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Abstract

Abstract

In 2008 Taiwan leader election, Ma Ying-jeou received the highest number of
votes, achieving the second change of ruling political parties. Democratic Progressive
Party that returned to the status of the opposition proposed to return to the streets and
set 2009 as "The social movement year", launching street protests several times. The
Democratic Progressive Party's move attracted attention from all sectors. When
Taiwan's democratic system started to mature, political parties taking street protests
provoke a debate of whether democracy in Taiwan is having a retrogression.
Therefore, it is worth analysis the interaction between the DPP and the social
movements in the 1980s and whether the relationship between them two has returned
to their original alliances that the DPP wants.

This concept starts from the definition of social movements, summarized by the
three characteristics of the social movements in Taiwan. Then uses the analysis of the
political opportunity structure approach, to sort out the relationship between the DDP
and social movements in Taiwan since the 1980s. By analyzing the different levels of
openness of political opportunity structure in different periods, the change and
development of the relationship between the two could be examined. Before the
lifting of martial law, because of KMT's authoritarian rule, the political opportunity
structure was closed, which made the DPP and social movements interact with each
other and help each other. The political power became diversified after the Martial
Law was lifted, and the political opportunity structure was moderately open which
promoted the development of social movements, Although the interaction between
social movements and the DPP was still close, the relations began to crack, because of
the transformation of the DPP and the emergence of expert social movement
organizations. After the political transition in Taiwan, open political opportunity
structure has led to the decline of social movements, and improving of DPP's strength

made the relationship alienation, but many participants of social movements were
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Abstract

transferred to the DPP. After the first change of ruling parties, the relationship
between the DPP and the social movements is more complex, but the good news is
that social movement experienced ups and downs of relations with the DPP, the social
movement start moving in the direction of independence.

By careful analyzing, this article holds that, after the second change of ruling
parties, the degree of openness of the political opportunity structure is already very
high, social movement's impact on the political system will be weakened, the social
foundation of the DPP has also undergone major changes, lack of remonstrative
ideas, and the peoples do not welcome the way of violent protests. More importantly,
Taiwan's society and social movements became mature and independent, which
makes it impossible for the relationship between the DPP and the social movements

go back to the alliance that they used to have.
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