and more serious in rural area in China which still has more than 2
thirds of population living in underdeveloped areas. So how to narrow the digital gap
between the developed areas and the underdeveloped areas should be taken as an
important part of the government’s agenda to eliminate the polarization and ultimately
achieve common prosperity.

This research aims at observing the status quo of digital divide between the urban
and rural areas in the underdeveloped province, Henan, and presenting some
suggestions to solve the problems found in the research. The research methods include
survey, interviewing and results comparison. The samples for the study are drawn
from the students of one urban high school and a rural high school.

Key words: Middle School Student;Digital Divide;Henan Province
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