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Synopsis

Synopsis

Due to its significant role in education and cultural transmission, pedagogical
discourse has been an important subject for Systemic Functional linguists. Textbook is
one of the major categories of pedagogical discourse. As textbook has undergone
tremendous changes in both its forms and functions, it is extremely significant to
conduct progressive studies on textbook discourse.

Multimodal discourse analysis (hereafter MDA) is a new approach to discourse
analysis based on the semiotic theory of Systemic Functiona Linguistics (hereafter
SFL). It investigates the meaning-making system of the combination of two or more
than two semiotic systems within a text. Kress & van Leeuwen’'s (1996) Visual
Grammar is the landmark in MDA. Since 1996, many great strides have been made in
this area both theoretically and practically. Rather than a monomodal discourse
methodology which treats textbook discourse as purely verbal without any other
semiotics in producing meaning, MDA acknowledges the fact that various semiotic
systems co-create meaning in atext.

However, few comparetive studies have been made on the relations between
textbook discourse and other genres and the distinctions among textbook discourses of
different disciplines at different learning levels (%152, 2007: 19). Therefore, the aim
of the present research is to adopt the approach of MDA to explore multimodality in
textbook discourse and propose a richer account of evaluations by integrating visual
and verbal modes in meaning-making mechanism. Based on a tentative comparative
analysis of eight paper textbooks of different subjects at junior middle school and
university levels, the present study is conducted at two stages, a multimodal content
anadysis (hereafter MCA) followed by a multimodal discourse analysis. The results of
MCA and MDA show that great distinctions exist in multimodality among textbook
discourses of different subjects at different learning levels. There are two possible
reasons for these differences. The first one lies in the different levels of cognitive
abilities middle school students and university students have developed in learning.
The second is that the major function of paper textbooks is to transmit knowledge and

information, rather than mainly establishing interpersonal relationships with students
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or constructing cohesion in textbooks.
The results of the present study are significant for both the development of

multiliteracies and textbook design.

Key words: textbook discourse; multimodal discourse analysis, multiliteracies



W =

HHERALBT NSRRI R AL, — R RGIIREES
FHRIEMTFZRB L — o FRHERAE N BEERN MR, P
AIRE LA A A TARKII AL o« L, ANWrAERE B RS T B A 508 .

RSB T & — I T R G D REEE EIRHT GG i, 800 TR
FUPFf B P LB FRRE 5 2R GEAE [A) s N ) B3l A i S v I » )
3CF 1996 AR INALAE TR RO T 2 BT TR 20 (0 LRERI. A (1 2 A1
AR B S B N ] B R T AL A g . RS MR B 2 MT 5
RGN R R T SR 2R S, AP DA ) B A T A4 2R P R AL 0
AT, HART 5 RS H R

IR, AR NS R A ORS 5 FABTE SR 0% AR BLRAS [l S BHEORES 2 TR] 1Y
ZH) (R, 2007: 19) . JeT-M, ASCHIREST H br e R 2 B 1nE o i s
P RUISINDNTES GRS ey EZ D S & PP IR LT a3 S LSS E ey ] il
BAPUH o A SR AN A AR 2 AR 22 AR TR BB S BEAT LRACE ST,
TEI A BT S BES A B M RITE T BT T AN 5
S BOIAN R 22 R R P ) 22 S PEAEAE AR IR K ZE 5 . RSO T 8022 53t (1 i AL 2
T2 IR ZE, IR 2 —AE T AR 2 ST B BU 27 2 B AT AN R AR 27 2 fig
T30 H AR TAURRER I ZIh e 0 A B AR SN B, AR T
N2 )38 S SN B R AR B AL T A 45 A 1 T RE

A SCRIBIE TS SRS 22 T TS BE 7 (K35 7 AR T A 6047 A T 28 1) £ 25 1

BHEN
Z G R KXo

=

AN

RpEE: AR, 2RESIREST ZooEH R



Textbook Discourse: A Multimodal Discourse Analysis

Contents
SYNOPSIS. ..ttt e e e i
Chapter 1 INtrodUCtioN ..........couvuiiiiiiiiiii e e 1
1.1 Research BackgroUund..........c.uie it v e e 1
1.2 Rationale for ChoosSiNg the TOPIC......cuiiuiieie i e e 2
L3 PUrpose Of the IUAY......oviie i e 3
1.4 Multimodality, Multisemiotics and Multiliteracies.................ccvveeevnnnnn. 3
1.5 The Analytical FrameworK..........ccooiii i e e 4

