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Synopsis 

 
Discourse markers (DMs), which are used very frequently by native speakers of 

English, are an important group of lexical elements that deserve close attention in 

English language learning. With the deepening of discourse analysis and DM study, 

bilingual learner’s dictionaries (BLDs) should accordingly improve the description of 

DMs, to provide sufficient guidance on the usage of this group of lexical elements. 

However, so far little attention has been paid to DMs by E-C bilingual dictionary 

compilers. Therefore, the current study could be seen as an attempt to filling a blank 

between linguistic research and relevant lexicographical application in this regard. 

The present study focuses on how to improve the treatment of DMs in E-C BLDs. 

It tries to apply the views and findings generated from linguistic inquiries to entry 

improvement of DMs in E-C BLDs, with the aim of providing English learners with a 

more systematic picture of DMs. 

To achieve such a goal, the present study begins with an introduction to the 

terminology and research approaches used in the field, which is followed by a detailed 

literature review of DM studies, including the definitions and characteristics, member 

status, functions and diachronic development. Then the author selects five relatively 

influential E-C BLDs, and points out the problems of treatment of DMs by comparing 

them with five famous monolingual learner’s dictionaries (MLDs). Finally the study 

offers a new treatment of DMs in specific entries by making use of the linguistic 

findings. 

The results of the present study show that there exist various problems of 

treatment of DMs at both macrostructural and microstructural levels in present-day 

E-C BLDs, and the linguistic findings generated from DM studies can be helpful to 

effectively improve the treatment of DMs in dictionaries, which may in turn help 

English learners use this group of lexical elements accurately and appropriately in 

cross-cultural communication. 

 

Key words: DMs; E-C BLDs; lexicographical treatment
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摘 要 
 

话语标记语在英语为母语的人群中的使用频率非常高，是英语学习者必须重点

学习掌握的一种词汇类型。随着话语分析和对话语标记语研究的不断深入，双语学

习词典也应该相应地提高对话语标记语这种词汇类型的描写，以对英语学习者学习

这种特殊的词汇类型作出应有的指导。然而，到目前为止，词典编纂者们对话语标

记语这种词汇类型的关注相当有限，故本研究可看成是弥补这方面的缺憾的一次尝

试。 

本研究围绕如何改进话语标记语在英汉学习词典中的处理这个问题而展开，尝

试将语言学界对话语标记语的研究观点和成果运用到英汉学习词典的词条处理中，

以期英语学习者能更好、更系统地学习这种词汇类型。 

为了达到研究目标，本研究介绍了该研究领域的术语使用和研究方法，详细回

顾了目前语言学界对话语标记语这种词汇类型的界定、功能、历时发展等方面的研

究情况及相应的研究成果，然后选取了五本比较有影响力的英汉学习词典，并通过

与五本权威的单语英语学习词典进行比较，找出前者在处理话语标记语方面存在的

问题，最后尝试利用对话语标记语的语言研究成果在具体的词条中对这种词汇类型

进行重新处理。 

本文研究结果表明，当前市场上的英汉学习词典在宏观结构和微观结构上对话

语标记语的处理存在着各方面的问题；而运用语言学家们对话语标记语的研究成果

可以有效地改进词典对其的处理，对学习者作出相应的指导，从而有利于学习者在

跨文化交际中更准确、得体地使用这种词汇类型。 

 

关键词：话语标记语；英汉学习词典；词条处理
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