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Abstract

At present, it has become a crucial question how to sustain and develop the
unique ethnic minorities traditional culture in an environment created by
mass-communication with Han culture as the mainstream culture in many
underdeveloped ethnic minority regions. In this thesis, based on field investigation
and former research data, sampling survey and depth interview have been taken as the
major research methods to explore the connection between the environment created
by mass-communication and the transition of Dai Peopl€e's traditional culture. The
subject is Belli village, Mangshi, Dehong Da and Jingpo Ethnic Minorities
Autonomous Prefecture, which is located at one of the Dai Peopl€’s habitations in the
southwest of Yunnan.

First, the choice of the subject and the basic information of the subject have been
introduced in the thesis. Meanwhile, from the aspects of former research data and
field investigation, the construction of local environment of mass-communication and
the contact of local villagers with the mass media have been elaborated. After that,
based on James .W. Carey’s “Ritua Communication” and “Media Ritual” theories,
Da People's two “bai” (gatherings for Dai People’ folkloric rituals ) , which have
been penetrated by mass media in various degrees, have been compared with each
other. At the same time, the main channel of the transmission and transition of Dai
Peopl e straditional culture has been obtained through depth interview.

Through a detailed analysis, it is concluded that, in the present environment
created by mass-communication, Dai People, with the villagers in Beili village as the
representatives, as the audiences, are in a disadvantaged position. The traditional
carrier of ethnic cultural memory has gradually given way to school education and
mass-communication. The process of transition has resulted in the changes of Dai
People's thinking and views. The mass-communication has not only penetrated into
various aspects of Beili villagers daily life, but also gradually transferred “bai”, in
which Da People share their social consciousness, into a typical media ritual and

created new modes of culture. As the mgjor factor to aggravate the transition of Dai
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People's traditional culture, this transition created by mass-communication has
disturbed the stability and sustainability of Da People's traditional culture by

providing them with variety of mimic modes for their traditional culture.

Keywords: Ritual Communication; Environment of Mass-communication; Dai

People's Traditional Culture.
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