1.6 Organization of the Paper............cooviiii i D

Chapter 2 Literature RevVIieW...............ooovieiiiiii el 1
P2 B g oo [T o] o PP P 7
2.2 Textbook Discourse: Monomodal PerSpectives........ocovvuieiieiieiiiiiiniennns 7

2.2.1 Attributes and Functions of Textbooks.............cccoiviiiiiiii il 7

2.2.2 Textbook Discourse: Traditional Perspectives.............c.vevviivenennn. 8
2.2.3 Textbook Discourse: Systemic Functional Perspective..................... 9
2.2.4 Studies of Visualsin Textbooks............ccooiviiiiiiiiii i 10
2.2.5 SUMIMIAIY .ttt et e e e e e et e e e e e e 11
2.3 A Survey of Multimodal Discourse AnalysiS.........coouviiiiiiiiiiiinennns 12
P20 20 R 1 411 o To L8 ToX o o PP 12
2.3.2 A General Introduction to MDA ... 12
2.3.3 Key Tenets of SFL for MDA ... e, 13
2.3.4 Kress& van Leeuwen's Visual Grammar..........c.ccovevevenineinenennnn... 14
2.3.5 Royce's Framework of Intersemiotic Complementarity..............ccceet ... 15
2.3.0 SUMIMIAIY . . et e e e e e e e e e e e e 17
2.4 Textbook Discourse: Multimodal Perspective..........cc.ocoovviiiiiininene. 17
2.0 QUMM AT Y ot e e e e e e e e e 19



Contents

Chapter 3 Methodologiesin the Present Study..........................
130 I 1 014 oo (3Tt o o H PP
3.2 Methodology 1: Multimodal Content AnalysiS..........ccoeevvvvieineinnns.

1 07284 R 1 011 oo L5 Tox 1 o o T
3.22The Corpusin a0 L......ooviieie e e e e e
3.2.2.1 Junior Middle School Textbooks............ccovviiiiiiieiieann,
3.2.2.2 University Textbooks..........coovuiiiieiii i i
3.2.3 Categorization of Content AnalySiS.........oviviiiiiiiiii i e,
3.2.3.1 Types of Visual/ColOr.........cvuiiiii i e e e e e
3.2.3.2 Types of Technology Used to Create Visuals................c..con.e.
3.2.3.3 Location of VisualSON Page..........ccvuvvviiiiiiiiiiiii e e
3.2.3.4 Visual Density and Proportion of Visual Blocksto Text Blocks.........
3.2.35ProcessiNVisSual......c.ovviiiiiiii i e e
3.3 Methodology 2: Multimodal Discourse AnalysiS.......c.ccoeviviveinninnns
ICTC 1 R 1 011 0o U Tox 1 o o P
3.3.2 The Present MDA Methodology.......cocov v ii i
3.3.3The CorpusSin StA0E 2. ... oo e e e

Chapter 4 Results and DiSCUSSION.............ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiicee 31
2 g O 1 1 oo [5x4 o 31
4.2 Results and Discussion: MCA ... oot e e e 31

421 TYPES OF VISUBL ... ... et e e e e e e e e 31
4.2.1.1 Metafunctional Foregrounding of Visuals.................c.ccceeenen . 33
4.2.1.2 Analysis of Experientialy-oriented Visuals...............ccoevvnen. 35
4.2.1.3 Analysis of Textually-oriented Visuals.............c.ccoeviiiinnnnnnn. 36
4.2.1.4 Color of VISUEIS ....cuvininiei i e 37

