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Abstract

Abstract

Chinese private economy has contributed a lot to China’s great achievement
since the reform and opening-up in 1978. And the Chinese private entrepreneurs
exclusively have played an indispensable role to form the present economy pattern,
which is named joint development of multiple economic elements with the economy
of public ownership as the main body. On the one hand, they are promoters and
witnesses of the reform. On the other hand, they are in the center of the reform storm
and a variety of conflicts. The media reports of private entrepreneurs not only guide
their development, but also help people accept them. Moreover, the reports also have
an insight into the reform. Thus, researching the reports of private entrepreneurs has
profound significance to explore the media publicities during social transition times.

Based on the private entrepreneur related reports in People’s Daily for the last
thirty years, the paper investigates the way of reporting private entrepreneurs and their
image presented on media in the historical background. The introduction part reviews
the facts related to private economy and private entrepreneurs, and framing and image
concepts are introduced in the related work as well. Using content analysis, the paper
draws the outline of the whole report structure with the theory of framing, and
captures the characteristic of report wording by using text analysis, so as to figure out
the track of giving publicity to the reform ideology and guide the public opinion in
social transition of the mainstream media. The conclusions of my paper are as
follows.

People’s Daily reported private entrepreneurs cautiously, even avoided reporting
them sometimes because of their special status. However, People’s Daily pays more
and more attention to them, and more reports can be seen in the newspaper as their
social status being promoted.

On the aspect of framing boundary, People’s Daily centers politics with running
business and attending public activities of private entrepreneur together as the main
body to present, and ignores their life style purposely. Their media images change
among entrepreneurs, business men and returners on media, while their corruption is

ignored on purpose. The earliest entrepreneur image guided people to focus on the

I



MR TR CANRER) X RE M KA S

opportunities and methods of the reform to wake people’s needs for the reform. When
most people accepted the reform, the following business man image transferred its
focus to guiding private entrepreneurs. The reciprocator image through the whole time
line plays a role in coordinating interests of all sides, unifying ideology and balancing
social mentality.

On the aspect of building frame, People’s Daily has long been constructing the
positive and heavily political image of the private entrepreneur group using some
framing methods like labeling, simple attribution, etc., blurring their real and vivid
personality and finally turning them into symbols delivering political ideology.

People’s Daily sets two targets for reporting private entrepreneurs. The one for
ordinary people is to deliver a point of view that the reform is rational, to advocate the
benefit of the reform and new concepts including fair competition, and to coordinate
production relations in the socialist market economy. The other one is to promote a
harmonious development of the private entrepreneurs, based on the national policies.
In one word, the final goal is to include the private entrepreneurs into the socialism
building frame, and to make interests of all sides compatible with the common efforts
to build the socialism with Chinese characteristics. Finally, this paper provides
People’s Daily with some advice about how to improve the report of private

entrepreneurs.

Key Words: Framing Theory; Media Image; Social Transition
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