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Abstract

Since the 1980s, Taiwan has gone through the rise and fall of democratic
transition. Also, there have been several waves of overwhelming social contentions
that have taken placed in Taiwan’s society. In the absence of big social unrest amid
such major social changes, the transition from an authoritarian regime to a modern
democratic institution has formally occurred in Taiwan society.

In this paper, Taiwan’s social contentions from 1980 to 1996 have been chosen as
the research subjects. Guided by the theory of historical materialism, and based on the
theories of political science, sociology and history and their research methods, the
relations between Taiwan’s social contentions and democratic transition have been
discussed in this paper. In addition, by analyzing the internal processes and
mechanisms of Taiwan’s social contentions, the following two issues have been
explored. First, under what conditions can Taiwan’s social contentions promote the
democratic transition? Second, how did the social contentions promote Taiwan's
democratic transition?

In this paper, the relations between Taiwan’s social contentions and democratic
transition endured three periods: Kuomintang authoritarian rule in late period (from
1980 to 1987 before the lifting of martial law in July 1987 which signified political
liberalization), the period of political liberalization in Taiwan (from 1987 to 1993)
and the period of political democratization (from 1993 to 1996). Based on the
research framework of contentious politics proposed by Charles Tilly, the
mechanisms to promote democratic transition (or to hinder developments of
democratic politics in Taiwan) and their influencing factors have been elaborated by
examining the mobilization process, identity construction and agenda shifting of
Taiwan’s social contentions, which certainly provides another new perspective to
investigate the democratic transition in Taiwan.

This paper consists of three parts, an introduction, the main text and conclusion.



The main text includes four chapters. The first chapter brings forth the definitions of
democratic transitions and democratization and the outlook of contentious politics
theory proposed by Charles Tilly which has been employed as the main frame of this
paper, and also provides the structural analysis of democratic transition in Taiwan.
The second, third and fourth chapter place emphasis on evaluating the social
contentions in respective periods, and then discusses the different promoting
mechanisms of social contentions to democratic transition in Taiwan. In conclusion,
by summarizing general standpoints of the text, this paper points out the conditions to
activate the promoting mechanism, the nature of promoting mechanisms of
democratic transition in Taiwan, the conditions as well as their influencing factors.
Eventually, several points are made with respective to the future developments of

democratic politics in Taiwan.

Key Words: Taiwan; Social Contention; Democratic Transition;
Authoritarian Regime
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