4.2.2 Types of Technology Used to Create Visuals............ccccvvvvevnennnnen. 37

4.2.3 Location of VisualsonPage..................cocciiiiiiiiiciicce 0. 38

4.2.4 Visual Density and Proportion of Visual Blocksto Text Blocks.......... 38

4.2.5 Analysis of Processin Visual..........ocooevi i e e,

40



Textbook Discourse: A Multimodal Discourse Analysis

4.3 Resultsand Discussion: MDA..........oii i 42
4.3.1 INErOTUCTTION. ...ttt e e et e e e e e e 42
4.3.2 Results of Ideational Intersemiotic Complementarity.............c.ccoceeenes 42

4.3.2.1 Results in Junior Middle School Textbooks............ccocvvvvieiininenes 42
4.3.2.2 Results in University Textbooks...........cccvveviiiiniiiviiiiiinenn. .44
4.3.2.3 Comparison between Textbooks at Two Levels........................... 46

4.3.3 Results of Interpersonal Intersemiotic Complementarity...................... 47

4.4 Possible Reasons for the Differences..........cocovvviiiiiiii i e 49
A5 SUMIMAIY ... ettt et e et e et e et et e e e e e e e ee et it e e aaas 51
Chapter 5 ConClUSION..........vviiiiiii i e 52

5.1 Answerstothe Research QUestions.............cc.coceiiiiiiii i D2

5.2 Pedagogical Implications of the Study..........cccoviiiiii i, 53

5.3 Limitations of the SIudy..........coooiiii i 54

APPENAIX ..ot e e 56
REFEIENCES... ... 59
ACKNOWIEAGEMENTS.....oovt i e 67

vi



B BB e, 1
7 A =TRSOOSR 1
1.2 BB ..o e, 2
L3 BT B oo e e e s 3

14 B, BRI B I B B oot e 3
LD AT 4
18 T M e e 5

2.2 BRI S T R e, 7
2.2, AR S s A B I e 8

2.2 3 AR I . R I e e 9
2 2.4 R G I I . e 10
2.2 D N 1

2 B R R T B A T o e 12

e I 1 1 U 12
232 ZREIETE TR oo, 12
233 ARG UNRETRVEREAN AL ST S HITTIIRE .. 13
2.3.4 50 B R S A B e 14
2.3.5 DU HIFF S A L AMERESE e 15

2.3 B N T

vii



Textbook Discourse: A Multimodal Discourse Analysis

24 BRHEEE: BT . 17
2D N 19
e AT TELE . e, 20
T 1 =SSR SPP 20
32 fER—: BESARMT............ 20
B2 BB it 20
322 BRI o 20
3.2.2.1 W e, 21
3222 KRR oo 21
323 WA HIHESE o, 22
3231 FURIAIRIE T oo 23
3.2.3.2 EURAIVERIAR ..o e, 24
3.2.3.3 BMGAE TU AL AL B e 25
3234 BB IE SR RN 25
3235 BRI FE o 25

33 MR B SR EAMERELE ., 25
e T A = PSRRI 25
332 ZAF G HAMEREAL ... 26
333 F B HERMIE . 29
B NG e, 29

AL B B et e e 31
42 WIFGER: BRENEIT ... 31
B.2.1 BT T oo, 31
4211 EG TG BT e, 33
4212 RAENRE TR T oo 35

viii



4213 WERINAE S AR T oo 36
4214 PGB TN o e, 37

422 FURBIEBIAR I M cove e, 37
4.2.3 FEMGAE T FT AL B T oo 38
424 PGB PEREG RN o, 38
425 BRI FE T oo e, 40

A3 TG R : BT E T e 42
B3 Bl 5 e e 42
432 MSTRERI Z AT SR EAMEZ T 42
4321 FIFRBR oo A2
4322 REBRI .o A4
4223 ANFABBEBEHBIIRT 46

433 NERThRERIZ A S R EAMEDHT .. 47

4.4 ARAFERBLHSEZERIEE .., 49
A5 INGE o e e e, 51
B R E B e, 52
B BT o e 52
B2 B B T oo e 53
5.3 A AR et 54
B NG e e 55
Misg... ...56
2 RO 59
BB e 67






Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways:

1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library.

2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.



http://etd.xmu.edu.cn/
http://etd.calis.edu.cn/
mailto:etd@xmu.edu.cn

