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Abstract

Abstract

This article, the author studies the history of wireless paging in mainland. There
is the quality of being twofold of wireless paging: “wireless’ goes beyond wired,
which make paging receive message while moving and which is the primary cause for
wireless paging be for a spot in media history; on the other hand, “paging" shows the
ways of using ,which only calls the receiver instead of speak face to face and whichis
the main reason for paging is superseded by Mobil phone. From the history, wireless
paging is athe transition products in the fixed telephone and mobile phone.

In the 1990's, as the transition products in the fixed tel ephone and mobile phone,
paging is al the rage in China's mainland. Its popularity and influence penetrated into
all aspects of society as one of the most popular media By means of the
comprehensively reviewed the course of development of paging in China, this
article will review the theory of media evolution in media environmental studies with
collecting and sorting of related historical documents, and analyze and summarize the
status and features of paging in the history of media.

With Levinson's "medium theory of evolution” and Fiddler's "the medium
evolutionary principle”, this paper will analyze the advantage of the paging, and put
forward the technology and the economic as the two main reasons for the survival and
development of paging. The former isthe root cause of the paging, and the latter is an
important factor that paging is still popular under the impact of mobile phone.

In this paper, the history of paging in Chinas mainland is divided into three
period through the collation and screening of historical materials: the period of
expansion, from 1983 to 1992; the period of prosperous, from 1993 to 2000; and the
period of recession, from 2000 to 2007. Also, the character of each period is
summarized.

After the outline on the situation and development of aging, combined with the
comments of the industry and stakeholder, this paper puts forward the opinion of

paging's sudden delisting in the turn of the century. Despite its failure owned to the
1]



Abstract

difficulties brought by the technological disadvantages, the direct cause is the price
decline in mobile phone use beyond the market expectation.

Finally, combined with the previously investigation on paging, this paper puts
forward its media character: paging is a semi-mobile personal communication tool
with telegraph forms; it has space-biased media and scene of isolated characteristics,
and achieves a simple function of mass communication.

This paper isthefirst thesis in China on the studies of paging history.

Key Words. Paging; Media Ecology Theory; Mobile Communication.
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